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Message from the President

The sense of relief can only be 
derived from the pride of success.   
It is with humble pride of success that 
I am penning this message on this 
occasion which simultaneously marks 
my two - decade long administrative 
journey at the BASL coming to an 
end. The pride of success can only 
be realized through hard work, 
perseverance, dedication and 
determination. It is  not  ordinary effort 
that suffices but an extraordinary 
endeavor  that   is required. Time is 
golden, but it is the products of  time 
which are treasured. Not every plan 
is fool-proof; the success depends 
on as to how the unforeseen is coped 
with. 

During my Induction Speeches as 
the President of the BASL in the 
last two years, I acknowledged the 
importance of performing our task 
with appropriate knowledge, skills and 
attitude, which can only be imparted 
by giving a proper training to our Law 
Students and Apprentices and our 
Colleagues. To this end, the BASL 
offered various certificate courses 
such as Criminal Defense, Effective 
Instructing Attorneys, Advanced 
Training on ICT, Legal English and so 
forth. Not to mention a plethora of one 
day CLE programs targeting  every 
dimension of the law  which were 
organized across the country. Two 

batches of Apprentices, in the eve of 
their Big day of being called to the Bar, 
after being reminded of the certain 
fundamental core values which were 
to be adhered to and preserved in 
the legal profession were distributed 
their BASL ID cards, enabling them 
to engage in their professional duties 
from the first day of stepping into the 
legal arena.

BASL pioneered in enhancing not only 
the knowledge of the young lawyers, 
but also their vocal and presentation 
skills, which is a sine qua non for legal 
professionals discharging duties at 
any forum. Accordingly for the first 
time in the history, BASL partnered 
with HNB Toastmaster International 
to offer ‘Speech Craft program’ 
which afforded an amiable avenue 
for the young lawyers to brush aside 
their stage phobia and brace their 
confidence to fearlessly to present 
their views in the presence of an 
audience.

I also emphasize that the Legal 
Education system across the board 
was not standardized and that the Bar 
Association should take necessary 
steps to remedy the situation. 
Accordingly we deemed it an exigency 
to ensure the people who enter into 
this noble profession are above the 
threshold of the particular standard 
which preserves the solemnity of 
the legal profession. In line with this 
perception, a Committee headed 
by Mr. Ali Sabry, PC was appointed, 
mandated to propose the necessary 
reforms. I am proud to state that 
they have done a remarkable job and 
prepared a comprehensive report 
with the help of senior and junior 
colleagues of the Bar, which was 
submitted to the Incorporated Council 
of Legal Education. Before the end 
of my tenure we were able to further 
shove it through the hierarchy that 
it has already received the nod of 

approval from all stake holders thus 
it will be only a matter of time before 
the suggestions included therein are 
implemented. 

Once the propositions presented 
through the said report are schemed 
out, not only uncontrollable amount 
of entry into the profession will be 
curtailed to filter the cream of intellect 
out into the profession but also those 
who have been called to the Bar will 
be constantly monitored and guided 
along the righteous course.

One of my long standing dreams 
of decentralizing the National Law 
Conference to bring it closer to the 
membership has been manifested. I 
took pride in affirming the fulfillment 
of the said desire which saw 05 
Provincial Law Conferences being 
organized across Sri Lanka during 
my first year. The overwhelming 
positive response which arose from 
the members of the Bar who had 
benefited out of the novel initiative, 
only hardened my determination 
into making it  a steady practice. 
As a result 05 more Provincial Law 
Conferences saw the light of the 
day during the outgoing year in 2018 
with the Assistance of the USAID. 
The presence of his Lordship Justice 
Padman Soorasena and Mr. Jayantha 
Jayasooriya PC, Hon. Attorney General 
of Sri Lanka drew a tremendous turn 
out at every such conference. It is my 
duty to thank Mr. Mitch Gruner, Ms. 
Shirani Narayana, Ms. Kushangika 
and Mr. Yasith Samarakoon and also 
to Mrs. Nayomi Wickramarathne 
Attorney-At-Law, Mr. Prakalathan 
Thuraisingam, Mr. Kalinga De Silva for 
their service to ensure success of this 
project. We entrusted the Bars of the 
particular province with the organizing 
their own Provincial Law Conference 
with a particular heed to focus on 
the peculiar issues they faced with. 
The success of the Provincial Law 
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Conferences is amply demonstrated 
by the Bars calling out for opportunity 
to organize it in their respective 
provinces,  more than once.

A mesmerizing highlight of the past 
year was the ‘National Law Week’ 
whose main event, for the first time 
in the BASL history, was orchestrated 
in a premise outside Hulftsdorp. 
Accordingly at the invitation of 
BASL, Mr. Madura Withanage 
Attorney-At-Law, Hon. Mayor of 
Sri Jayawardenapura Municipal 
Council joined force with the BASL 
to take the ‘National Law Week’ to 
Sri Jayawardenapura Municipal 
ground where a massive Legal Aid 
Clinic was organized on 30th June 
and 1st of July 2018 which was well 
responded by a unprecedented 
volume of people gushing, in seeking 
quality legal advice. The most senior 
President’s Counsel down the way 
to all other legal practitioners were 
benevolent enough to dedicate some 
of their time off their  busy schedule 
so as to quench the thirst of people 
by offering their expert opinion free 
of charge. A number of Government 
Institutions also flocked together at 
the same premise to advance the idea 
of ‘Access to Justice’  promoted by 
the BASL. In parallel to the main event, 
Legal Aid Clinics were held across 
the country under the patronage 
of respective Bars. The ‘National 
Law Week’ was further featured 
by Awareness Programs aimed at 
alerting   the minds  of the school 
children of  the risk they have been 
exposed with the growing technology 
in the country and the precautions to 
be taken to avoid the booby traps laid 
on the less-regulated cyber space.

The practice of publishing the  latest 
Unreported Judgments  in view of the 
delay it takes to release the official 
version of Sri Lanka Law Reports 
continued uninterruptedly during 
the past years as well. Accordingly 
the General Publication Committee  

headed by Mr. Kasun Liyanage 
Attorney-At-Law compiled Appellate 
Court Judgments in 2018 (unreported) 
for Criminal Law in two volumes. 
We also offered the whole set of Sri 
Lanka Law Reports at an affordable 
price which we had allowed to settle 
in easy monthly installments. Most 
importantly for the first time in the 
history we were able to print National 
Law Report (NLR) in collaboration with 
Government Printer and Sri Lanka 
Law Reports for our membership. 
In this regard the role played by Mr. 
Vijitha Manamperi Attorney-At-Law 
iin cordinating the relevant authorities 
muct be Particularly acknowledged.  

The re-launch of the BASL website 
was a remarkable achievement which 
merits a quick flashback. The earlier 
BASL official Website had become 
virtually ‘handicapped’ due to a 
myriad of issues therefore it became 
an exigency to draw up a new website 
which could cater our requirements. 
Accordingly with the help of a 
permanent IT Executive of the BASL 
a new and user-friendly website with 
the full administrative capacity vested 
in BASL was developed, which was 
commissioned on the cyber space 
Though the BASL website is still in 
the process of being upgraded to 
function to its fully capacity, I am 
positive that the foundation stone laid 
down during my tenure will point to an 
impregnable pathway for it to flourish 
to a fully-fledged website which can 
bring many services to the finger tips 
of the membership, including voting 
at future BASL elections.

I vehemently spoke of improvements 
to the infrastructure facilities of the 
Court houses. I turned my word into 
action when I was the first President to 
participate in the Infrastructure Trust 
Fund Committee. By my intervention 
I was able to provide equipment 
needed to outstation Bars. Further we 
selected 25 Bars with the approval of 
the EXCO and help them to improve 

their infrastructure facilities. 

BASL as a responsible professional 
body intervened in issues which 
assumed national importance. 
Accordingly it raised its concern over 
the duplicity of proposed Constitution, 
the threat to independency and 
integrity of the judiciary and legal 
profession and made representation 
in assisting the apex Court in 
interpreting the Constitution and 
determining the constitutionality of 
the Bills. The BASL took a firm stand 
against whomsoever regardless of 
the stature seeking to insult the legal 
profession in furtherance of their 
clumsy political agenda. As a result 
we have already instituted actions 
against the individuals who had made 
remarks  in public in derogation of our 
noble legal profession, motivated by 
conjecture and surmises.

Yet another concept I could introduce 
to the legal community was a 
grand-scale discourse with the 
participation of every stake holder 
in the administration of justice, 
titled ‘Colombo Dialogue’ under the 
theme ‘We shall converse fearlessly’. 
Accordingly ‘Colombo Dialogue’ 
glamorously unfolded for two days, 
23rd and 24th of March 2019, being 
dedicated for Civil and Criminal 
Law respectively. On the invitation 
of BASL and under the blessing of 
the Judicial Services Commission, 
Judges of Supreme Court namely his 
Lordship Justice Padman Soorasena, 
His Lordship Justice S. Thurairaja PC, 
Judges of Court of Appeal, namely his 
Lordship Justice Arjun Obeysekara 
PC, Judges of High Court, namely 
Mr. Manjula Thilakarathne,  Judges 
of District Court and Magistrates 
namely Ms. Lanka Jayarathne, the 
Chief Magistrate of Colombo, Mr. 
Ranga Dissanayake, the Magistrate 
of Fort Magistrate Court.  Most 
Senior President’s Counsel, including 
the President elected Mr. Kalinga 
Indatissa, PC Senior Lawyers and 
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Before the end, I would like to take 
this opportunity to glance a quick 
hindsight at the way I travelled 
through during past two decades as 
an active member of BASL. My maiden 
Administrative post at the BASL 
was marked by my being elected to 
officiate in the Executive Committee in 
the year 2000 where I was tasked with 
rejuvenating the ‘Welfare Committee’ 
which eventually wrote history when I 
managed to bring the welfare facilities 
to the door step of Bars across the 
country. Then I was chosen to serve 
as Hon. Treasurer of BASL during 
2002 - 2004 before I was voted to the 
office of Secretary in which capacity I 
served two years from 2008 to 2010. 
Finally in 2017 March I was elected to 
steer the BASL as its 24th President. 
Life at the BASL never proved to be 
a Bed of Roses for me and I had to 
encounter numerous hardships which 
I embraced as ‘blessings in disguise’ 
in order to fortify my determination 
and resolution to continue to fight 
the battle which I started way back in 
2000. As I always remind, whatever I 
have done is not for myself but for the 
future generation. I first stepped into 
the BASL with a dream of steering 
it towards a New Era. Changing 
the direction of BASL alone did not 
satisfy me, so I wanted to glide on a 
voyage discovering New Horizons. 
Whenever I found a new horizon, my 
inner mind propelled me Beyond 
Horizons. Beyond Horizons where I 
found was the success. During first 
year I went, towards the Pinnacle. 
Today I am stepping down leaving the 
entire benefits of the said Pinnacle of 
Success to my Younger Generation.

U. R. de Silva PC,
President,
Bar Association of Sri Lanka 

Junior Lawyers very enthusiastically 
took part in the event and bravely 
voiced their sentiments on the lapses 
manifested in the system and how 
it could be mended. As a result of 
the discourse,  numerous innovative 
propositions were boosted, which the 
BASL is in the process of informing 
in  to the writing to the relevant 
authorities for implementation. All 
who attended the event vowed to 
continue with this new concept which 
was unanimously perceived to have 
embodied a colossal potential to bring 
about tangible changes to the law and 
system. 

The outgoing year thus went by, 
marked by number of initiatives taken 
by BASL,  some of which were shared 
above, and at the end of its calendar 
year hosted the ‘Appreciation Night’ 
on 15th March 2019, where Twenty  
Seventh senior lawyers who had 
completed 50 years in active service 
were felicitated while members 
who had contributed in various 
dimensions to raise the BASL up to 
the expectations of the membership 
were recognized by awarding them a 
very valuable ‘Token of Appreciation’. 
The BASL which has never dispensed 
with the entertainment aspect of the 
members, during this year too, offered 
very attractive holiday package to 
‘Danauwwa Resort’ accompanied by a 
few outdoor expeditions at a fraction 
of the actual price.

Finally with my tenure drawing to an 
end, an election was called for and  I 
made it my bounden duty to ensure 
a free and fair election, without fear 
and favour. Accordingly the election 
to elect the next President and the 
Secretary of BASL was held on 20th 
February 2019 which was acclaimed 
as one of the most well-organized 
and configured elections in the 
recent past which was marked by the 
excellence of unbias and integrity. 
The BASL Election was headed to a 
new era when a successful initiative 

was put into motion whereby the 
election results were displayed on a 
large screen then and there in front 
of the voting center at Colombo Court 
Complex. While the impartial and 
efficient role played by Mr. Dappula de 
Livera PC, Hon. Solicitor General of Sri 
Lanka as the Chief Returning Officer 
and his team must be specially 
commended, I would like to take this 
opportunity to convey my sincere 
regard and profound congratulation 
to my successor. 

It is only a few initiatives taken by 
the BASL which     were shared with 
you above and I must emphasize 
but for the commitment, dedication 
and perseverance of Standing 
Committees, Members of Executive 
Committee, Delegates of the Bar 
Council, all the members and 
permanent staff members of the BASL 
secretariat, the massive prosperity 
being experienced today would only 
be but a dream. Accordingly it is my 
duty to extend my sincere gratitude 
to all of them, particularly to the 
outgoing Deputy President, Mr. Ali 
Sabry PC, outgoing Treasurer, Mr. 
Sujeewa Lal Dahanayake Attorney-
At-Law incumbent Secretary Mr. 
Kaushalya Nawarathne,Attorney-At-
Law, incumbent Assistant Secretary 
Mr. Chamath Fernando Attorney-At-
Law and Ms. Ruchira Gunasekara 
Attorney-At-Law in steering the BASL 
in an innovative and unprecedented 
way, by coordinating all relevant stake 
holders and motivating the members 
of Bar.

It is my duty to extend my profound 
compliment to Mr. G.G Arulpragasam, 
Senior Attorney-At-Law and my junior 
Mr. Kasun Liyanage, Attorney-At-Law 
and an executive member of BASL 
representing the junior members 
of the Bar for their unwavering 
corporation which undoubtedly 
always fuelled my determination to 
go higher than expected. 
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Overview by the Secretary

I consider it to be a great honour 
and a privilege to serve you as the 
Secretary of the Bar Association of 
Sri Lanka for the year 2018/2019 and 
take an immense pride in presenting 
its annual report. The Annual Report 
consists of many activities carried 
out by the BASL during the year under 
review which has been commended 
by members and non members alike. 

I shall endeavor to briefly appraise the 
membership with regard to the said 
activities of the BASL during the past 
year.  

It is indeed a matter of concern over 
the years the overcrowding of the 
legal profession. The last year was 
not an exception to the said issue. 
Hence, the membership of the BASL 
was increased from by a signifacant 
number especially due to the new 
entrants to the legal profession. 

During the past year many 
programmes such as, certificate 
courses, Seminars, Symposiums, 
Provincial Law Conferences, Junior 
National Law Conferences were 
conducted throughout the country 
with the participation of many 
members. The funds generated 
out of the said programmes clearly 
strengthened the financial stability of 
the BASL. Accordingly, the BASL was 
able to improve the facilities at the 
secretariat wherein, many renovations 
were effected to the building. Further, 
the purchase of a generator and the 
installation of a Solar Power System 

at the secretariat would undoubtedly 
minimize the expenditure of the BASL 
in future. 

It was concern of the management 
committee the defects in the BASL 
website. Hence, various attempts 
were made to rectify such defects 
in consultation with the website 
developer. However, as there was no 
acceptable solution for the issues, 
steps were taken to launch a new 
website which is fully functional 
at present. In the meantime, steps 
have been initiated to institute legal 
proceedings to recover the monies 
paid to the website developer. Further, 
action plan has been initiated to set 
up a fully functional IT Department 
with the aid of USAID which work is 
currently in progress simultaneous to 
obtain wi-fi facility to the Secretariat.  

I take great pride in placing on 
record, perhaps for the first time in 
the history, the BASL was able to 
reach the outstation Bars around the 
country and to provide immediate 
needs out of the funds so generated 
by the management committee. In 
the said context the BASL was able to 
provide computers, printers, furniture 
including chairs, tables, cupboards 
etc., Sri Lanka New Law Reports, 
financial assistance for immediate 
renovations of libraries, donation of 
books etc. which have been highly 
appreciated by members. The details 
are set out in the Report.

The knowledge is the key for the 
legal profession. Accordingly, many 
programmes were organized such 
as, day seminars, provincial law 
conferences, labour symposium, 
junior national law conference, junior 
forum etc. with the participation of 
respected legal luminaries and experts 
in the respective areas of interest as 
recourse personnel to educate and 
to enhance the knowledge of our 
members. I am confident that the said 

programmes were of immense of 
importance to all participants. 

The BASL is well possessed of its 
obligations towards the society. 
Therefore, whilst rendering much 
assistance to citizens through the 
legal aid committee of the BASL 
throughout the year, an island wide 
legal assistance week under the name 
of ‘law week 2019’ was organized in 
the last year. During the said week, 
the legal aid clinics to general public, 
awareness programmes to school 
children, advice to general public from 
state and private sector organizations, 
legal education programmes, 
competitions among school children, 
prison visits, cleaning of court 
houses, free legal advice, assistance 
to general public from government 
offices including the Attorney 
General’s Department and Sri Lanka 
Police and prison department, were 
carried out. I am happy to place on 
record that the said programme was 
highly acclaimed by all segments in 
the society. I shall appreciate with 
gratitude the immense support 
extended by the members of the Bar 
including the President’s Counsels, 
officers of the official Bar, Sri Lanka 
Police, Prison Department, Ministry 
of Justice and the Government 
Departments who were the success 
behind the said programme. 

One of the key issues that were 
discussed during the past year was 
the ever increasing new entrants 
which have deteriorated the standards 
of the legal professional. Further, 
much attention was drawn to the 
lack of supervision of the institutions 
involved in the legal education, such 
as private universities and institutions 
etc. Accordingly, the Committee 
appointed to study and make suitable 
recommendations to address the said 
matter, after deliberations with many 
stake holders submitted a detailed 
report. I am happy to place on record 
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that the recommendations of the 
said committee were accepted by 
the Council of Legal education vis-
a-vis the entry qualifications to Sri 
Lanka Law College, which is due to be 
implemented soon. The hard work of 
the members of the said committee is 
much appreciated.

We continue to educate the general 
public with regard to legal issues 
encountered in day today life through 
both print and electronic media. The 
success of the said programmes 
is amply demonstrated from the 
frequent responses received by 
the secretariat. We extend our 
sincere thanks to the members of 
the media committee for the efforts 
and especially obtaining sufficient 
air times from the respective media 
institutions without burdening the 
finances of the BASL. 

It is important to educate the 
membership with regard to the latest 
developments of the law especially 
regarding the principals enunciated by 
the appellate courts in the respective 
judgments. We are happy to place 
on record that the BASL was able to 
commence the publication of the news 
letter with new features. The credit 
shall go to the editorial committee for 
the job well done. The BASL was able 
to publish many publications during 
the past year including the unreported 
judgments of the Supreme Court in 
the areas of both Civil and Criminal 
Law. The said publications have not 
only brought revenue to the BASL but 
have been a valuable legal literature 
for the legal practitioners. Further, 
steps have already been initiated to 
provide the complete set of Sri Lanka 
Law Reports and New Law Reports at 
a concessionary rate to the members. 

Our juniors are the future of our legal 
profession. Hence, it is imperative 
for the BASL to provide required 
assistance and to create opportunity 
for the juniors to enhance knowledge 

and develop the skills simultaneous 
to maintain highest standards of 
professional ethics and to maintain 
professionalism throughout the 
career. In this regard, the special 
programmes which were designed 
and held during the last year such 
as, Speech Craft Programme, Legal 
English Course, Effective Instructing 
Attorneys’ Course, Junior National 
Law Conference and Junior Bar 
Forum, were of immense importance. 
The unreserved thanks are extended 
the junior bar committee for the 
successful steps taken in organinsing 
the junior bar conference and the 
forum in the last year. 

We were mindful of our obligations 
towards the legal profession and 
to the nation at large. Hence, whilst 
raising the voice of the Bar against 
the proposed amendments to the 
constitution of the Country and 
amendments to the existing laws, 
the BASL resorted to many courses 
of action including the filing of the 
application in Appellate Courts where 
we felt that the intervention of court 
was needed.. Further, an Application 
was filed in the Supreme Court against 
the Sri Lanka – Singapore free trade 
agreement in order to protect the best 
interest of the legal profession. We 
had mixed success in such attempts 
wherein some applications were 
determined in favour and some were 
against. 

Relationships of the BASL must 
be well managed. They must 
be established, maintained, 
strengthened and extended to ensure 
that the profession continues to 
benefit from a divers insights, shared 
capacity and innovation. We believe 
mutual benefit is essential. With the 
said intention BASL, during the past 
year maintained high rapport with the 
Judiciary, Ministry of Justice, Attorney 
General’s Depart, Government 
Institutions, Private Sector Institutions 
and individuals wherein we were able 

to resolve issues of mutual interest 
amicably as and when it were needed. 
Further, the horizons of the BASL 
were extended beyond the shores 
of the island. Accordingly, many 
delegations from other countries 
such as, Singapore, China, India and 
Australia were entertained at the 
Secretariat wherein full discussions 
were held to work harmoniously in 
the areas of mutual interest. The 
membership of Law Asia, International 
Bar Association continued whilst 
obtaining the membership of BRILA.

It is common knowledge that the BASL 
was criticized for the alleged lack of 
transparency in financial activities. 
Having considered the seriousness of 
the said matter, immediate steps were 
taken to recruit a qualified Accountant 
to manage the financial affairs of the 
secretariat. 

There is no doubt that the ambiance 
of the secretariat is of importance. 
Accordingly, several steps were 
taken to renovate and upgrade the 
secretariat as aforesaid which could 
be witnessed by anyone at present. 
I am firmly of the view the Secretariat of 
the BASL belongs to the membership. 
Thus, at all times the professionalism 
and discipline among the staff of the 
Secretariat and the services provided 
shall be of the highest standards. 
In this regard, steps were taken to 
introduce a dress code/uniform to 
the staff. Further, regular training 
programmes are conducted to the 
staff in order to meet ever increasing 
demands of the members and to 
be competitive. It is regrettable to 
note the non-availability of a proper 
system of recruitment to the staff, a 
proper code of ethics or list of duties 
which I consider as an impediment 
to provide a professional service to 
members. However, steps are being 
taken to remedy the said deficiencies.

I find that the detachment of senior 
members of the legal profession 
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from the affairs of the BASL has 
been an ever increasing concern of 
the management committee. This 
has undoubtedly impacted the affairs 
of the BASL as I am of the view, 
that the guidance of the seniors is 
imperative. Hence, necessary steps 
should be taken to create a conducive 
environment for the senior members 
to participate proactively in the affairs 
of the BASL in all capacities whilst, 
creating sufficient opportunities for 
the junior members of the Bar. 

Upon a consideration of the increasing 
complaints against the attorneys-
at-law, which warrant merits, it 
has become necessary to revisit 
the existing rules and regulations 
relating to professional ethics and 
the mechanism in place to counter 
such incidents/complaints. Hence, it 
is imperative to introduce a proactive 
system to solve such complaints 
without delay in order to win the 
confidence of the general public. 
Simultaneous to the same, steps shall 
be taken to appraise the members 
with regard to professional ethics. 
It has been a concern during the past 
year, the failure of the attorneys-at-
law to wear the proper attire to courts 
in compliance with the Supreme 
Court Rules. Hence, the BASL is in the 
process of taking meaningful steps 
to appraise the members regarding 
same.

There are many projects designed 
for the welfare of the members of 
the Bar, which are presently in the 
pipe line. Discussions are ongoing to 
provide health insurance schemes, 
retirement plans and loan schemes 
for juniors etc.

We noted the regular absence of 
several members of the executive 
committee, the Bar Council and Zonal 
representatives of the outstation bars 
from regular meetings. This would be 
an impediment for the affairs of the 
BASL. Thus, it is important to maintain 

the enthusiasm throughout the year 
whilst appreciating the importance of 
the burden vested with the office of 
the representatives of the bar.

I wish to place on record my sincere 
appreciation for the unreserved 
support extended to me by the 
President Mr. U.R. De Silva, PC, the 
Deputy President, Mr.Ali Sabri, PC, 
Treasurer Mr.Sujeeva lal Dahanayake 
and the Assistance secretary, 
Mr.Chamath Fernando during the 
past year. The President Mr.U.R.De 
Silva, PC undoubtedly receives special 
appreciation in view of the ability 
displayed during the past year without 
whom many programmes could not 
have been materialized.

Further, I wish to extend my sincere 
appreciation to His Lordship the Chief 
Justice, retired Chief Justice Hon. 
Priyasath Dep PC,the members of 
the Executive committee and the Bar 
Council, Senior and junior members 
of the Bar, Hon. Attorney General 
Mr.Jayantha Jayasooriya, PC, Hon. 
Solicitor General Dappula De Livera 
PC and the members of the Official 
Bar, Hon. Minister of Justice and the 
Secretary to the Ministry of Justice, 
Members of the Judiciary, for the 
support extended.

I also acknowledge with gratitude the 
support extended by the members of 
the BASL Secretariat led by Ms.Surani 
Samarasekera, the Administrative 
Secretary and the members of the 
Special Project Committee during the 
last year. 

My sincere appreciations are extended 
to all the Chairman/Chairperson and 
the conveners of the sub committees 
for the year 2018/2019. The BASL 
would not have been able to carry 
out the respective programmes 
effectively and successfully if not for 
the support extended by them. 

It is appreciated with gratitude the 

support extended by the donor 
agencies of the BASL throughout 
the past year. In the said context the 
support extended by the USAID and 
its representatives undoubtedly are 
entitled for a special mention without 
whose support many programmes 
would not have been successful or 
materialized.

Finally, I extend my heartfelt gratitude 
to my senior Mr.Kushan D’Alwis PC 
who made me who I am today and 
releasing me from his chamber whilst 
willingly under taking to discharge 
professional work, encouraging and 
guiding me to serve as your Secretary. 

Kaushalya Nawaratne AAL,
Secretary,
Bar Association of Sri Lanka
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1st BAR COUNCIL MEETING AND CONVOCATION 2018 - 2019
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The 1st Bar Council meeting of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka for the Year 2018-2019, was held on the 24th of March 2018 at Grand 
Monarch Hotel, Thalawathugoda, presided over by the Honorable Attorney General of the Republic, Presidents Counsel Mr. Jayantha 
Jayasuriya. The said meeting was conducted on the agenda which had been previously circulated amongst the members of the Bar 
Council. The agenda of the said meeting was as follows;

1st BAR COUNCIL MEETING
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Delegates of the Bar Council for the Year 2018-20119
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MINUTES OF THE 1ST BAR COUNCIL MEETING
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At the conclusion of the proceedings of 
the 1st Bar Council meeting, perhaps for 
the first time in the history of the Bar 
Association, the outgoing Secretary Mr. 
Amal Randeniya officially handed over 
the mantle of the Post of Secretary to 

the incoming Secretary Mr. Kaushalya 
Nawaratne which was highly commended 
by the members as such gestures 
undoubtedly contribute to maintain the 
highest standards and the well respected 
traditions of the legal profession. 

Thereafter, the meeting was adjourned 
until the resumption of the Annual 
convocation which was fixed for the 
evening of the same day. 
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44th CONVOCATION

Held on 24th March, 2018 at Miloda Academy, Colombo

Cheif Guest	 : 	Mr. Ranil Wickramasinghe, Honourable Prime Minister of 	

		  the Republic of Sri Lanka

Guest of Honour	 : His Lordship the Chief Justice Priyasath Dep PC
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BAR ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA  

 44th - ANNUAL CONVOCATION 
SATURDAY, 24 MARCH 2018 – MILODA ACADEMY OF FINANCIAL STUDIES  

6 30 pm  
 

PROGRAMME 
 

6 25 pm  - Arrival of Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe, Prime Minister of the Democratic Socialist Republic of  
Sri Lanka, His Lordship Priyasath Dep PC - Chief Justice, Hon. Justice P. Padman Surasena – President 
of the Court of Appeal,   Hon. Mr. Jayantha Jayasuriya  PC - Attorney General, Hon. Dappula De  
Livera  PC - Solicitor General, and other distinguished members  
 

6. 30 pm -  Lighting of the Traditional oil lamp 

         -   National Anthem 

                  -   Announcement of the results of the election of the President of the Bar Association of Sri  

                         Lanka by the Honourable Solicitor General Mr Dappula De Livera PC                                                                       

                        -  Induction of the President elect of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka by the Hon. Attorney       
General 

                        -  Announcement of the results of the election for Secretary, BASL for the year 2017/18 by                 
Hon. Solicitor General Mr. Dappula De Livera PC 

                         - Announcement of the results of the election for Deputy President,  Zonal Vice Presidents,   
Treasurer and Members of the Executive Committee by the Secretary, Mr. Kaushalya 
Nawaratne. 

  
                  6 40 pm  - Address by Honourable Justice Padman Surasena President of the Court of Appeal  

                  6 50 pm -  Address by Honourable Jayantha Jayasuriya PC , Attorney General  

                  7 00 pm -  Address by His Lordship Priyasath Dep P.C Chief Justice of the Democratic Socialist          
Republic of Sri Lanka 

                  7 10 pm -   Address by President, Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Mr. U R De  Silva PC 

                  7 20 pm -  Address by Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe, Prime Minister of Democratic Socialist   
Republic of Sri Lanka, 

                  7 30  pm -  Vote of Thanks by Deputy President Mr. Ali Sabry PC 
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The 44th Annual convocation of the BASL 
was held on the 24th of March 2018 at 
Miloda Academy Colombo 1. The Chief 
Guest of the said event was Honorable 
Ranil Wickramasinghe, Prime Minister 
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of 
Sri Lanka. The Guest of Honour was his 
Lordship the Chief Justice Priyasath Dep 
PC. The said meeting was presided over 
by the Honorable Attorney General Mr. 
Jayantha Jayasuriya PC. Accordingly, Mr. 
U.R. De Silva PC was inducted as the 24th 
President of the Bar Association of Sri 
Lanka by the Honorable Attorney General 
after the announcement of the results 
of the election of the President and the 
Secretary for the Year 2018/2019 by the 
Honorable Solicitor General Dappula De 
Livera PC. 

The Honorable Prime Minister whilst 
addressing the gathering inter alia 
highlighted the necessity to control and 
regulate the Social media to maintain the 
good relationship among the communities 
in the country in wake of several disturbing 
incidents prevaling in the country at that 
point. Further, His Lordship the Chief 
Justice whilst commending the affairs 
of the Bar Association highlighted the 
importance of cooperation between 
the Bench and the Bar to maintain the 
Rule of Law in the country whilst his 
Lordship Padman Surasena pointed out 
the importance of the transition into 
digitalization of Court records to avoid the 
Laws delays . 

One of the highlighted events at the said 
Convocation was the presentation of 

the 1st copy of the BASL Law Journal to 
Mrs. Neelakandan, the widow of late Mr. 
Kandiah Neelakandan who rendered a 
yeoman service to the legal fraternity 
and to the legal literature in particular 
for several decades. It is noted with 
great gratitude the services rendered 
by Mr. Kandiah Neelakandan who was 
instrumental in publishing the BASL Law 
Journal as the Chief Editor for several 
years. 

Thereafter, Mr. U.R. De Silva PC addressed 
the gathering wherein the President whilst 
reiterating the progressive steps taken 
by the Bar Association during his first 
term of office, explained the activities/ 
programmes scheduled for the Year 
2018/2019 for the benefit of the members.
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CHAPTER 02

THE MANAGEMENT AND MEMBERSHIP OF BASL - 2018 / 2019
The Executive Committee 

The Bar Council

••Presidents and Secretaries of Branch Associations

••Chairpersons and Conveners of Standing Committees for the Year 2018-2019

Membership of the BASL

	 ••>> Life Members

	 ••>> Ordinary Members

	 ••>> New Entrants



Office Bearers for the Year 2018-2019

President : 
Mr. U.R. De Silva PC

Deputy President : 
Mr. M.U.M. Ali Sabry PC

Secretary : 
Mr. Kaushalya Nawaratne

Treasurer : 
Mr. Sujeewa Lal Dahanayake

Asst. Secretary : 
Mr. Chamath Fernando
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ATTENDANCE OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2018-2019

President : Mr. U.R. De Silva, PC, Deputy President : Mr. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC, Secretary : Mr. Kaushalya 
Nawaratne, Treasurer : Mr. Sujeewa Lal Dahanayake, Asst. Secretary : Mr. Chamath Fernando, Immediate 
Past President : Mr. Geoffrey Alagaratnam, PC, Mr. Sunil D.B. Abeyratne, Mr. Kamal Goonesinghe, Mr. Dinoo 
S. Dharmaratne, Mr. Binara Gunasekera, Mr. Pradeep Gamage, Mr. Chathura Galhena, Mr. Anura Jayasiri, Mr. 
Mahesh Katulanda, Mr. Nishan S. Premathiratne, Mr. Pandula Wanniarachchi, Mr. Kasun C.K. Liyanage, Zonal 
Vice Presidents : Mr. Karunaratne Herath, PC, Mr. Sudath Wickramaratne, Mr. A.M. Samsudeen, Mr. Ruwan K. 
Basnayake, Mr. K. Narayanapillai, Mr. Jagath Wickramanayake, Mr. Vasantha Gajanayake, Mr. M.W.A.C. Sweeny 
Perera, Ms. Nalani Manatunga, Mr. Y.G.P. Dayananda, Ms. Shantha Abimanasinghama,PC, Mr. V.L. Asurappuli, 
Mr. Lal Wijenayake, Mr. Priyantha K.W. Gamage, Mr. N.B. Anil Balalle, Mr. Ariyasena Panangala, Mr. Rohan 
Modaramage, Mr. Naleen Thilaka Herath, Mr. S.G.L. Arawinda Dias, Mr. M.M. Saburudeen



ANNUAL REPORT  2018 - 2019 BAR ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA

38 39



ANNUAL REPORT  2018 - 2019 BAR ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA

38 39

PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES OF BRANCH ASSOCIATIONS

BRANCH NAME PRESIDENTS SECRETARIES
1 AKKARAIPATTU Mr. S.L.A. Rasheed Mr. M.M. Baheej
2 AMPARA Mr. U.S.Gallage Mrs. R.H.S.Sanjeewani Hewage
3 ANURADHAPURA Mr. Chandana Weerakoon Mr. Naleen Dimuthu Bandara
4 ASSOCIATION OF CORPORATE LAWYERS Ms. Renuka Jayatilleke Ms. Rangika Kondaramage 
5 ATTANAGALLA Mr. Sajith Senadira Mr. Y.G.P.Dayanadha
6 AVISSAWELLA Ms. Sandya Wickramasinghe Ms. H.D.P.K. Chandrasena 
7 ANAMADUWA Mr. P. Sunil Jayawardena Ms. M.Wanninayake
8 BADULLA Mr. Sujeewa Jayasinghe Mr. Upali Gunasekera
9 BALANGODA Mr. D. Sooriyapatabendi Mr. M.M. Rafeek 
10 BALAPITIYA Mr. Nuwan Somirathna Ms. Ganga Wijewardane 
11 BANDARAWELA Mr. Ruwan Basnayake Mr. Amila P. Ranathunge
12 BATTICALOA   Mr. K. Narayanapillai Mr. A. Uwais 
13 BIBILE Mr. H.M. Sarath Kumara Mr. Prasanna Sanjeewa Piyathilake
14 BADDEGAMA Mr. Ananda J. Abeywickrama Mr. Priyankara Liyanage
15 CHILAW Mr. Chaminda Pradeep Rodrigo Mr. L.M.S.S. Landekumbura
16 COLOMBO LAW SOCIETY Mr. Jagath Wickramanayake Mr. Tivanka Ekaratne
17 COLOMBO M.C Mr. R.A.P. Ranawaka Mr. Dinesh Godagama
18 ELPITIYA Mr. Munidasa Halpandeniya Ms O.K. Sumudhitha Piyumali
19 EMBILIPITIYA Mr. K.P. Abeysooriya Mrs. K.K.Inoka Nayomi
20 GALLE Mr. Priyantha R.W. Senevirathna Mr. Eranga Nanayakkara
21 GAMPAHA Mr. H. D. S Gunawardena Ms. D.W. Padma Amarathunga
22 GALGAMUWA Mr. A. P. Balalle Mrs. Kalpana Sujeewani Rajapaksha
23 GAMPOLA Mr. Nilantha Pilapitiya, AAL Mr. B.S.Udugama 
24 HAMBANTOTA Mr. Sunil R de Silva Mr. Chaminda Sooriyapatabendi 
25 HATTON Mr. A. Rajendra, Mr. R.C. Karunakaran
26 HETTIPOLA Ms. Pushpa Kumari Herath Mr. Lakmal Wicramaarachchi
27 HINGURANKGODA Mr. Chandrika Kumaraperuma Mr. Nalaka Mihira Bandara
28 HOMAGAMA Mr. Sudath Wickramaratne Mr. Sumith Parakrama 
29 HORANA Mr. Ranjith S.Rupasinghe Mrs. Seetha Rohini Albert
30 JAFFNA  Ms. S. Abimanasingham, PC Mr. S. Paramarajah 
31 KADUWELA Mr. Kamal Prasanna Wijesiri Mr. Samitha Pandithasundara 
32 KANTALE Ms. G.G.M. Damayanthi Kumari Mr. Sampath Weerasinghe
33 KALMUNAI Mr. Ariff Samsudeen Mr. I.L.M. Ramees 
34 KALUTARA Mr. Vajira Laxman Asurappuli Mr. H.C. Liyanaarachchi 
35 KANDY Mr. Shantha Ratnayake Mr. Priyantha Bandara karunanayake
36 KEGALLE Mr. Priyantha Gamage Mr. Chaminda Seneviratne
37 KESBEWA Mr. A. H. Gunasena Mr. T.M. Wellalage
38 KEKIRAWA Ms. J.M. Coswatte Mr. J.K.Ambagahawatte
39 KULIYAPITIYA Mr. Percy Wadugedara Mr. H.M.S.Chandrasekera
40 KURUNEGALA Ms. Anoma Jayawardane Mr. S. Jayasekera
40 KURUNEGALA Ms. Anoma Jayawardane Mr. S. Jayasekera
41 MAHIYANGANA Mr. Gamini P Rabakenpura Ms. Shyamali Rathnayake
42 MAHO Mr. Sarath K. Herath Ms. Geethika Karunarathna
43 MAHARA Mr. G. K. Pathirana Ms. Ramani Senavirathna
44 MALIGAKANDA Mrs. Suneetha Dias Mrs. Dammika Kumari Jayasundara
45 MALLAKKAM Mr. S. Thevarajah Mrs. A. Gayathri Akilan
46 MANNAR Mr. E. C. Feldano Mr. M.M. Saburudeen 
47 MARAWILA Mr. Lalantha Sarathchandra Ms. A.A.Roashanthi Fernando
48 MATALE Mr. Champika S.Wijerathna Mr. Darshani Gunasekara
49 MATARA Mr. Ariyasena Panangala Mr. Dulip Gunarathna
50 MATHUGAMA Mr. Sumanadasa Hapuhetti Ms. Subashini Jayawickrama
51 MAWANELLA Mr. Asoka Jayaweera Mr. U. B. Rupasinghe
52 MINNUWANGODA Mr Nadhith Sanjeewa Hettiarachchi Ms. Lalani Madhuwanthi Bulathsinhale
53 MONARAGALA Mr. T.U.S.K. Bandara Ms. Jeevani Vimal Wijesooriya
54 MORATUWA Mr. Ravindra Manoj Gamage Mr. Chandana Withanage
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BRANCH NAME PRESIDENTS SECRETARIES
55 MORAWAKA Mr. Ajith P. Abeysekera Mr. Hewa Ratthagalage Priyantha
56 MT. LAVINIA Mr. Wasantha Gajanayake Mr. Reshan Gamage
57 MULLAITIVU Mr. T. Paramasothy 
58 MUTHUR Mr. Mohamed Shariff Nayam Mr. Abdul Azeez Mohamed Sakideen
59 NAWALAPITIYA Mr. Nayananda Aluthgamage Mr. D.M.S.B.Delpitiya 
60 NEGOMBO Mr. Rohan Modaragamage Mr. Indika Silva
61 NIKAWERATIYA Mr. W.F.B.Fernando Mr. R. B. Herath
62 NUGEGODA Mr. G.B.Indika Jayarathna Mr. W.Osmand Jayarathne 
63 N' ELIYA Mrs. N.T.Herath Mr. H.M.G.Senanayake
64 PANADURA Ms. Malika N. Danusekara Mr. Premarathna Jayasinghe 
65 PELMADULLA Mr. S.D. Wijayagunawardana Mr. M.G.A.D.Manipura
66 POINT PEDRO Mr. M.K. Muthukumar Mr. Nandarajah Rajeevan
67 POLONNARUWA Mr. T. B. Udagedara Mr. Chandika Thilakarathna
68 PUGODA Mr. Romesh Samarakkody Mr. U.L. Newton Uswatta
69 RATNAPURA Mr. Sanath  Abeyratna Mr. Lalith A. Pieris 
70 RUWANWELLA Mr .H. R. Anura Jayasiri Mrs. Shamali P. Vedasinghe
71 SAMANTHURAI Mr. S.M.M. Musthafa Mr. Y.M.Anver Siyath 
72 TANGALLE Mr. J. Andrahennady Mr. V. B. R. Weerakoon
73 TRINCOMALEE Mr. M. A. M. Mujeeb Mr. M.M. Riswan Mohamed
74 VAVUNIYA Mr.  M. Sittampala, PC Mr. P. Anton Punethanayagam
75 WARIYAPOLA Mr. Ajantha Bandara Mrs. Dilrukshi Jayamaha
76 WATTALA Mr. Hilarin Gunawardane Mr. Premanath Kalehewatta 
77 WELIMADA Mr. Champika Dissanayake Ms. Thusharika Fernnado
78 WELLAWAYA Ms. T.M.M. Tennakoon Mr. L.A.K. Ajith Kumara 
79 WARAKAPOLA Ms. Shyamalee Perera Mr. A P B Herath
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BASL STANDING COMMITTEES – 2018 / 2019 

  COMMITTEES CHAIRMAN / CHAIRPERSON CONVENER/S 

1 PROFESSIONAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MR. G.G. ARULPRAGASAM MRS. SURANEE SAMARASEKERA 

2 ETHICS COMMITTEE MR. SHAMMIL PERERA PC MR. BINARA GUNASEKARA 

3 FINANCE COMMITTEE MR. NEOMAL GOONEWARDENA MR. SENAKA DE SARAM 

4 OUTSTATION BAR COMMITTEE MR.MAHINDA B.K.LOKUGE MR. ASELA MORAGOLLA 

5 APPRENTICES TRAINING COMMITTEE MR.G.G.ARULPRAGASAM MR. MADUKA PERERA 

6 JUNIOR BAR COMMITTEE MR. KUVERA DE ZOYSA PC MR. NISHAN PREMATHIRATHNE 

7 NATIONAL LAW CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN : MR.SANJEEWA 
JAYAWARDENA PC (He resigned due to 
busy professional Commitments)                                                                   
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: MR. JAGATH 
WICKRAMANAYAKE 

MR. ISURU BALAPATABENDI                                                                                        
MS. SANDAMALI CHANDRASEKERA 

8 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE MR. SUDATH PERERA MR. DESHAN HEWAVITHANA 

9 LAW, LAW DEVELOPMENT AND SEMINAR  
COMMITTEE MR. KALINGA INDATISSA PC MR. NIROSHAN SIRIWARDENA                                                                       

MR. SAMPATH HEWAPATHIRANA                                                               

10 CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION (CLE) TASK 
FORCE ON DIGITISATION OF COURT SYSTEM MR. SUNIL D.B. ABEYARATNE 

CO-CONVENER – MS. NAYOMI 
WICKREMARATNE 
CO-CONVENER - MS. MANOURI 
FERNANDO 

11 FUTURE OF THE LEGAL EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 

CO-CHAIRMAN - MR. M.U.M. ALI SABRY PC                                                                             
CO-CHAIRMAN - MR. AMAL RANDENIYA        

MR. LASITHA KANUWANAARACHCHI                              
MR. SANJEEWA DASANAYAKE 

12 LAW WEEK COMMITTEE MR. CHETHIYA GUNASEKERA 
CO-CONVENER – MR. HARITH DE MEL 
CO-CONVENER – MR. SANJEEWA 
RUWANPATHIRANA 

13 RULE OF LAW COMMITTEE MR. M.U.M. ALI SABRY PC MR. NUWAN BOPAGE 

14 HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE MR. SUJEEWA LAL DAHANAYAKE MR. CHAMITH SENANAYAKE                                                                                    
MR. JAGATH THALGASWATTA 

15 LEGAL AID AND PUBLIC INTEREST 
LITIGATION COMMITTEE   DR. W. RODRIGO PC MR. OSHADA RODRIGO 

16 LAW MEDICAL INTERACTION MR. KAMAL R.GOONESINGHE MS. MELANI KUDALIYANAGE 
    

17 SOCIAL WELFARE COMMITTEE  MR. MAHESH KATULANDA MR. SEPALA RATNAYAKE                                                    
MR. JANAKA RANATUNGA 

18 BASL LAW JOURNAL COMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRMAN - MR. ERAJ DE SILVA 
CO-CHAIRMAN - MR. SARAVANAN 
NEELAKANDAN 

MR. AYENDRA WICKRAMASEKARA                                        
MS. LAILA NASRY 

19 BASL DIARY COMMITTEE MR. FELICIAN FERNANDOPULLE MS. NADEE SARATHCHANDRA 

20 NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE MR. JAGATH WICKREMANAYAKE MR. PRIYANTHA ALAGIYAWANNA                                                 
MS. GIMHANI JAYAWEERA 

21 GENERAL PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE MR. DILEEPA PIERIS MR. KASUN LIYANAGE 

22 IT & COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE MR.CHATHURA GALHENA MR. CHARITHA JAYAWICKRAMA 

23 OPA COMMITTEE MR. KAMAL GOONESINGHE MR. SUJEEWA LAL DAHANAYAKA 

24 NOTARIAL PRACTICE COMMITTEE AND 
REGISTRATION OF TITLE ACT COMMITTEE  MR. NITHTHI MURUGESU MS. NIRODHA KALANSOORIYA 

25 TAX COMMITTEE MR. SURESH PERERA  MS. PRASHANSA WEERASINGHE 

26 POLICE RELATIONS COMMITTEE MR.U.R.DE SILVA PC MR. KAUSHALYA NAWARATNE                                                                  
MR. CHAMATH FERNANDO 

27 COMMITTEE ON WOMEN AND CHILD RIGHTS  MRS. SAUMYA AMARASEKERA                              
MRS. DILRUKSHI DE ALWIS MS. MOKSHINI JAYAMANNE 

28 BENCH-BAR COMMITTEE MR. U. R. DE SILVA PC  MR. KAUSHALYA NAWARATHNE 

29 SPECIAL PROJECTS/ COMMITTEE MR. U.R.DE SILVA PC MS. RUCHIRA GUNASEKERA 

30 PROFESSIONAL & CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
OF  WOMEN LAWYERS COMMITTEE MS. RUCHIRA GUNASEKERA MS. RANUSHA WIJESINGHE 

31 MEDIA COMMITTEE MS. PRIYANI RATHNAYAKE MR. AJITH ROHANA 

32 SPORTS COMMITTEE MR. PRADEEP GAMAGE MR. PANDULA WANNIARACHCHI                               
MR. SUMITH KELAART 

33 COMMITTEE ON PRE AND POST 
ENACTMENTS LEGISLATION PROCEDURES  MR. HARSHA FERNANDO MR. ANURA JAYASIRI 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 2018-2019
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It is with great honour I place on record that the BASL was able to carry out many activities during the past year (2018/2019) for the 
benefit of the members as well as the general public with the unreserved support extended to the Management Committee by the 
members. It is noteworthy to mention the untiring efforts of the Chairmen and Conveners of the respective committees in conducting 
many programmes in all parts of the Island which are elaborated hereinafter. 

However, I regret to note the regular absence of few members of the Bar Council and the Executive Committee from the respective 
meetings was perhaps an obstacle for the BASL to clearly identify the needs of the members of the Outstation Bars as the voice of 
the respective bars are not heard at the meetings. Hence, it is important for the members of the BASL to pay due attention to the said 
important matter in future.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE BASL 

In terms of the Constitution of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka all Attorney-at-Law of the 
Supreme Court of Sri Lanka are members of the BASL, however it is only “Life Members” 
who are entitled to voting rights and other benefits of the Association. 

The total number of Life Members and Ordinary Members as at 31st December, 2018 

 Life Members  - 15,509 
 Ordinary Members  -   4,970 
 Total Membership  - 20,479 

The total number of New Members from 01st January, 2018 to 31st December, 2018 

 Life Members  -    727 
 Ordinary Members  - 1,294 (Junior Category – 644) (Senior Category – 650) 
 Total Membership  - 2,021 

New Life members and Ordinary Members from 1st January, 2019 to 25th March, 2019 

 Life Members  -    275 
 Ordinary Members  -    368 
 Total Membership  -    643 

 

Catergory 
Summery of BASL Membership Report 

As @ 31st March  

2015 2016 2017 2018 

Life Membership 12,306 13,683 14,893 15,509 

Ordinary Membership 5,202 4,240 4,729 4,970 

Total Membership  17,508 17,923 19,622 20,479 

Increase   415 1,699 857 
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53%

47%

Membership Demographics 
Gender 

Female

Male

25%

75%

Membership Category 

OM

HCLM

LM

38%

62%

Membership Demographics

Outstation

Colombo

Experience of the BASL Membership

50 Years and above

41 to 50 Years

31 to 40 Years

21 to 30 Years

11 to 20 Years

0 to 10 Years
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CEREMONIAL SITTINGS

Bench and Bar meeting held on 04TH September, 2018 at the District Court of Colombo.

During the last year several meetings 
were convened with the participation of 
the members of the Judiciary and Bar in 
order to identify and to find solutions for 
the issues faced by the members in the 
day today practice. It is worthy to note 
the outstation bench and bar meetings 
conducted at the respective Provincial 
Law conferences during the last year 
with the participation of his Lordship 

Padman Suransena and the Honorable 
Attorney General undoubtedly was a 
success wherein the members of the 
outstation bars were able to find solutions 
for longstanding issues. The Management 
Committee of the BASL made use of the 
said meetings in order to identify the 
needs of the members of the outstation 
bars and accordingly we are happy to note 
that the BASL was able to provide much 

assistance to the outstation bars which 
are mentioned in this report. Hence we 
consider that it is a necessity to continue 
the said bench and bar meetings in future 
which is of mutual benefit for both bench 
and the bar in administering justice.

During the last year, several Ceremonial 
sittings were held in the Supreme Court as 
well as in the Court of Appeal. There were 
representation at the said Ceremonial 
sittings by the BASL wherein inter alia the 
President of the BASL, from time to time 

highlighted the need of speedy action 
to be taken to address the allegation 
of Laws’ delays. Further, the President 
expressed his concerns regarding the lack 
of discipline among the legal practitioners 
in the recent years and called upon the 

intervention of the members of both the 
bench and the bar to take steps to maintain 
the Professional standards especially in 
the eyes of the general public.

A Bench and Bar meeting was held on 
4th September 2018 at District Court 
Room No. 08 with a view to discuss the 
practical issues confronted by the legal 
practitioners, broadly categorized into 
three main areas namely Administration 
of the Judicial system, use of Technology 
in court procedures and Infrastructure in 
the District Courts, the Magistrates Courts, 
the Commercial High Courts. His Lordship 
the Chief Justice, Hon Attorney General, 
Secretary of the Ministry of Justice, 
Honorable Judges of the Commercial 
High Court, District Court and Magistrate 
Court took part in the deliberations on the 
invitation extended by the BASL.    

His Lordship the Chief Justice spoke of 
several steps taken by the Judicial Service 
Commission towards automation of the 
Court System.  

Some of the key concerns raised by 
the members at the solution-finding 
deliberation were 

I.	 Taking long time for recording the 
	 cases filed under Debt Recovery Law. 
II.	 The long interval between two successive 
	 dates of cases 
III.	 The Pre-Trial Procedure not achieving its 
	 purpose. 
IV.	 Delays incurred in obtaining certified 
	 copies of the proceedings 

V.	 The defects in the infrastructure such 
	 as seepage of rain water, poor safety 	
	 condition of the court complex and 	
	 lack of access for disabled to the Court 
	 Houses and accessory offices.  
VI.	 Failure to resort to advanced technology 
	 as a measure of countering the law delays. 

Hon. District Judges of Colombo replied 
that the part of the law delays was 
attributable to the lack of infrastructure 
facilities. They further pointed out that 
having to handle vast number of cases 
by 10 judges had compelled the cases to 
be fixed between long intervals. Hence 
District Judges put forward following 
suggestions. 

I.	 Establishment of another District Court 
	 Room
II.	 One Court house to be presided over 
	 by two judges separately in the morning 
	 and evening sessions.
III.	 Establishment of separate Court 
	 Houses to take up Pre-Trial hearings.
IV.	 Shortage of staff such as stenographers 	
	 and clerks. 

Secretary to the Ministry of Justice 
explained that plans are afoot to 
implement necessary renovation and 
refurbishments to the Court House and 
they were awaiting the funds requested 
for. He further commented that the 

renovation of the Commercial High Courts 
would be completed within this year with 
the support of Sri Lanka Navy.  

Mr. U.R de Silva, the President of the BASL 
emphasized the acceleration of the moves 
to facilitate E- Filing, Case Management 
and audio and video recording 

Adverting to Colombo Law Library which 
is the largest law library in the country 
having nearly 15,000 books it was pointed 
out that though water and electricity 
were provided by the Ministry all other 
facilities were maintained by themselves. 
Law library uses 6,400 sq.ft area and 
other 5,000 sq. ft feature a consulting 
room, ladies room and the canteen.  It was 
further bemoaned that the 5,600 sq.ft 
which was believed to have been allocated 
for the Law Library on the proposed new 
building to house entire court complex 
was not adequate therefore urged the 
Secretary of MOJ to re-visit the space 
earmarked for that purpose. 

All the stake holders who attended the 
event made their candid observations on 
the steps to be taken to upgrade the Court 
System.

	 09.03.2018	 To enable the Bar to welcome Hon. Justice A A U Wengappuli as a Judge of the Court of Appeal 
	 08.05.2018	 To enable the Bar to welcome Hon. Justice Mahinda Samayawardhena  as a Judge of the Court of Appeal 
		  To enable the Bar to welcome Hon. Justice  Arjuna Obeysekere  as a Judge of the Court of Appeal 
	 17.07.2018	 Swearing of 03 Attorneys-at-Law as President’s Counsels
	 31.08.2018	 For the Admission of 210 Attorneys-at-Law
	 22.10.2018	 To enable the Bar to welcome Chief Justice of the Republic, His Lordship the Chief Justice  Nalin Jayalath Perera
	 18.01.2019	 Swearing of 25 Attorneys-at-Law as President’s Counsels
	 23.01.2019	 To enable the Bar to welcome Hon. Justice  Priyantha Fernando as a Judge of the Court of Appeal 
	 28.01.2019	 To enable the Bar to welcome Hon. Justice  Preethi Padman Surasena as a Judge of the Supreme Court 
		  To enable the Bar to welcome Hon. Justice  Sithambarampillai Thurairaja, PC as a Judge of the Supreme Court 
		  To enable the Bar to welcome Hon. Justice  Ethauda Arachchige Gamini Rohan Amarasekara as a Judge of the 
		  Supreme Court 
	 15.03.2019	 To enable the Bar to welcome Hon. Justice  Nishshanka Bandula Karunaratne as a Judge of the Court of Appeal 
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Farewell dinner to His Lordship the Chief Justice Honorable Priyasath Dep PC and 
Welcome dinner to His Lordship the 46th Chief Justice Honorable Nalin Perera.
The members of the Bar organized a 
farewell dinner to his Lordship the 45th 
Chief Justice of Sri Lanka Honorable 
Priyasath Dep PC on his retirement, 
at the Galadari Hotel simultaneous to 
ceremonially welcome the incoming 46th 

Chief Justice of the Republic Honorable 
Justice Nalin Perera. The said ceremony 
was attended by large number of 
members representing many parts of the 
Island. Whilst addressing the occasion, his 
Lordship Justice Dep and Justice Nalin 

Perera commended the affairs of the 
Bar Association of Sri Lanka and agreed 
to extend the fullest cooperation of the 
bench to the bar in dispensing justice.



ANNUAL REPORT  2018 - 2019 BAR ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA

48 48



ANNUAL REPORT  2018 - 2019 BAR ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA

49 49

CHAPTER 04

CONTINUOUS LEGAL EDUCATION
•Outstation Bars

	 >> Provincial Law Conferences

		  >> 6th PLC - Central Province

		  >> 7th PLC - Sabaragamuwa Province

		  >> 8th PLC - Southern Province

		  >> 9th PLC - Eastern Province

		  >> 10th PLC - North Western

CLE One Day Programmes

•National Law Conferences

	 >> Junior National Law Conference 

	 >> Junior Bar Forum

	 >> Labour Law Symposium

•Certificate Courses

•Skill Developments

•Donor Funded Programmes

••Colombo Dialogue
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In the year of 2018/2019, the BASL has organized 05 Provincial Law Conferences focusing Central Province, Sabaragamuwa Province, 
Southern Province, Eastern Province and North Western Province to provide greater opportunities for the Legal Practitioners in outstation 
Bars to enhance their capacities on recent developments of Law and to facilitate networking with the senior members of the Bar.

Provincial Law Conferences
OUTSTATION BARS

Event Dates Venue Total Participants

PLC – Central Province June 8,9,10 Tree of Life, Kandy 124

PLC – Sabaragamuwa Province August 10,11,12 Grand Udawalwe Safari Resort 124

PLC- Southern Province October 19,20,21 Amari, Galle 158

PLC- Eastern Province December 7,8,9 Amaya Beach, Pasikudah 92

PLC- North Western Province February 2,3,4 Ananthaya, Chilaw 92

Total 590

Accordingly, 590 lawyers were benefited from this series of Provincial Law Conference highlighting its significance to continue in 
coming years too. In total, forty (40) resource persons (30 Male Resource Persons + 10 Female Resource Persons) were invited 
and 03 Resource Persons namely, Hon. Justice P.P. Padman Surasena, Judge of the Supreme Court, Mr. U. R De Silva, PC President 
of BASL and Mr. Sunil Abeyaratne, Chairman of CLE Committee of the BASL attended all 5 provincial law conferences while Hon. 
Jayantha Jayasuriya, the Attorney General was attending 4 provincial law conferences. Additionally, Mr. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, President’s 
Counsel, Deputy President BASL, Mr. Kaushalya Nawaratne, Secretary BASL , Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, President’s Counsel , Mr. 
Samanthe Ratwatte, President’s Counsel, Mr. Prasantha  Lal de Alwis, President’s Counsel, Mr. Nihal Fernando, President’s Counsel, 
Mr. Kuvera De Zoysa, President’s Counsel, Mr. Neville Abeyratne, President’s Counsel, Mr. G. G. Arulpragasam, Attorney-at-Law, Mr. 
Jagath Gunawardene, Attorney-at-Law, Mr. Felician Fernandopulle, Attorney-at-Law, Mrs. Shiranthi Gunawardena Attorney-at-Law , 
Mr. Ajith Rohana, DIG Sri Lanka Police and Attorney-at-Law, Mr. Kamal Gunasinghe, Attorney-at-Law, Mr. Chandima Muthukumarana, 
Attorney-at-Law, Mr. Jagath Wickramanayake, Attorney-at-Law, Mr. Mahesh Katulanda, Attorney-at-Law, Mr. Senaka De Seram, 
Attorney-at-Law, Mr. Mahinda Lokuge, Chairman, Outstation Bar Committee, Mr. Lasitha Kanuwanaarachchi, Attorney-at-Law, Mr. 
Sanjaya Kodithuwakku, Attorney-at-Law, Mr. Madhawa Tennakoon, Senior State Counsel, Mr. Nishan Premathirathne, Attorney-at-
Law, Mrs. Priyani Rathnayake, Attorney-at-Law, Ms. Mokshini Jayamanne, Attorney-at-Law, Dr. Rose Wijeyesekera Senior Lecturer, 
Faculty of Law, University of Colombo, Ms. Ruchira Gunasekera, Chairperson Professional and Career Development of Women Lawyers 
Committee, Ms. Prashana Weerasinghe, Attorney-at-Law, Professor Sarathchandra Kodikara, Ms. Senela Jayasuriya, Dr. Asela Mendis, 
Head, Department of Forensic Medicine, University of Colombo, Dr. Sathish Gunasinghe, Consultant Neurologist and Attorney-at-Law, 
Mrs. Melanie Kudaliyanage, Attorney-at-Law, Ms. Lakshanthi Fernando, Attorney-at-Law Singapore, Managing Director C M S Holborn 
Asia, Ms. Kaushani Pathirana, Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Colombo joined with this series of Provincial Law Conference as 
the resource persons of the conference. 
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and Attorney-at-Law, Mrs. Melanie Kudaliyanage, Attorney-at-Law, Ms. Lakshanthi Fernando, 
Attorney-at-Law Singapore, Managing Director C M S Holborn Asia, Ms. Kaushani Pathirana, 
Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Colombo joined with this series of Provincial Law 
Conference as the resource persons of the conference.   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To measure the informativeness of these Provincial Law Conferences, the feedbacks were collected 
from participants of each Provincial Law Conference in responsive to the provided scale ranging 
from 1- 10 (10 is most informative). Accordingly, participants were asked to evaluate the topics of 
each conference and based on these collected feedbacks, the figure below mentioned that average 
score received by each Provincial Law Conference is above 5.0. 

 Out of five (05) Provincial Law Conferences held in the year 2018/2019, Provincial Law 
Conference in Southern Province scored as the most informative Provincial Law 
Conference. 

See the Figure 1 below 
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To measure the informativeness of these Provincial Law Conferences, the feedbacks were collected from participants of each 
Provincial Law Conference in responsive to the provided scale ranging from 1- 10 (10 is most informative). Accordingly, participants 
were asked to evaluate the topics of each conference and based on these collected feedbacks, the figure below mentioned that 
average score received by each Provincial Law Conference is above 5.0.
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Attorney-at-Law Singapore, Managing Director C M S Holborn Asia, Ms. Kaushani Pathirana, 
Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Colombo joined with this series of Provincial Law 
Conference as the resource persons of the conference.   
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from participants of each Provincial Law Conference in responsive to the provided scale ranging 
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each conference and based on these collected feedbacks, the figure below mentioned that average 
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²	 Out of five (05) Provincial Law Conferences held in the year 2018/2019, Provincial Law Conference in Southern Province 
scored as the most informative Provincial Law Conference.

See the Figure 1 below

Overall it is seen that the sessions discussed at these provincial law conferences were very informative in disseminating expected 
knowledge and skills effectively. The figures indeed made this idea of provincial law conference a success and in this context, a word 
of appreciation should be gone to CORE Justice program of USAID for their join hands with this worthy cause and, for provincial 
leadership of BASL to the support extended in organizing these events successfully.
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The influxion of high number of entrants to the legal profession has drawn serious concerns of all stakeholders in the legal profession. 
Thereof, a special committee was appointed by the BASL to propose suitable recommendations to address the said concerns 
specially due to the reasons of high number of entrants on yearly basis has really contribute, inter alia, to lower the standers of the 
legal profession. The comprehensive report compiled by aforesaid committee after much deliberation over a period of one year, 
made several recommendations, specially based on the proposals made by members of the judiciary, members of the official and 
unofficial Bar, both senior and junior members. Having considered the said recommendation during the past year, several discussions 
were held by BASL and the members of the said committee with his Lordship the Chief Justice and members of the Council of Legal 
Education. I am happy to note that the efforts of the BASL, specially said committee Mr. Ali Sabry PC, our deputy President the 
recommendation vis vis the entrants to the law collage was approved by the Council of Legal Education. 

Therefore, several progressive proposals made by the BASL were accepted by the Council of Legal Education in that minimum 
qualification to seek entrance to Sri Lanka Law Collage, acceptance of foreign law degrees, the recognition of the law education 
universities/ institutions, and medium of instructions and curriculum at the law collage will be regulated and implemented. 

Our sincere gratitude is extended to Mr. Ali Sabry PC and the abled members of the committee who worked tirelessly for a long period 
for the benefit of the future generation and the betterment of the legal profession. We unreservedly extend our thanks to all resource 
persons who contributed many ways to the committee in its endeavors.

The conclusion of the report is set out herein below

THE FUTURE OF LEGAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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PROVINCIAL LAW CONFERENCES
Kandy

Ratnapura

As a result of request eagerly made by the members of the 
Sabaragamuwa Province, the BASL in partnership with Ratnapura 
Bar Association organized the 7th Provincial Law Conference at 
Grand Udawalawa Safari Resort, Udawalawa from 10th to 12th August 
2018. The members from Ratnapura, Pellmadulla, Balangoda and 
Embilipitiya Bars actively participated at the said Conference whilst 
enjoying the fellowship dinner held in the evening of 11th August 2018. 
The Conference concluded with a great success leaving wonderful 
memories with both the resource persons and the participants.

The 6th Provincial Law Conference was held in Kandy from 8th 
to 10th June 2018. An eminent Panel of lecturers made their 
presentations on various aspects of law during the two-day 
residential conference. More than 100 participant benefited. 
By the conference and the participants had the opportunity to 
discuss matters relating to law with the recourse persons who 
are mostly senior members practicing in Colombo.
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Matara

Ampara

Spreading its wings further towards the regional Bars, the 
BASL decided to conduct the 8th Provincial Law Conference in 
collaboration with Matara Bar targeting the Southern Province 
at Amari Galle Hotel & Resort from 19th to 21st October 2018. 
The participants had the benefit of discussing various legal 
matters and obstacles they face with while they discharge 
their professional duties. The contribution of the Hon. Attorney 
General, His Lordship, Justice Padman Surasena, Judge of 
the Supreme Court and other eminent Panelists towards the 
success of the said Conference was in measurable. 

Proving the fact that distance, warm weather or heavy rains will 
not hinder the determination of the BASL to serve its outstation 
Members, the BASL in collaboration with the Batticaloa Bar organized 
the 9th Provincial Law Conference for the benefit of the Members 
practicing in the Eastern Province at Amaya Beach, Pasikuda from 
7th to 9th December 2018. The participants had the exposure to a 
distinguished Panel of experts travelled all the way from Colombo 
to advance and improve the legal knowledge of the participants. 
The Conference concluded marking yet another successful Event 
organized by the BASL.
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CLE One Day Programmes [Badulla, Kurunegala, Anuradhapura, Nuwara Eliya and Ampara]
Badulla

Chilaw

The 10th Provincial Law Conference organized by the BASL in 
partnership with Marawila Bar from 2nd to 4th February 2018 
at Anantaya Resort & Spa marked a land-mark in the history 
of such Conferences being the last Provincial Law Conference 
organised under the leadership of its creator, Mr. U. R. de Silva 
PC. Residential Conference held at a outstandingly comfortable 
location with an eminent Panel of Lecturers provided the 
Participants boundless opportunities to advance their legal 
knowledge while enjoying the stay. 

In consideration of the request made by the members of the 
Provincial bars, the BASL conducted several day seminars 
in the following areas. The eminent members of the bar 
participated as Resource persons who shared the expertise 
in the respective fields for the benefit of the participants. The 
BASL place on record with gratitude all resource persons for 
extending unreservedly for the benefit of the members who are 
eager to update the knowledge.
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Kurunegala and Ampara
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Conferences
Junior National Law Conference

THE Junior Bar consists of approximately 
8,000 lawyers who are yet in their first 10 
years in practice in the legal profession. 
The Chairman of the Junior Bar Committee 
for 2018/2019 was Mr. Kuvera de Zoysa, 
President’s Counsel and the Convener of 
the Junior Bar Committee was Mr. Nishan 
Premathiratne.  During the year 2018/19, 
the Junior Bar Committee has managed 
to engaging in various activities in order to 
disseminate knowledge and to uplift the 
standards of the Junior Lawyers across 
the country.

The Junior National Law Conference which 
is the most sought after annual event of 
the calendar of the Junior Lawyers, was 
held for the 18th consecutive year from 
the 14th to the 16th of September 2018 
at the hotel ‘Hikka Tranz by Cinnamon’, 
Hikkaduwa under the theme of “futurum 
edificamus- we build the future”. The 
Conference consisted of a delegation of 
255 Junior Members representing all the 
branches of the Bar Association across 
the country. The inauguration ceremony 
of the Conference was held on the 14th of 
September evening with the participation 
of the Attorney General of the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka Hon. 
Jayantha Jayasuirya, PC as the Chief 
Guest and with the participation of many 
distinguished legal professionals. The 
key note speaker for the evening was Dr. 

Harsha Cabral, President’s Counsel.

The Conference encompassed a series 
of academic sessions in the areas of 
Civil Law, Criminal Law and Commercial 
Law discussing important developing 
areas of law with the participation of 
eminent resource personnel as panelists, 
including Hon. Judge of the Commercial 
High Court Ruwan Fernando, Additional 
Solicitor General Mr. Yasantha Kodagoda 
President’s Counsel, Dr. Harsha Cabral 
President’s Counsel, Mr. M.U.M. Ali 
Sabry President’s Counsel, Mr. Ikram 
Mohamed, President’s Counsel, Mr. 
Kalinga Indatissa President’s Counsel, Mr. 
Anil Silva President’s Counsel, Mr. Saliya 
Peiris President’s Counsel, Mr. Chandaka 
Jayasundera President’s Counsel, Mr. 
Avindra Rodrigo, Mr. Senaka de Saram, 
Mr. Jagath Wickramanayake and Mr. 
Saravanan Neelakandan. A session on the 
recent amendment to the Inland Revenue 
Law and its’ implications to the legal 
professionals was facilitated by the Senior 
Commissioner of the Inland Revenue 
Department Mr. Darmadasa Rangalla and 
Mr. Riad Ameen.

Further, through the Conference, Junior 
Lawyers appraised the importance of 
self-confidence and branding themselves 
in the legal profession through an 
interactive session conducted by Ms. 
Senela Jayasuirya, CEO of Women 
Empowered Global and the attire for a 
gentleman through a session conducted 
by Mr. Fouzul Hameed, the Owner and 
Managing Director of Hameedia.
 
The Junior Bar Forum 2018 was held on 
the 16th of September 2018 from 9.00 
a.m. to 12.30 p.m. along with the Junior 
National Law Conference 2018. The 
main aim of the Forum was to address 
the issues and problems faced by the 
Junior Lawyers around the country and 
the issues raised were addressed by an 
eminent panel of stakeholders consisting 
of Additional Solicitor General Mr. 
Yasantha Kodagoda President’s Counsel, 
the President of the Bar Association of 
Sri Lanka Mr. U. R. de Silva President’s 
Counsel, the Secretary of the Bar 
Association of Sri Lanka Mr. Kaushalya 
Nawaratne, Chairman of the Junior Bar 

Committee of the Bar Association of Sri 
Lanka Mr. Kuvera de Zoysa, President’s 
Counsel, Convener of the Junior Bar 
Committee and the Executive Committee 
Member of the Bar Association of Sri 
Lanka Mr. Nishan Premathiratne, Mr. 
Harsha Fernando Senior Attorney at Law 
and Mr. Nuwan Bopege representing the 
Junior Lawyers. The Forum ended on a 
note of searching for more feasible and 
sustainable solutions for the issues raised 
at the Forum.
The Junior Bar Law Journal Volume IX 
was launched at the Junior National Law 
Conference 2018 inauguration ceremony 
on the 14th of September 2018 and the 
first copy of the Journal was presented 
to the Hon. Attorney General Mr. Jayantha 
Jayasuriya. The Journal consists of 
numerous articles catering to the 
modern-day lawyers knowledge, interests 
and requirements comprising of recent 
developments in law and recent case 
judgements.

The Journal has attracted many 
contributions from far corners of the 
Island and it included articles in all three 
languages being Sinhala, English and 
Tamil. This will enabled the inclusion of 
all the Junior Lawyers and no one was 
marginalized based on their language 
skills. 

In addition to the articles from junior 
lawyers from all corners of Sri Lanka, on 
the invitation by the Editorial Committee, 
distinguished senior lawyers and 
special contributors have contributed 
to the Journal, to share their knowledge 
and expertise on a diverse range of 
topics. This includes the articles from 
three international legal practitioners, 
including a regional consultant to the 
World Intellectual Property Organisation 
and a special contribution by the Senior 
Assistant Director – Legal Compliance of 
the Department of Foreign Exchange.

The Conference theme “futurum 
edificamus- we build the future” was 
formulated after careful contemplation 
to instill with the junior lawyers, the 
importance of their role in upbringing the 
entire legal fraternity. The Conference 
concluded with immense success.
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National Labour Law Symposium
Focusing on a meaningful dialogue to 
share views and information on recent 
developments in the field of labour Law and 
employment relations, the Bar Association 
of Sri Lanka organized the National Labour 
Law Symposium 2018 under the theme 
“Sustainable Labour Law Regime for the 
Future of Sri Lanka”. During the Symposium 
it was highlighted the need to re-visit the 
present legal system concerning labour and 
employment matters in order to embrace 
international labour law standards whilst 
achieving flexibility and equity, Participants 
representing legal practitioners, human 
resources professionals, academics, 

stakeholders and interested groups had 
the opportunity to engage in informative 
and dynamic discussion on key issues 
and developing fields of labour laws. The 
symposium was successfully held at JAIC 
Hilton Colombo on 26 and 27 November 
2018 with the participation of more than 120 
participants.

The opening ceremony was witnessed by 
the Hon. Minister of Justice as the chief 
guest, Hon. Attorney General, His Lordship 
the President of Court of Appeal and other 
dignitaries. 

The chart below highlights the aspects of 
informativeness of the sessions covered at 
the National Labour Law Symposium 2018. 
These figures are based on the collected 
feedback of the Participants of NLLS 
2018 in responsive to the provided scale 
to measure the informativeness of each 
session at NLLS 2018 ranging from 1-10.
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Convencying and Notarial Practitioners Conference

Debt Recovery Workshop

The Debt Recovery Workshop was organized with the 
participation of Mr. Palitha Kumarasinghe PC, Mr. Kushan D’ 
Alwis PC, Mr. Theja Silva, Executive Vice President of Nations 
Trust Bank, Mr. Thejaka Perera, Vice President of DFCC Bank 
and Mr. Shehan Gunawardene, AAL. It was successfully 
held on 04th October 2018 at the BASL Auditorium with an 
overwhelming participation of more than 269 participants.

Notarial Practices Committee of BASL headed by Mr. Nithi 
Murugesu, Senior Attorney-at-Law along with his abled 
committee members organized a conference on ‘Conveyancing 
and Notarial Practice’ at BMICH on 09th February 2019. 

The conference was attended by an unprecedented number 
of participants and President’s Counsel, Senior Attorney’s at 
–Law, relevant Government Officials and other stake holders 
contributed towards the success of the conference as resource 
persons. 

The distinguished panel of lecturers included, among others, 
Mr. Nihal Rajakaruna AAL, Mr. G.G. Arulpragasam Senior AAL, 
Dr. Dayanath C. Jayasuriya PC, Mr. Nevil Aberyrathne PC, Mr. 
Chandana Liyanapatabedi PC, Eng. (Ms) K.G Samarasinghe, 
Acting Director [City Planning, Colombo Municipal Council], Mr. 
Rohantha Abeysuriya, Senior DSG, Mr. Felician Fernadopulle 
AAL, Ms. A. Manisha N. Silva, Deputy Legal Officer, CMC, Mr. 
Ranjith Dayananda, Senior Deputy Registrar General (Notaries), 
Ms. Ajitha Edirimanna Senior AAL. 

The conference was comprised with three sessions, each 
dedicated to deliberate on unique areas of Notarial Practice, 
which included salient features of Title Registration Act, current 
Apartment Ownership Laws, Ownership to re-claimed Land 
(Port City Development) and Foreign Ownership of Lands. 

Due to the overwhelming demand demonstrated by the 
members of the Bar, the BASL has already taken steps to 
organize its 2nd phase on 6th April 2019 at Hilton Residencies 
(JAIC Hilton), Colombo. 



ANNUAL REPORT  2018 - 2019 BAR ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA

60 61

The said programme was conducted by the BASL on in consequent to an initiative taken by the members of the Homagama bar 
specially Mr. Sudath Wickramaratne the  Zonal Vice – President. The said   programme was attended by the members of the  
regional bars.

The day Seminar conducted at Homagama

Certificate Course on Legal English

Certificate Courses

Due to the high demand, the Program Committee of BASL commenced 
the Certificate Course of Forensic Science as a 12 Weeks Programme. 
The Certificate Course commenced on 01st June 2018 and, there 
were 71 participants. Professor Ravindra Fernando, Senior Professor 
on Forensic Science and Toxicology, Faculty of Medicine, University of 
Colombo was the Course Coordinator of this Course while Mr. U.R. De 
Silva, President’s Counsel, President BASL, Mr. Chethiya Gunasekera, 
Senior Deputy Solicitor General, Attorney General Department Mr. Sunil 
D.B. Abeyaratne, Attorney-at-Law, Mr. Madhawa Thennakoon, SSC, 
Professor Muditha Vidanapathirana, Senior Lecturer, Department of 
Forensic Medicine, University of Sri Jayawardenepura, Mr. A. Welianga, 
Government Analyst, Mr. Shani Abeysekera SSP Crime Investigation 
Department, Mr. Chandana Perera, Registrar of Fingerprints, Criminal 
Records Division and Mrs. K.K.Apsara, Senior Assistant Government 
Examiner of Questioned Documents were serving as the Members of 
the Resource Persons panel.

The Certificate Course on Legal English was commenced on 06th 
June 2018 as a Eight (08) weeks Course. It was coordinated by Mr. 
R. Shehan C. Perera, Attorney-at-Law, English Language Lecturer at 
Sri Lanka Law College and there were 37 participants to the program.

Certificate Course on Forensic Science
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Criminal Defense Course

ICT Law Course

The Certificate Course under the title “Criminal Defence” was commenced on 
08th February 2019 as a Twelve Weeks Course. There were 77 registrations for 
the Certificate Course and it is still ongoing. Mr. U. R. de Silva President’s Counsel, 
President BASL he is the Course Coordinator while Mr. Anil Silva PC, Mr. Prashantha 
Lal De Alwis PC, Mr. Saliya Pieris PC , Mr. Nevil Abeyratne PC, Mr. Chethiya 
Gunasekera DSG, Mr. Madhawa Tennakoon SSC, Mr. D.A.P Weeratna AAL, Mr. Sunil 
Abeyaratne AAL, Mr. Upali Mohotti AAL and Ms. Sanjeewani Abeykoon AAL are 
serving as the Resource Persons.

Advanced Certificate Course on ICT Law was commenced on 29th November 2018 
as a Twelve Week Course. There were 44 enrollments to the Course and course 
is still ongoing. The primary instructor for this course was Mr. Sunil Abeyaratne, 
Attorney-at-Law while Mr. Jayantha Fernando, Legal Advisor for ICTA, Mr. 
Chandaka Jayasundara PC, Ms. Ayesha Jinasena PC, Additional Solicitor General, 
Mr. Chanakya Jayadeva AAL, Mr. Ajith Rohana, DIG Sri Lanka Police and AAL, Mr. 
Chathura Galhena AAL, Mr. N. Selvakumaran, Senior Lecturer of Faculty of Law 
University of Colombo, Dr. Sampath Punchihewa, Lecturer Faculty of Law University 
of Colombo Mr. Ravindu Meegasmulla, Information Security Analyst, CERT and Mr. 
Siddhartha Nanayakkara, Director, Sky Alliance (Pvt) Ltd were the lecturers for the 
program.

Certificate Course on Effective Instructing Attorneys

The 14th intake of the Certificate Course on Effective Instructing Attorneys 
[EIA] commenced on 02nd August 2018 as a 10 weeks course. There were 54 
enrollments into this Certificate Course and Mr. Ikram Mohammed PC, Mr. U. R. 
de Silva PC, Dr. Harsha Cabral PC, Mr. Shammil Perera PC, Mr. Kushan De Alwis, 
PC, Mr. Viraj Dayaratne PC Additional Solicitor General, Mr. M. U. M. Ali Sabry PC, 
Mr. G. G. Arulpragasam AAL, Mr. Jagath Wickremanayake AAL and Mr. Vasantha 
Gajanayake AAL were the Resource Persons of this Certificate Course.
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Introduction to Legal Practices – 
One day seminar for new entrants to the profession

The BASL Apprentice’s Training Committee in collaboration with Professional and Career 
Development of Women Lawyer’s Committee organized a day workshop on Fundamentals 
in Legal Practice at Grand Monarch, Thalawathugoda on 22nd August 2018 in furtherance 
of BASL ingrained ideology of imparting fundamental values in the legal professions in the 
minds of its future generation. Hence program was organized in the eve of the new batch of 
apprentices being called to the Bar. 

The event was honored with the presence of His Lordship Justice S. Thurairajha and the 
senior official of the Attorney General Department who pointed out various avenues where 
young lawyers could embark on their legal career. 

The program had been structured to present panel discussions by the experts in 04 main 
areas of law namely Criminal Law, Civil Law, Labour and Employment and Notarial Works. 
The workshop was aimed at deliberating over certain core spheres in the profession such as 
understanding profession, professional duties and ethics, communication with client, building 
key relationship, networking and fostering ongoing professional contacts, projecting and 
poising of confidence, how to take initiatives and effective management of time.

In each session the experts shared their infinite experience with the apprentices as to 
the obstacles they had encountered during their long journey and how they had managed 
to overcome those in order to emerge successful in the long run. A highlight of the event 
was the role-play enacted by a team lead by Mr. Chandaka Jayasundara PC and Mr. Jagath 
Wickramanayake, Senior AAL demonstrating as to how professional relationship with a client 
is built up by gradually wining over their faith. 

Skill Developments
Toastmaster Programme

The above novel programme was designed and 
implemented during the past year with the aim of 
extending support to the members of the bar to 
brush uo the language skills, Presentation skills 
and confidence in discharging the Professional 
activities. The said programme was initiated in 
collaboration with the Toastmasters International 
and in particular Toastmasters club of the Hatton 
national Bank Plc. 

The first intake has successfully completed the 
course and the certificates were ceremonially 
handed over to the respective participants. The 
grand finale of the said programme was held 
under the patronage of the Honorable Attorney 
General wherein Miss. Nadee Sarathchandra was 
adjudged as the best Speechcrafter and won the 
gold medal. Presently, the course for the second 
intake is in progress and the arrangements 
are being made to commence a course for the 
Third intake no sooner the completion of the 
ongoing course. It is the object of the BASL to 
set up a Toastmasters Club amongst the legal 
community once the criterion of the International 
Toastmasters are met in due course.
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The BASL with the assistance of its Programme 
Committee implemented a series of Round-
Table Discussions aiming to raise awareness 
among legal practitioners, human rights 
activists, civil society groups and government 
authorities on the issue of Trafficking in 
Persons (TIP) and its prevention strategies. 
This programmeme was implemented (from 
May 2018-September 2018) under the BASL 
partnership with American Bar Association 
Rule of Law Initiative (ABA ROLI).

In these discussions, a common programme 
schedule was structured to provide the 
participants the maximum benefit by 
disseminating knowledge and skills in order 
to expand their potentials and capacities 
to continue their services in TIP combating 
process. Accordingly, three main areas 
discussed in these Round-Table Discussions 
were,

�	 What Constitutes Trafficking in Persons 
�	 Victim Identification | Cross-Sectoral Strategies 
�	 Interface Between Effective Victim Protection and Successful Prosecutions

In total, Four Round-Table Discussions were held in the districts of Kandy, Baticoloa, Kurunegala and Negombo with the Special Lawyer 
Training as the Fifth programme in Colombo. BASL and ABA ROLI worked in collaboration to design the programmeme structure and 
select the Resource Panel for each programmeme. Resource persons were selected on the basis of their subject specialty, exposure 
in the relevant field, ability to present ideas in simple language in a context of a mixed audience and most importantly, their ability to 
present ideas simply. 

DONOR FUNDED PROGRAMMES
Human Trafficking

DISCOURSE  BETWEEN SENIOR LAWYERS AND JUNIOR COLLEAGUES
Colombo Dialog on Civil and Criminal Law

The above programme was held on  the 23rd and the 24th March 2019 at Grand 
Monarch Thalawathugoda  and Jaic Hilton Colombo 02 respectively. The topics that 
were discussed at the said dialogue were issues relating to Civil law and Criminal Law 
which dialogue was attended by a large number of participants from many parts of 
the country. The participants were able to directly interact with Judges of the Supreme 
Court, Court of Appeal, High Court and District Courts in relation to issues regarding 
the respective areas of practice.
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COMMIITTEE ON PROFESSIONAL AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT FOR WOMEN LAWYERS 
(PCDWL)

WOMEN LAWYER’S DEVELOPMENT 

Chairperson	 :	 Ms. Ruchira Gunasekera
Convener	 :	 Ms. Ranusha Wijesinghe

The BASL Committee on Professional and Career Development for 
Women Lawyers (PCDWL) was established in May 2018 initiated 
by Mr. U. R. de Silva PC, President of BASL.

19 founding members served on the committee representing the 
following bars supporting promotion and advancement of Women 
Lawyers. 

Ms. Anoma Jayawardana -  Kurunegala Bar
Ms. Sandhya Thalduwa – Kaduwela Bar
Ms. Swarna Jayaweera – Colombo Bar
Ms. Malika Dhanusekera – Panadura Bar
Ms. Priyani Rathnayake – Matara Bar
Ms. Hyacinth Mallawarachchi – Avisawella Bar
Ms. Sithara Jayasekera – Bibile Bar
Ms. Nadee Sarathchandra – Chilaw Bar
Ms. Pradeepa Kaluarachchi – Colombo Bar
Ms. Madhu Jayatilake – Colombo Bar
Ms. Yashara Wijesinghe – Colombo Bar
Ms. Kaushalya Wijesinghe – Nugegoda Bar
Ms. Umeshika Dalpatadu – Colombo Bar 
Ms. Upeksha Weerasinghe – Colombo Bar
Ms. Nayomi Wickremaratne – Colombo Bar
Ms. Chathuri Sirisena – Colombo Bar
Ms. Peshala Herath – Kurunegala Bar
Ms. Piyumi Randima Hulugalle – Kurunegala Bar
Ms. Niroshika Liyanaarachchi –Minuwangoda Bar

The PCDWL Committee’s inaugural annual planning meeting took 
place from 13-15 July at Amari Hotel in Galle with the support 
of the USAID CORE Justice programme .  Professor Maithree 

Wickremasinghe graced the meeting as the Keynote Speaker and 
Ms.Shirani Narayana , Governance and Rule of Law Adviser of 
USAID participated the programme as the Guest of Honour. 

A document was prepared at the  inaugural planning meeting  
which provides  an overview of the PCDWL’s mandate,  also it 
was intended to be a guiding document for current and future 
committee members which established the  overall objectives 
for the committee, identified the  roles and responsibilities for 
the committee members and designed activities for the future . 
The document also contained the mission of the PCDWL ,  which 
is to be a forum that provides networking and professional and 
personal development opportunities that unite and empower 

women lawyers to uphold the integrity and professionalism of the 
legal profession; to advance and protect the interests of women 
lawyers; and to achieve justice for all.  

The PCDWL Committee organised  One - Day Workshop for 
Apprentices on “Advocacy Skills and Career Guidance” in the 
areas of Criminal Law, Civil Law, Fundamental Rights, Labour & 
Employment Law and Corporate Law  on the 22nd of August 2018 
at  Grand Monarch Hotel in  Thalawathogoda. 

As a further step, the committee organised a Capacity Building 
Workshop for members on  “Personal Effectiveness and 
Leadership Planning, Conducting Meetings and Budgeting” on the 
07th October 2018 at Movenpick Hotel Colombo with the support 
of USAID CORE Justice programme.

At the invitation of PCDWL Chairperson- Ms.Ruchira Gunasekera, 
Ms.Lakshanthi Fernando - Attorney-at-Law, Singapore, Managing 
Director CMS Holborn Asia addressed the participants on the 
theme “Women Lawyers’ Journey; Breaking the Glass Ceiling”  at 
the Provincial  Law  Conference organised by the BASL at Hotel 
Amari on 21st of October 2018.

CORE JUSTICE also conducted a Programme on Mentoring for the 
PCDWL Committee members on 16th November 2018 at the BASL 
Auditorium. Ms. Liyanne and Mr.Roshanga Wickremasinghe were 
the Resource Persons.

The committee expressed its greatest appreciation for the 
support and cooperation extended by the President Mr.U.R.De 
Silva PC, Deputy President, Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant 
Secretary, Executive Committee, Members of the Bar Council 
and Administrative Staff of the BASL towards the activities of the 
PCDWL Committee. The members of the committee extend their 
special thanks to Ms.Shirani Narayana , Governance and Rule of 
Law Adviser of USAID,  Mr. Mitch Gruner and Ms.Roma Ranasinghe 
of USAID CORE Justice programme for their support and USAID 
for sponsoring the programmes of PCDWL Committee. 
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REPORT OF THE HUMAN RIGHT COMMITTEE

REPORT OF THE APPRENTICES TRAINING COMMITTEE

Chairperson	 :	 Mr. Sujeewa Lal Dahanayake
Co-Conveners	 :	 Mr. Jagath Thalgaswatta 
			   Mr. Chamith Senanayake	

The Human Rights Committee of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka together with the Welfare Division of Prison Department conducted a 
legal Counseling Programme for the male and female convicted/ remand prisoners in September 2018 at the Magazine Remand Prison 
and Welikada Prison. 

Chairman of the Human Rights Committee of the BASL delivered the Introductory Remarks and the Prison Chief Welfare Officer also 
addressed the inmates.
 
A team of Ten Lawyers participated and conducted Counseling Sessions for the male and female inmates on a one on one basis to 
inquire into whether there were any violation of their rights during the police custody or at the Prison.

Chairperson	 :	 Mr. G. G. Arulpragasam
Co-Conveners	 :	 Mr. Maduka Perera 

In most of the countries, Apprenticeship lasts for at least two years where Apprentices gain extensive legal practice experience prior to 
becoming a lawyer to competently represent one’s clients upon being enrolled in the bar. During this period Apprentices are expected 
to learn how to put their knowledge into practice and are also expected to learn the court ethics and etiquettes, legal tactics, how to 
work under pressure, etc.

However, in Sri Lanka, the Apprenticeship lasts only for six months and most of the Apprentices are called to the Bar 
before they acquire even the minimum level of skills. 

In this light, the Bar Association having identified the issue has as the initial step designed an apprenticeship training program 
organized and monitored by the Apprenticeship Training Committee. The first training program was successfully held on the 03rd of 
September 2018 at Hotel Monarch in Thalawathugoda and the second of which was held at the same venue on the 10th of February 
2019. At the first program I delivered a lecture on “Duties and Responsibilities of A Notary” and at the second program I delivered a 
lecture on “Duties and Obligations of an Attorney-at-Law”.    

I as the Chairman of the Apprenticeship Training Committee also delivered following lectures namely;

	 1.	 “Law related to Interim Injunctions” at the Eastern Provincial Law Conference held in Trincomalee
	 2.	 “Pre-Trial Procedure” at the special lecture held at the Bar Association Auditorium Colombo on the Amendments to the 
		  Civil Procedure Code.
	 3.	  “A role of an Instructing Attorney” at the Apprenticeship Program organized by the Law College in Colombo.
	 4.	 “Role of an Instructing Attorney in the Pre-trial process” at a lecture organized by the Sri Lanka Women Lawyers 
		  Association in Colombo.
	 5.	  “Duties and obligations of a Notary in executing a deed” at the Southern Provincial Law Conference held in Galle.
	 6.	 “Condominium Law and Issues related to the Notarial Practice” at the BASL CLE Program in Kurunegala.
	 7.	 “Tmamq ,sùfï§ fkd;dßiajrfhl=f.a j.lSu iy ie,ls,su;a úh hq;= lreKq” at the Wayamba Provincial Law Conference in Chilaw.
	 8.	 “Salient Features in the Notaries and Registration of Documents Ordinance” at the Conference on Conveyancing and Notarial 
		  Practice held at BMICH Colombo.
	 9.	 A motivational speech to the Freshers of Sri Lanka Law College on the invitation of the Principal of the Law College. 
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ORGANISATION OF PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS (OPA) COMMITTEE OF THE BASL
Chairperson :	 Mr. Kamal R.Goonesinghe
Convener:	 Mr. Sujeewa Lal Dahanayake

The Committee has held 5 meetings from May 2018 to February 
2019.

Mr.Sujeewa Lal Dahanayake, Mr.Kamal R. Goonesinghe and Mr.Sunil 
Abeyaratne were appointed as the Vice President , Association 
Member and  Representative Member-Law, respectively to the 
Executive Committee of the  OPA for the year 2018/2019.	

The above committee members who were selected to the Forum 
of the OPA representing the Bar Association of Sri Lanka are 
actively involved in OPA activities and also serving on many sub 
committees appointed by the OPA. 

Senior committee member Mr.J.K.Liyanasuriya, served in the three 
- member Election Panel  of the OPA under which the General 
Election of the OPA was held in October 2018. Mr. Sunil Abeyaratne 
has been appointed as the Chairman of the special committee on 
“Constitutional Amendments of the OPA”  and Mr.Nihal Seresinhe 
and Mr.Kamal R. Goonesinghe serve as the committee members 
of the same.   Mr.Nihal Serasinhe  has been appointed as the 
Consultant to the Restaurant and Bar Committee of the OPA . 
Mr.Sujeewa Lal Dahanayake has been appointed as the Chairman 
of the Sector Committee of National Security, Law and Order. 
Ms.Ruchira Gunasekera was elected as a Vice President at the 
General Election of the OPA held in October 2018 and serves as 
the Chairperson of the National Issues Committee of the OPA. 

The OPA committee had a successful year with committed 
contribution from members of the committee. The committee 
organised the annual Technical Session in association with the 
Organisation of Professional Associations of Sri Lanka (OPA)  under 
theme “Media : The Fourth Pillar of Democracy” and it was held at 
the OPA auditorium on the 11th of March 2019 which was followed 
by dinner which encouraged interaction and networking amongst 
professionals. More than hundred professionals participated at 
the seminar. 

The panel of resource persons was consisted of Mr. Sudarshana 
Gunawardena, AAL-Former Director of Government Information,Mr.
Nalaka Gunawardena-Columnist and Media Analyst and Mr.Ajitha 
Rohana –DIG, Attorney-at-Law. Mr. Sudarshana Gunawardena 
spoke on “Regulating Media in a Country where there is a 
democratic deficit”, Mr.Nalaka Gunawardena discussed on the 
theme “Big Media, Social Media and Freedom of Expression”  
and Mr.Ajith Rohana  spoke on the “Media Freedom Vs Tendency 
of Crimes”. The session was followed by a panel discussion 
moderated by Mr.Sunil Abeyaratne, Attorney-at-Law. 

The committee expressed its greatest appreciation for the support 
and cooperation extended by the President, Deputy President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, Executive Committee, 
Members of the Bar Council and Administrative Staff of the BASL 
towards the activities of the BASL/OPA committee.
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Mr. Nithi Murugesu, Attorney-at-Law was appointed as Chairman of the NPC Committee and the Registration of Title Committee.  
Ms. Nirodha Kalansooriya, Attorney-at-Law was appointed as the Convener of the NPC Committee and the Registration of Title Committee. 

Meetings of the Committee
These two committees had their monthly  committee meetings at the BASL premises  on the days the Bar Council meet, from  9.00 A.M. 
onwards. Due to several important Notarial and Title Registration matters to be considered urgently, these committees convened several 
additional committee meetings. 

Payment of Stamp Duty for Deeds/Instruments 
Several Lawyers who are Notaries made representations to the BASL for assistance. These included Lawyers from the Gampaha, 
Avisawella and several other Bars relating to delay/ nonpayment of stamp duty and possible prosecutions and fines.  NPC together with 
delegates of BASL had a meeting with  the Western Province Commissioner to discuss the possibility of resolving the matter.  The Western 
Province Provincial Council and the Commissioner of Revenue were reluctant to  grant any relief to  the said  Lawyers and therefore the NPC 
requested those  Lawyers to make an appeal  pointing out the provisions which give them the right to appeal.

Meeting had with Hon. Minister of Home Affairs and several meetings had with the Registrar General
The representative of the NPC  had a meeting with the Hon.  Minister,  the Registrar General  and  some Land Registrars to discuss several 
issues including the change of Notarial License to “Districts” rather than “Judicial Zones/Divisions” which has given rise to  certain practical 
difficulties. NPC also requested  consequent amendments to these relevant enactments.

The (NPC)  requested the Registrar-General to improve the services and facilities for their staff and for Lawyers / Notaries in the Land 
Registries and to be cooperative with Lawyers. Several issues relating to the registration of Deeds at Land Registries were also discussed. 
The Registrar General agreed to provide solutions    to most of these requests. 

The Registrar General mentioned that registration of deeds will be done within one day (one-day service) at Rs 5,000/=. However, the NPC 
requested not to implement this service as it affects    prior registrations. This service has been suspended. 

A Full Day Conference on “Conveyancing and Notarial Practice” held at BMICH. 
A full day Conference was held on 9th February 2019 at the BMICH with 450 participants and it was very successfully concluded. The 
Chairperson of the Conference Committee was Mrs. Chandra Ellawella, Attorney at Law. The topics covered were “Property Transfers  and 
Anti money Laundering  requirements” by Dr. Dayanath Jayasooriya PC, ”Implications of new Foreign Exchange law on Property Transfers 
and Migration allowances” by Mr. Ravindra Jayarathne, Director Foreign Exchange CBSL, Realization of Assets Tax  (Capital Gains Tax) and 
other taxes under the new tax regime”  by Mr. Suresh, Attorney-at-Law,  Director Tax Regulatory KPMG, “Salient Features  in the Notaries 
and Registration of Documents, Reconstruction of damaged folios, Foreign wills and re sealing foreign probates” by Mr. G. G. Arulpragasam, 
Attorney-at-Law,  “Amalgamation of Subdivision of properties and Approval of plans” by Engineer Ms. K. G. Samarasinghe, Acting Director 
(City Planning), Colombo Municipal Council, ”Revocation of irrevocable Deeds and Gifts and Advice to Notaries to avoid pitfalls” by Mr. 
Chandana Liyanapatabendi PC, Fraudulent Land Transactions by Mr. Neville Abeyrathne PC, ”Salient Features of the Title Registration Act 
from the owner’s, Notaries and Counsel’s perspective, Crown and Swarna Boomi Lands” by Ms. Keerthimala Gunesekera, Attorney-at-Law  
and “Current Apartment Ownership laws and Management Corporations” by  Ms. Ajithaa Edirimane, Attorney-at-Law

Training Opportunities for youngsters at Government Institution
We were able to provide rare opportunities for young Attorneys law students and apprentices to obtain short term in house training programs 
under the concept of Continuous Learning Education wherein opportunities were given to many members at the National Intellectual 
Property Office in Sri Lanka, Ministry of Finance and Planning and Department of Exchange Control of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka. We 
acknowledged the support extended by Mr. Nalinda Indatissa, Senior Attorney at Law for securing the said opportunities to our members.

BASL in its endless journey 
The BASL which perpetuates progressive policies notwithstanding the change of office bearers has already devised strings of program to 
be launched in the next calendar year commencing from 1st April 2019. Accordingly the plans are already in afoot to offer following course 
to its membership at affordable price

1.	 Seminar on Conveyancing
2.	 Certificate Course on Election Law
3.	 Silk Forum 
4.	 Diploma in Collaboration with University of Australia 
5.	 Appellate Court Advocacy program 

Memberships can obtain further details and get registered to foregoing programs by visiting out website on www.basl.com 

REPORT OF THE NOTARIAL PRACTICE (NP) & REGISTRATION OF 
TITLE (ROT) COMMITTEE
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CHAPTER 05

ASSISTANCE TO OUTSTATION BARS
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ASSISTANCE TO OUTSTATION BARS

List of Donations

During the past year, The BASL intervened to find solutions to many issues between the members of Outstation Bars had with other 
stakeholders in the society including the Judiciary, Sri Lanka Police,  Prison Department, AGs Department, Open University of Sri 
Lanka, Provincial Councils (regarding the payment of Stamp duty) etc. Further, several donations were made by providing computers, 
printers, furniture, Sri Lanka Law Reports and other reading materials and cash donations to Branch associations in consequent to a 
decision arrived at the Executive Committee during the past year. It is to be noted that the said donations were made out of the funds 
generated from the programmes conducted during the past year. Total Value of donation were Rs. 1,423,820.62

Further, apart from the text books to Libraries of Outstations Bars on various topics of Law, complete set of Sri Lanka Law Reports 
were donated to Matara, Badulla Ampara, Matale, Anuradhapura Branch Associations. It is the desire of the BASL to donate complete 
sets of the Legislative Enactments, New Law Reports and Sri Lanka Law reports to all Branch Associations. 

Baddegama Bar Association - Conference Tables & 06 Nos Visitors Chairs	  54,506.25

Mount Lavinia Bar Association - 20 Nos Visitors Chairs &  Library Cupboards	  121,273.75

Puttalam Bar Associatin - 20 Nos Visitors Chairs	  99,875.00

Homagama Bar Association - 15 Nos Arms Chairs	  101,681.25

Marawila Bar Association - 20 Nos Arms Chairs	  116,875.00

Ampara Bar Association - 01 No Library Cupboard	  21,398.75

Minuwangoda Bar Association -  Library Cupboards  	  38,547.50

Panadura Bar Association - Corner Stand & Water Dispenser & Furnitures	  86,703.75

Elpitiya Bar Association - Library Cupboard  	  22,657.50

Matara Law Society - Laser Printer         	  32,500.00

Matale Bar Association - Visitors Chairs   	  105,750.00

Samanturai Bar Association - Library Cupboard	  22,657.50

Matara Bar Assocition	  33,000.00

Ampara  Bar Assocition 	  22,200.00

Colombo Magistrat Court - 03 Nos cupboards & Acts	  64,120.00

Galle Bar Association - Computers	  134,500.00

Kanthale Bar Association - Conference Tables & 06 Nos Visitors  Chairs	  55,584.37

Warakapola Bar Association - 06 Nos Visiting Chairs & writing Table	  48,982.50

Moratuwa  Bar Association - Library Cupboard,Writing Table,12 Nos Chairs	  89,972.50

Batticola Bar Association - Library Cupboards 	  43,000.00

Nugegoda Bar Association - Steel Tables & Chairs	  108,035.00

Tota Amount	 1,423,820.62
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CHAPTER 06

RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATIONS

BASL AT INTERNATIONAL FORUMS

	 ••>> LawAsia 2018

	 >> POLA 2018

	 >> 2nd China Training Base

	 >> IBA Conference - Japan
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BASL AT INTERNATIONAL FORUMS
LawAsia - 2018

POLA - 2018

The BASL always encourages its 
members to participate in international 
events where Sri Lankan lawyers get the 
opportunity to cultivate new affiliations 
with regional and International legal 
community. Accordingly, a delegation 
consisting of more than 20 Members 
representing BASL attended the 31st 
Law Asia Conference held in Siem Reap, 
Cambodia from 2nd to 5th November 
2018 under the theme “New Era for South 
East Asia”.

The LawAsia 2018 conference agenda 
was fully fledged with sessions dealing 
with important aspects and new 
development concerning the law in South 
East Asia, which included Foreign Direct 
Investments in developing Asia, Cross 
Boarder Insolvency, Impact of climate 
change on human rights, EU –ASEAN 
Trade Agreements, Role for technology 
and data protection law in developing 
countries and artificial intelligence on 
Employment Implications. In addition to 
advancing their knowledge on various 
dimensions of emerging law, the members 
who attended the event had the benefit of 
visiting the world heritage sites namely  
“Angkor Theom, Ta Prohm and the mother 
of all temples - Angkor Wat”, believed to 
be the world’s largest religious building, 
constructed in 12th century.

The Presidents of Lawyers Associations - POLA  held it’s Annual Conference in Canberra , Australia from 2-3 August 2018 on the theme 
“Matching Rhetoric with Action”. The BASL was represented by three members. The event had two parallel  activities - The President’s 
Summit and the POLA Conference.

Independence of the judiciary and legal profession; Anti-corruption and Transparency; Refugees and Asylum Seekers; Business and 
Human Rights and the Legal Profession; Inclusion and Diversity in the Legal Profession; were session topics covered at this Conference

BASL also participated at the - 
2nd Course of China-South Asia Legal Training Base  - Jan 7 th to 27th 2018 and the  6th Asia Pacific Regional Forum Biennial Conference, 
Tokyo, Japan, 27 February-1 March 2019 
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BASL MEMBERSHIP IN INTERNATIONAL LEGAL ARENA

DELEGATIONS RECEIVED BY THE BASL
Delegation by the Singapore Law Society

Delegation from the Singapore Business Federation (SBF) together with Enterprise Singapore (ESG), and Members of the Law 

Society of Singapore (LSS) - 12th September, 2018

Delegation from Commonwealth Lawyers’ Association
Mr. R Santhanakrishnana President  - Commonwealth Lawyers Association visited BASL on 14th November 2018
The BASL Office Bearers met with the Commonwealth Lawyers Association and Paragon Group for a discussion on the possibility of 

hosting the Commonwealth Lawyers Conference in Sri Lanka in 2021.

Delegation from China
Chinese Delegation of Lawyers and Notaries met with the BASL office bearers on 8th January 2019 and discussed matters of mutual 
interest

BASL continued it’s Memebership with The International bar Association(IBA), LAWASIA and intiated 
membership of the Belt and Road Initaitive ( BRILA)
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LEGAL AID AND ACCESS TO JUSTICE
Law-Week 2018

••Regular legal aid clinics conducted by the Legal Aid Standing Committee
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LAW-WEEK 2018
The most philanthropist annual 
event of the BASL calendar, the 
National Law Week made its 
spectacular entrance when it 
culminated on 30th of June and 
01st of July at Sri Jayawardenapura 
Municipal Ground where two days 
long Legal Aid Clinic was held. This 
time, BASL was joined force by 
Sri Jayawardenapura Municipal 
Council in materializing the 
formidable scheme. 

The people were seen drawing in 
numbers seeking a refuge for their 
burning legal issues, to quell of 
which, an eminent panel of Legal 
Professionals including Presidents 
Counsels had always been lined 
up with open arms. Those who 
capitalized this immeasurable 
opportunity were observed leaving 
with beam the premises which had 
been clustered with a number of 
state institutions providing their 
services.  

In parallel to the mammoth event 
of Legal Aid Clinic, a myriad of 
other ancillary events such as 
awareness programs for school 
children were also held across the 
country.  

Some of the landscape snapped 
during the Legal Aid Clinics are 
depicted below

Programs on Legal Awareness for School Children, Migrant Workers and the general public, Legal Aid clinics 
in selected areas, Exhibitions and Debating Competitions, were held in 14 Branch Bars in Gampaha, Galle, 
Kurunegala, Matale, Monaragala, Kandy, Marawila, Polonnaruwa , Anuradhpura, Batticaloa, Ratnapura , Panadura 
and Elpitiya in the outsations and in Sri Jayawardena pura Kotte in Colombo. The Legal Aid Commission and 
the Depatrtment of the Attorney General assisted the BASL in conducting these programs. An exhibition of 
Institutions and Agencies involved in the Legal Services and related areas displayed their activities to the general 
public in the Colombo Program. 
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REGULAR LEGAL AID CLINICS CONDUCTED BY THE LEGAL AID STANDING COMMITTEE
The ‘Legal Aid and Public Interest Litigation Committee’ of the 
BASL has continued to make its contribution during the period 
2018 — 2019 in order to assist the BASL to achieve one of its 
main objectives, namely, ensuring equality and justice for all Sri 
Lankans. Every effort has been made to achieve this objective 
through legal aid services and public interest litigation that 
will promote, reinforce and safeguard the rule of law and good 
governance. The main responsibility for the implementation of 
the programmes connected with the said objectives is with the 
‘Legal Aid and Public Interest Litigation Committee’ of the BASL. 
The Chairman, Convenor and the Members of the Committee wish 
to express their gratitude to the Hon President, Deputy President, 
Secretary, Assistant Secretary, the Executive Committee and 
the Staff of the BASL for their assistance and cooperation in 
the conduct of the affairs of the Committee during the period 
2018 - 2019.

The Committee is happy to announce that it was able to render 
its services to the general public in Legal Aid as well as Public 
Interest Litigation. A Legal Aid Clinic is conducted at the BASL 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2.30 p. m. to 5.00 p. m. There 
are clients from all parts of the country on almost every clinic 
day and they are assisted irrespective of their monthly income. 
In addition there were requests from community organisations to 
conduct awareness programmes. However, it was not possible to 
accede to such requests due to financial constraints. 

The other important area of service of the Committee was
 Public Interest Litigation. Unlike the United States of America, 

where the objective of the Public Interest Litigation is to increase 
civic engagement in decision-making, the role of Social Action 
Litigation in India is to increase access to justice. In Sri Lanka it 
is a combination of both. Public interest litigation deals with the 
collective rights of the Sri Lankan public. This provides a means 
for the public to challenge government decisions and policy in 
order to ensure accountability and check abuse of power.

Thus public interest litigation has emerged as a useful tool that 
enables the public to bring certain broad matters of public interest 
such as environmental issues to the attention of Courts. In 
compliance with the duty imposed on every person in Sri Lanka 
by Article 28 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka to:

	 (a)	 Uphold and defend the Constitution and the law
	 (b)	 Further the national interest
	 (c)	 Preserve and protect public property and to combat 
		  misuse and waste of public property
	 (d)	 Respect the rights and freedoms of others
	 (e)	 Protect nature and conserve its riches

The Legal Aid and Public Interest Litigation Committee has 
taken some action including the intervention in the Uma Oya 
Fundamental Rights Case which is still pending before the 
Supreme Court. The Chairman of the Committee Dr. W. D. 
Rodrigo, PC appears in this case on behalf of the Bar Association 
of Sri Lanka.
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REGULAR LEGAL AID CLINICS CONDUCTED BY THE LEGAL AID STANDING COMMITTEE
The ‘Legal Aid and Public Interest Litigation Committee’ of the 
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through legal aid services and public interest litigation that 
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‘Legal Aid and Public Interest Litigation Committee’ of the BASL. 
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Secretary, Assistant Secretary, the Executive Committee and 
the Staff of the BASL for their assistance and cooperation in 
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order to ensure accountability and check abuse of power.

Thus public interest litigation has emerged as a useful tool that 
enables the public to bring certain broad matters of public interest 
such as environmental issues to the attention of Courts. In 
compliance with the duty imposed on every person in Sri Lanka 
by Article 28 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka to:

	 (a)	 Uphold and defend the Constitution and the law
	 (b)	 Further the national interest
	 (c)	 Preserve and protect public property and to combat 
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The Legal Aid and Public Interest Litigation Committee has 
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Report of the Chairman - Professional Purposes Committee
I was appointed as the Chairman of the Professional Purposes Committee of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka to oversee 
the complaints made and allegations leveled against Attorneys-at-Law and to adjudicate justice. 

Over the years I have seen reputed members of the bar being subjected to humiliation by calling for explanations and / or disciplinary 
inquiry on frivolous complaints. Thereby, I initiated a two pronged system where first the complaints are screened by the Chairman 
of the Professional Purposes Committee to ascertain the genuineness and merits of complaints received and thereafter will be 
referred to a panel if in the Chairman’s opinion the complaint is genuine and have merits prima-facie.     

I have received hundred and eight (108) complaints against Attorneys-at-Law during the past year which is a slight reduction 
compared to the previous year and a majority of the complaints are in relation to conveyancing and professional misconduct matters 
which constitute approximately fifty (50) per centum of the total complaints received. I have also received seventeen (17) complaints 
in relation forgery and fraudulent acts by lawyers and thirty nine complaints pertaing to other acts of misconduct. 

I have looked into all matters referred to me and given necessary instructions. Accordingly, I have recommended referring five (01) 
complaint together with inquiry panel rulings to His Lordship the Chief Justice to take appropriate steps. I have also recommended 
dismissing thirty two (32) complaints that is thirty (30) per centum of the total complaints received due to lack of genuineness and/
or merits and/or jurisdiction. I have also recommended calling for explanation from sixty six (66) Attorneys-at-Law with regard to complaints 
received against them and recommended to fix sixty three (63) of them for inquiry.        

I believe it is of paramount importance to expedite the adjudication process as our profession will lose its nobility very soon if we fail to 
and / or neglect to take necessary steps in addressing the complaints received and allegations leveled against Lawyers. 
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Report of the Chairman - Ethics Committee
Professional Ethics is an integral part of this noble profession. It was the view of many, that annual influx of lawyers into this profession 
without any quality control has sent this profession into a descending trend. The ethics committee which comprised of;

Chairman 	 : 	 Mr. Shamil Perera PC
Convener 	 :	 Mr.  Binara A. Gunasekera
			   Mr. Varuna Senadeera
			   Mr. Primal Ratwatte 

commenced their tenure in 2017 and discharged assigned matters which were at a stand-still for two years. The Committee met on 
weekends on regular basis and due to the efficiency of the same, certain professional purpose inquiry matters were also entrusted 
with the Ethics Committee. 

In discharging ethics issues, the committee took every inquiry very seriously and concluded such inquires in a highly professional 
manner. The following is the schedule of work that was completed during the current year.  Though many expressed concern that 
younger generation does not follow the rule of law and have less regard for professional ethics, the committee felt otherwise as 90% 
of the matters were pertaining to complaints against lawyers who are above 10 years in practice.

The above clearly indicates the deterioration of Professional standards amongst the legal practitioners which needs to be addressed 
without delay. It is considered that stern action shall be taken against the members who are found guilty for Professional misconduct 
in order to maintain the Public confidence in the legal system. In this context the attention should be drawn to set up a mechanism to 
conduct disciplinary enquiries in Provincial levels which would undoubtedly expedite the conclusion of such enquiries which will be 
beneficial for both the Public and the respective Respondents. This would be beneficial for the legal fraternity in winning the Public 
confidence and trust but of course such enquiries shall be conducted in an impartial, independent, and a transparent manner by 
following due process.

 

Statistics on Ethics Committee (up to March 2019) 

 
 ETHICS COMMITTEE REPORT AS   AT 25TH MARCH 2019 
 

COMPLAINTS  BROUGHT FORWARD  
FROM PREVIOUS YEARS 

COMPLAINTS RECEIVED DURING   
2018 MARCH - 2019 MARCH DISMISSED LAID BY INQUIRY 

13 30 9 2 32 
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Considering the representation made by the women lawyers, the BASL initiated discussion with his Lordship the Chief Justice. 
Accordingly, the following Gazette Notification was published wherein the optional attire was permitted as a dress code for women 
lawyers. However, concerns have been raised that said rules relating to attire must be revisited and suitable steps should be taken to 
avoid criticism regarding the attire of Attorneys –At-Law.

II fldgi - YS% ,xld m%cd;dka;s%l iudcjd§ ckrcfha w;s úfYI .eiÜ m;%h - 2018'10'05
PART II  - GAZETTE   EXTRAORDINARY   OF   THE DEMOCRATIC   SOCIALIST   REPUBLIC   OF   SRI   LANKA - 05.10.2018
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No. 2091/72 - FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  05, 2018

EXTRAORDINARY
The Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

(Published by Authority)

PART II — LEGAL
Supreme Court Notices
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SUPREME COURT RULES - 2018

RULES made under Article 136 of  the Constitution of  the Democratic Socialist Republic of  Sri Lanka by the Chief
Justice and  the other Judges of  the Supreme Court nominated  by him under that Article.

1. W. P. G. Dep, Chief Justice
2. S. E. Wanasundera, Judge of  the Supreme Court
3.  B. P. Aluwihare, Judge of  the Supreme Court
4. K. S. J. de Abrew, Judge of  the Supreme Court.

Colombo,

1. These rules may be cited as the Attire of Judges and Attorneys-at-Law Rules of 2018. These rules amend the
Attire of Judges and Attorneys-at-Law Rules 1978 by deletion of Rule 7 and substitution of new rule thereof and shall
come into force on such date as may be appointed by the Chief Justice by Notification published in the Gazette.

Amendment to the Attire of Judges and Attorneys-at-Law Rules 1978 by the deletion of Rule 7 and Substitution
of a new rule

7. The attire of women Attorneys-at-Law shall be as follows :

White, black, grey or mauve saree and jacket, or white, black, grey or mauve frock below the knee length or black
coat and black long trousers up to the ankle with high necked white long sleeved shirt with collar tucked inside the trouser
and black gown/cloak.

This Gazette Extraordinary can be downloaded from www.documents.gov.lk
1A -  G  28675 — 12 (10/2018)

New Attire for women lawyers (Optional)
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BASL - Facelift to Infrastructure and Facilities
Undoubtedly the legal profession is the most prominent 
Profession in the country consisting of renowned and 
respected legal eminaries thus it was the intention of the 
BASL to uplift the standards of the Secretariat specially the 
services which are provided to the members without any delay. 
It was further necessary to take immediate steps to introduce 
professionalism to the employees of the Secretariat and to 
provide due training to uplift the skills of the employees in 
order to obtain better service to members. In this context steps 
were taken to modernize the facilities at the BASL, introduced 
a dress code to officers, training programmes were conducted 
and many training programmes are due to be conducted in the 
near future. 

It is to be noted that during the past year stern disciplinary steps 
were taken against the members of the staff who are found 
guilty for misconduct. It is our view that progressive steps shall 
be taken without delay in order to achieve further heights in the 
future.

In a matter of upgrading of the Secretariat, the many renovations 
were effected to the building, purchased a generator, installed 
a solar power system, introduced modern photocopying 
machines/ printers with the aim of inter alia providing a better 
service to the members and to minimize the expenditure of the 
BASL.
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BASL Website Re-launch
The Bar Association of Sri Lanka at a historical event held on 
09th January 2019 at its Auditorium, stepped onto the Cyber 
Space by launching its Official Website. The luminous ceremony 
attended by the distinguished Legal Professionals witnessed Mr. 
U.R de Silva PC, the incumbent President of the BASL officially 
activating the website on the server. He was flanked by Mr. 
Kaushlya Nawarathne, Hon. Secretary of BASL, Mr. Sujeewa 
Lal Dahanayake, Hon. Treasurer of the BASL and Mr. Chamath 
Fernando, the Assistant Secretary of the BASL. 

The Official Website of the BASL can be accessed via ‘www.
basl.lk’. The Official Website of the BASL has been designed 
to primarily serve two purposes vis to effectively network its 
mammoth membership currently exceeding 20,000 and to 
showcase the caliber of the Sri Lankan Legal Profession, its 
culture and heritages to entire globe.

The Official Website of the BASL, which had been one of the 
long standing dreams of the BASL for the past couple of years, 
after a couple of abortive attempts, was eventually dawned upon 
the reality thanks to the shrewd management of BASL led by 
its incumbent President, Mr. U.R de Silva PC and Mr. Kaushalya 
Nawarathne, Hon. Secretary. 

Following the launching of the website, a hosts of facilities which 
had thus far been confined to the four walls of the BASL will 
hereinafter be at disposal of the membership within a click away. 
Among the other thing which will be within fingernail reach of the 
members include, 
	 I.	 Either obtain or renew your membership
	 II.	 Get updated of latest news affecting the legal profession 

		  and the announcement made by the BASL aimed at entirety of 
		  its membership
	 III.	 Learn about upcoming the programs on Continuous Legal 
		  Education and the conferences and other workshops 
		  organized by the BASL and enroll at them
	 IV.	 To grab the offers which are produced for the members 
		  periodically 
	 V.	 Look up the contact details of legal professional 
	 VI.	 Access to latest landmark judgments 

The members will now be able to enjoy these hosts of facilities 
with a tender touch on the screen of their laptops or even the 
smart phones as of mundane. 

The BASL official website has been designed and developed 
by Mr. Saranga Hettiarachchi, the permanent IT executive of 
the BASL and his sheer dedication into the endeavor during the 
previous a few months fortified by the blessing and patronage of 
the BASL Excutive Committee saw the remarkable feat unfolding 
in not-too-distant New Year. 

The reason for the relaunching of the said website was due to the 
fact that the website existed was inaccessible and par below an 
official website of a professional organization such as the BASL. 
Hence, in consequent to several discussions, the management 
committee engaged with the web developer to find a reasonable 
solution as the BASL had incurred a large sum of money for 
the said website. However, as there was no meaningful solution 
from the said Web developer namely - ,steps are being taken to 
initiate legal proceedings to recover the monies paid to the said 
developer.

The BASL – A conducive environment for Employees 

The BASL which always encourages its permanent staff to engage in their day today works enthusiastically periodically offers 
incentives. Accordingly in acknowledgement of their valuable service in the recent past which had been congested with a hectic 
schedule the Executive Committee which convened on 26th March 2019 unanimously approved Bonus of gross salary of 1.5 months 
to all staff, a performance incentive, Special Payment for active involvement in Special Projects and Election works. Further Special 
payment for staff of accounts section for handling UNHCR Program Accounts and an annual increment of 10% for the Administrative 
Secretary were granted. 

Recruitment of an Accountant 
The BASL which is on its way to utilize advance technology in the accounting process, simultaneous to the retirement of our incumbent 
Accountant Mrs. Mapa, recently proposed to recruit a qualified Accountant harnessed with the knowledge on digital accounting. 
Accordingly from 62 Applicants out of which 43 were screened and 04 was shortlisted following an interview chaired by Mr. Neomal 
Gunawardena, the chairman of Finance Committee, Mr. Malinga Ranasinghe Bandara was chosen subject to a reasonable emolument 
package. Mr. Bandara who has left behind him 30 years in experience in the finance sector academically bears a Diploma in Financial 
Accounting Costing, Budgeting, IT an Business Law from Association of Accounting Technician (UK), Diploma in IT with specialization 
in application design and Programming from DP Aids, Sri Lanka and Certification from IT training Programs conducted by IT institution 
(IMB and DMS) in Sri Lanka. His selection was unanimously approved by the Executive Committee convened on 226th March 2019.  
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BASL Auditorium was adorned with curtains

The Garage at the Basement of BASL was renovated 

The BASL was powered with a Generator 

Following improvements were done on the BASL Secretariat during the last year in order to provide better and uninterrupted 
services to the membership.   
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The Solar Power system was installed to curtail increasing electricity bill at the BASL 
Secretariat  

The lavatory of the BASL was refurbished

An automated Cash Recption Machine 

For the first time BASL was equipped with an Automated Cash Reception Machine 
which facilitates its members to make payments with their bank cards. This was 
yet another initiative taken by the Management in order to cater growing demands 
of the society which is now rapidly drifting towards cashless transactions.    



ANNUAL REPORT  2018 - 2019 BAR ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA

92 92



CHAPTER 10

MEMBERS’ SOCIAL AND WELFARE ACTIVITIES



ANNUAL REPORT  2018 - 2019 BAR ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA

94 95

Singapore Cruise

Annual Trip

A group of 72 members and their families enjoyed 
Valentine’s Day 2019 on the Genting Dream on a 
three Day Cruise 13th to 16th February 2019 

	¡ Airfare from Colombo – Singapore – Colombo

	¡ Two nights Cruise on Genting Dream

	¡ One night Stay at a Hotel in Singapore

	¡ All meals onboard on Genting Dream

The Annual Excursion of the BASL, much desired 
event on the BASL calendar was destined to 
Danauwwa resort at Habarana for three days from 
2nd March to 4th March 2019.   A significant number 
of members of the Bars across the country with their 
family members grabbed the opportunity to enjoy 
three days at a luxurious hotel accompanied by 
adventurous expeditions at much affordable price.
 
During the stay at Danauwwa Resort, the members 
joined the expedition to Minnariya Reserve on Safari 
Ride, Ritigala Reserve and Pidurangala hill. Whilst 
on the first night the BASL threw a party to the 
members on the second night, the members held 
the Presidents of BASL in high stem at a function 
organized overnight. 

Those who availed of the opportunity complimented 
the BASL for enabling the members spread across 
the country, to get together and refresh their 
friendships. 
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AIR-CONDITIONING OF BASL LIBRARY

REFURBISHMENT OF HIGH COURT CANTEEN AND PREMISES

DONATION TO MAGISTRATE’S COURT OF COLOMBO

DECENTRALIZATION OF BASL SERVICES 

DISCOUNT PACKAGES OFFERED TO MEMBERS

A RETIREMENT PACKAGE 

FOR MEMBERS 

OTHER BENEFITS

Air-conditioning was installed at the BASL Library located at the District Court premises facilitating a comfortable environment for 
members to conduct their legal research.

In considering the hardships faced by the members, Chairs and tables were donated to the High Court Canteen located in the HC 
premises in Colombo. It has undoubtedly improved the facilities to the members as well as the general public. Further the road 
inside the High Court premises was carpeted with the assistance of the Road Development Authority and several improvements 
were effected to the surroundings of the High Court which could be witnessed at present

In keeping with the close relationship with Branch Associations the BASL made donations in many ways to Branch associations in 
all parts of the country. Accordingly donations were made to the Magistrates Court of Colombo to improve the Library facilities to its 
members. The said gestures were widely acknowledged and appreciated by the members of the said association. In addition a table 
and chairs were also donated which are presently placed at the Library of the Magistrates Court.

The Bookshop, issuance of BASL Identity Cards , sale of car passes are some activities performed by the Secretariat on regular basis 
throughout the year. It is important for the members of the outstation bars to have easy access to such services as perhaps the out 
station members find it difficult to visit the Secretariat to obtain the said facilities. Hence the said services were rendered by the BASL 
in the regions for the benefit of the members which too has strengthened the finance stability of the Association. The members had 
the opportunity to have access to the said services at the Provincial Law Conferences, CLE Seminars and other events which were 
conducted outside Colombo.

Court Vacation is a much sought after period in a diary of any 
legal practitioner. Accordingly, we negotiated with several 
institutions and were able to provide the following packages 
to our members during the December vacation. The feedback 
received from the respective institutions clearly indicated that 
our members have patronized these offers to the maximum. 
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FELICITATION OF LAWYERS WHO HAVE COMPLETED 50 YEARS AT THE BAR

1.	 Mr. K.D.C Kumarage
2.	 Mr. H.B Rathnayake
3.	 Mr. N. Abdul Rahman
4.	 Mr. E. Franklyn G. Amarasinghe
5.	 Mr. D.C Raja Collure
6.	 Mr. Gritakumar E. Chitty
7.	 Mr. Daya Wethasinghe
8.	 Ms. Pushparani Nanayakkara
9.	 MR. S.L.A.E Pinto
10.	 Mr. Nihal W. Rajakaruna
11.	 Mr. S.C.B Walgampaya PC
12.	 Mr. Denzil Lloyd Gray
13.	 Mrs. Elsie Shantha Rekawa
14.	 Mr. Ariya B. Rekawa PC
15.	 Mrs. Nalin Thilaka Herath
16.	 Dr. Chandradasa Nanayakkara, 
	 Former Justice
17.	 Mr. Sittappalam PC
18.	 Mr. D.C.R Cooray
19.	 Mr. Edmund Sirimewan Rajapakshe
20.	 Mr. D.F.R Jayamaha PC
21.	 Mr. Razik Zarook PC
22.	 Ms. Hiranthi Amarasekara 
23.	 Mr. Arumugan Chinnaiah
24.	 Mr. E. Viveganathan
25.	 Mr. A.E Pararajasingham
26.	 Mrs. R.K Jayawardena
27.	 Mr. J.M Gunathilaka

Following distinguished members of the Bar were awarded Token of Acknowledgement in recognition of the yeomen service rendered 
to the Legal Profession during their 5 - decades long illustrious career.

50 years – Award Recipients
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TOKEN OF APPRECIATION
Further, Chairman, Chairpersons, Conveners and members who actively assisited in the affairs of the BASL in numerous ways 
during the year, were acknowledged and appreciated by the BASL at the very ceremony held on 15th March 2019. 

Special
Awards
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BASL’S ENGAGEMENT WITH MOJ, JSC AND AG’S DEPARTMENT
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BASL’S ENGAGEMENT WITH MOJ, JSC AND AG’S DEPARTMENT
During the past year several discussions were held among the Hon. Chief Justice, Judicial Service Commission, Ministry of Justice 
and Attorney General’s Department with the BASL. The areas of discussions were mainly concentrated upon the improvement of 
infrastructure facilities in the court systems throughout the country and to amend the respective laws to meet the present day de-
mands. Further, meaningful steps were taken to address the issue of overcrowding the prisons and the delay in obtaining the Hon. At-
torney General’s advice on matters which are pending in Court. I am happy to note and appreciate with gratitude the support extended 
by all officers referred to above during the year under review which has immensely contributed to solve such issues without delay. 

However, the areas such as, the renovation of court houses especially in Colombo, inadequate facilities for litigants including dif-
ferently able persons in respective courts are matters which need immediate attention. Further, the improvements in the respective 
registries of Magistrates Court to the Supreme Court too need immediate attention. The implementation of the proposal to digitalize 
the court system along with the matters referred to above would be essential to win the confidence in the legal system and to avoid 
the alleged laws delays.  
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Laying of foundation stone for New Court 
Complex for Ratnapura Bar
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CHAPTER 13

INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY AND PROTECTION OF RULE OF LAW



SINGAPORE – SRI LANKA FTA AGREEMENT FR ACTION

In considering dire consequences of the provisions of the FTA signed between the Government of Sri Lanka and Singapore, after 
deliberations, a Fundamental Rights application was filed before the Lordships of the Supreme Court. The said case is presently 
pending in court.

ISSUE OF CHINESE COMPANY PROVIDING LEGAL SERVICES

The BASL took serious note of the issue relating to the providing of legal services by non- members of the Bar especially non- Sri 
Lankans, in Sri Lanka. Accordingly, in consequent to a decision arrived at by the Executive Committee and the Bar Council, steps are 
being taken to find an appropriate redress in order to safeguard the best interests of the legal profession.

BASL PARTICIPATION / SUPPORT IN NATIONAL ISSUES

	 1.	 Luncheon Meeting for discussion on first draft of the “Sustainable Sri Lanka Progress relating to the Vision“ Document held 
		  on 8th September 2018 at the Presidential Secretariat.

	 2.	 Breakfast meeting with ITC / Department of Commerce on an Invitation from the EU-Sri Lanka Trade-Related Assistance 
		  Project on the subject of trade remedies / defensive measures for legal professionals who specialize on international trade 
		  law and investment dispute and arbitration on Monday 8th October 2018 at Jetwing Colombo . 

	 3.	 BASL supported National Authority on Victims and Witness Protection by nominating Lawyers to appear for Victims and 
		  Witnesses on pro bono service . Negombo bar Supported in this activity. 

BASL AGAINST MP RAMANAYAKE 

The BASL is committed to preserve the dignity and the 
prestige of the Legal Profession both intrinsically and 
extrinsically. Accordingly, the BASL in pursuance of 
organizational objectives, instantaneously defensively 
came forward when MP Ranjan Ramanayake made 
derogatory remarks on public media describing the 
entire legal system as corrupt. The BASL, after taking 
cognizance of the matter urgently, immediately issued 
a press release on 23rd August 2017 condemning such 
statement as having been based on mere conjecture 
and surmises. Further, on the recommendation of 
Executive Meeting followed by the endorsement of 
Bar Council, BASL instituted a rule matter bearing 
Number 1/2017 before the Supreme Court against MP 
Ramanayake over Contempt of Court. The said rule 
Matter is now progressing before Supreme Court with 
the BASL diligently prosecuting the said rule matter with 
a view to reveal the truth to the society. 
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RULE MATTER AGAINST MR. NAGANANDA KODITHUWAKKU 
AAL 

The BASL in its endeavor to defend the supremacy of law jealously guarded 
by Bench and Bar equally do not hesitate to turn hostile to any member of 
the Bar who is engaged in slinging malice at the Bench and Bar. Accordingly 
when Supreme Court issued a rule bearing Number 1/16 against Mr. 
Nagananda Kodituwakku AAL over his contemptuous behavior at Court of 
Appeal before His Lordship Justice Vijith K Malalgoda, the Bar Association 
of Sri Lanka, in condemnation of such unbecoming behavior of him, made 
intervention in support of the said rule matter. Following a hearing on 18th 
March 2019 Supreme Court found Mr. Kodituwakku guilty of the charge 
described in the said rule and imposed three years suspension from the 
legal profession. The reaction of the BASL against its own member is widely 
acclaimed as manifestation of the independence in the BASL. 
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JUDICATURE ACT (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The BASL as a defender of the rights of the people challenged the Judicature (Amendment) Bill, No. 26 of 2017 by which it had been 
sought to amend the Judicature Act, No. 2 of 1978 by providing for setting up a Permanent Trial-at-Bar to expedite the large amount 
of pending cases. The BASL resorting to challenge the constitutionality of the said Bill argued that should the bill be passed, it would 
vest unusual power in the Attorney General and the Director General of the Bribery Commission on the selection of the cases to be 
referred to said Court, which would in turn infringe the Constitution of Sri Lanka.  

Upholding the submissions put forth on behalf of the BASL, the Supreme Court determined the Judicature Amendment Bill needed 
to be passed with a two third majority as certain clauses therein was found to have been inconsistent with the provisions of the 
Constitution.  The determination of the Supreme Court was announced in Parliament on 3rd April 2008.  

In the said determination the Supreme Court had determined that section 12A(1) of the Bill and was inconsistent with the Article 154P 
(3) (a) of the Constitution and an amendment was required to be made to the Constitution to give effect to the section 12A(1) of the 
Bill. Further the amending section 12A(2) of the Bill which had required the Judicial Service Commission to nominate judges to the 
Permanent High Court at Bar was held to have been inconsistent with the Article 154(P)2 of the Constitution, hence warranting the 
Bill to be passed with Two Third Majority with a referendum. Also the amending section 12(A)(7) of the Bill was observed to have been 
inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution. However, the Supreme Court determined if the Chief Justice was given the power to 
decide whether to hold a trial at Bar or not this amending section would cease to be inconsistent. 
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The independence of the Judiciary and the Bar is an integral part of the Administration of Justice. The undue interference by anyone 
should not be tolerated under any circumstance whatsoever. It is in this context many steps were taken by the BASL as reflected in 
the communications set out herein below. 
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CHAPTER 14

BASL PUBLICATIONS, CORRESPONDENCE AND MEDIA
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BASL Publications
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BASL Correspondence
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Programs on Legal awareness on national TV 

A series of programs under  “hqla;sh kS;sh yd idOdrK;ajh 
| Justice & Law ” were telecast on  National Rupavahini on 
Saturdays from 10a.m to 11 a.m. during the period 12.5.2018 
to 31.1.2019. It was a very popular program among Lawyers 
as well as General Public to improve the knowledge on Law 
related matters.   We propose that BASL continues  this 
program.  This program was sponsored by Matara Freelan 
Company with a sponsorship of 200000/- Rupees per 
month. 

Law Awareness program for Police Officers  - Three 
seminars were conducted for Police officers regarding court 
proceedings in magistrate courts which improved their 
knowledge of law.  The seminars were held in Negombo, 
Colombo and Gampaha Police Divisions. The Resource 
persons were Mr. U.R de Silva PC, Senior Attorney-at- Law Mr. 
Sunil Abeyaratne, DIG  & Attorney-at-Law Mr. Ajith Rohana 
and Mrs Priyani Ratnayaka  - Chairperson of the Media 
Activities Committee. 
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BASL Press Release
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BASL ELECTION 2019
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BASL ELECTION 2019

“AN EVENING OF VICTORY”
Nomination for the post of President and Secretary were called on the 10th January, 2019, by the presiding officer Hon. Solicitor 
General Dappula De Livera, PC. Accordingly, Mr.Kalinga Indatissa, PC and Mr.Mahinda Lokuge, Attorney-at-Law tendered the 
respective nominations for the post of President whilst mr.Kaushalya Nawaratne and Mr,Saman Welianga Attorneys-at-Law tendered 
nominations for the post of Secretary for the year 2019/2020.

The election was thereafter, held on 20th February, 2019 wherein the respective candidates obtained votes as follows;

Accordingly, Mr.Kalinga Indatissa, PC and Mr.Kaushalya Nawaratne, Attorney-at-law whilst securing a resounding majority of votes, 
were elected as the President and Secretary of the BASL for the year 2019/2020.

The members witnessed a well co-ordinated election conducted by the BASL in the recent past. The President was instrumental in 
providing facilities for the voters especially in the Colombo polling centre whilst providing updates of the results in s digital screen. 
We unreservedly acknowledged the professional manner in which the presiding officer of the election, the Hon. Solicitor General 
Mr.Dappula De Livera, PC together with the members of the official bar and the staff of the Attorney General’s Department conducted 
the said election in a professional manner. We acknowledge with gratitude all judges of the respective outstation bars and the 
respective office bearers who work tirelessly to conclude the said lections in a successful and a satisfactory manner. 

However, it is regrettable the conduct of few members who perhaps due to personal interests or otherwise deviate from the 
ethical standards of the legal profession and resort to unacceptable behaviors during the period of elections. We note with regret 
the spreading of rumors tarnishing characters and reputation of candidates becoming a trend in the elections. Hence, there is no 
doubt that stern action should be taken to curb such events in future which would undoubtedly maintain the reputation of the legal 
profession and the system.

No. NAME OF THE BAR No of 
Votes

Kalinga 
Indatissa 

Mahinda 
Lokuge

Kaushalya 
Nawaratne Saman Walianga

1 COLOMBO 2394 556 2,459 457
2 AKKARAIPATTU 22 4 21 3
3 AMPARA 9 7 16 0
4 ANURADHAPURA 48 14 54 6
5 ATTANAGALLA 31 10 36 4

ANAMADUWA 7 0 7 0
6 AWISSAWELLA 31 17 42 6
7 BADDEGAMA 9 5 10 3
8 BADULLA 42 7 48 1
9 BALANGODA 19 8 24 2

10 BALAPITIYA 29 18 41 6
11 BANDARAWELA 16 3 18 1
12 BATTICALOA 51 3 53 0
13 BIBILE 4 5 8 0
14 CHAVAKACHCHERI 8 0 8 0
15 CHILAW 22 7 24 5
16 DAMBULLA 9 3 11 0

DEHIATTAKANDIYA 5 1 3 1
17 ELPITIYA 20 8 26 2
18 EMBILIPITIYA 17 13 21 9
19 GALGAMUWA 15 0 14 1
20 GALLE 73 83 134 16
21 GAMPAHA 75 28 84 18
22 GAMPOLA 13 1 13 1
23 HAMBANTOTA 32 5 36 1
24 HATTON 6 13 6 13
25 HETTIPOLA 10 3 11 2
26 HINGURAKGODA 8 4 10 1
27 HOMAGAMA 31 34 54 11
28 HORANA 32 25 35 10
29 JAFFNA 31 5 31 5
30 KADUWELA 40 3 35 8
31 KALMUNAI 30 1 31 0
32 KALUTARA 62 43 77 27
33 KANDY 175 41 161 55
34 KANTALE 13 0 13 0
35 KEGALLE 38 7 36 8
36 KEKIRAWA 10 1 26 4

KESBEWA 20 14 10 1
37 KULIYAPITIYA 44 9 50 4
38 KURUNEGALA 116 29 104 38
39 MAHARA 35 5 36 4
40 MAHIYANGANAYA 14 0 13 1
41 MAHO 14 2 15 0
42 MALIGAKANDA 17 1 14 4
43 MALLAKAM 5 0 5 0
44 MANNAR 16 1 15 2
45 MARAWILA 50 13 55 5
46 MATALE 35 1 35 0
47 MATARA 87 59 123 21
48 MATUGAMA 46 18 54 10
49 MAWANELLA 14 7 7 15
50 MINUWANGODA 32 2 32 2
51 MONARAGALA 13 5 16 2
52 MORATUWA 27 29 47 6
53 MORAWAKA 11 2 9 3
54 MOUNT-LAVINIA 81 22 87 17
55 MULLAITIVU 4 0 4 0

MUTTUR 7 0 7 0
56 NAWALAPITIYA 13 2 11 4
57 NEGOMBO 82 19 91 10
58 NIKAWERATIYA 10 2 11 0
59 NUGEGODA 53 8 50 11
60 NUWARA ELIYA 24 1 23 1
61 PANADURA 36 58 67 25
62 PELMADULLA 5 6 12 0
63 POINT PEDRO 19 0 19 0
64 POLONNARUWA 21 9 28 2
65 PUGODA 23 1 22 2
66 PUTTALAM 20 1 20 1
67 RATNAPURA 68 17 76 7
68 RUWANWELLA 18 1 17 2
69 SAMANTHUREI 16 0 16 0
70 TANGALLE 21 17 32 6
71 TRINCOMALEE 24 4 27 1
72 VAVUNIYA 26 0 25 1
73 WARAKAPOLA 14 1 12 3
74 WARIYAPOLA 9 0 9 0
75 WATTALA 13 3 13 2
76 WELIMADA 5 5 8 2
77 WELLAWAYA 11 1 10 1

Total 4,706 1,361 5,074 903

Secretary - Election Results

Mr. Kaushalya 
Nawarathne

Mr. Saman Welianga

5,074

903

President- Results - 2019 Secretary - Results - 2019

Mr. Kalinga Indatissa 

Mr. Mahinda Lokuge

4,706

1,361

President - Election Results
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No. NAME OF THE BAR No of 
Votes

Kalinga 
Indatissa 

Mahinda 
Lokuge

Kaushalya 
Nawaratne Saman Walianga

1 COLOMBO 2394 556 2,459 457
2 AKKARAIPATTU 22 4 21 3
3 AMPARA 9 7 16 0
4 ANURADHAPURA 48 14 54 6
5 ATTANAGALLA 31 10 36 4

ANAMADUWA 7 0 7 0
6 AWISSAWELLA 31 17 42 6
7 BADDEGAMA 9 5 10 3
8 BADULLA 42 7 48 1
9 BALANGODA 19 8 24 2

10 BALAPITIYA 29 18 41 6
11 BANDARAWELA 16 3 18 1
12 BATTICALOA 51 3 53 0
13 BIBILE 4 5 8 0
14 CHAVAKACHCHERI 8 0 8 0
15 CHILAW 22 7 24 5
16 DAMBULLA 9 3 11 0

DEHIATTAKANDIYA 5 1 3 1
17 ELPITIYA 20 8 26 2
18 EMBILIPITIYA 17 13 21 9
19 GALGAMUWA 15 0 14 1
20 GALLE 73 83 134 16
21 GAMPAHA 75 28 84 18
22 GAMPOLA 13 1 13 1
23 HAMBANTOTA 32 5 36 1
24 HATTON 6 13 6 13
25 HETTIPOLA 10 3 11 2
26 HINGURAKGODA 8 4 10 1
27 HOMAGAMA 31 34 54 11
28 HORANA 32 25 35 10
29 JAFFNA 31 5 31 5
30 KADUWELA 40 3 35 8
31 KALMUNAI 30 1 31 0
32 KALUTARA 62 43 77 27
33 KANDY 175 41 161 55
34 KANTALE 13 0 13 0
35 KEGALLE 38 7 36 8
36 KEKIRAWA 10 1 26 4

KESBEWA 20 14 10 1
37 KULIYAPITIYA 44 9 50 4
38 KURUNEGALA 116 29 104 38
39 MAHARA 35 5 36 4
40 MAHIYANGANAYA 14 0 13 1
41 MAHO 14 2 15 0
42 MALIGAKANDA 17 1 14 4
43 MALLAKAM 5 0 5 0
44 MANNAR 16 1 15 2
45 MARAWILA 50 13 55 5
46 MATALE 35 1 35 0
47 MATARA 87 59 123 21
48 MATUGAMA 46 18 54 10
49 MAWANELLA 14 7 7 15
50 MINUWANGODA 32 2 32 2
51 MONARAGALA 13 5 16 2
52 MORATUWA 27 29 47 6
53 MORAWAKA 11 2 9 3
54 MOUNT-LAVINIA 81 22 87 17
55 MULLAITIVU 4 0 4 0

MUTTUR 7 0 7 0
56 NAWALAPITIYA 13 2 11 4
57 NEGOMBO 82 19 91 10
58 NIKAWERATIYA 10 2 11 0
59 NUGEGODA 53 8 50 11
60 NUWARA ELIYA 24 1 23 1
61 PANADURA 36 58 67 25
62 PELMADULLA 5 6 12 0
63 POINT PEDRO 19 0 19 0
64 POLONNARUWA 21 9 28 2
65 PUGODA 23 1 22 2
66 PUTTALAM 20 1 20 1
67 RATNAPURA 68 17 76 7
68 RUWANWELLA 18 1 17 2
69 SAMANTHUREI 16 0 16 0
70 TANGALLE 21 17 32 6
71 TRINCOMALEE 24 4 27 1
72 VAVUNIYA 26 0 25 1
73 WARAKAPOLA 14 1 12 3
74 WARIYAPOLA 9 0 9 0
75 WATTALA 13 3 13 2
76 WELIMADA 5 5 8 2
77 WELLAWAYA 11 1 10 1

Total 4,706 1,361 5,074 903
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Mr. Saman Welianga
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TREASURER’S REPORT

It is my pleasure to present the Audited 
Statements of Accounts and the Financial 
Statement of the Bar Association of Sri 
Lanka for the year 2018, the Second Year  
in succession for the approval of the Bar 
Council.
				  
My two years as Treasurer were spent 
working hard towards achieving  our 
strategic objectives of being more 
efficient, focusing on competency and 
enhancing transparency. The format of 
the Financial Information and Accounting 
Policies are unchanged from previous 
years.

As the Treasurer, I have always worked 
diligently to position the BASL to  better 
respond to change  and the challenging 
issues affecting us all with the membership 
paramount. I have been fortunate to work 
with thoughtful and dedicated fellow 
members, supported by committed staff 
and relying on the generous volunteerism 
of many in the legal profession.

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS
During the period under review, we 
collected a sum of Rs.878,500/- as 
Ordinary Membership and a sum of 
Rs.8,880,000/- as Life Membership.

FIXED DEPOSITS
In order to derive a higher interest rate, 
a sum of Rs. 7,900,000/- from Life 
Membership Subscriptions was deposited 
in Fixed Deposits with the approval of the 
Executive Committee.

During the period under review, Fixed 
Deposits were increased from a sum of 
Rs.113,530,750/- to Rs.121,430,749.01
 
INCOME FROM THE BASL BOOKSHOP
The BASL recorded a profit of Rs.524,581.11 
being the commission on sale of the 
books, publications and stationery  sold 
at the BASL Bookshop during the period 

under review. I am pleased to mention 
that the payments on sale of consignment 
books were made to the authors with the 
least possible delays.

PURCHASE OF FIXED ASSETS 
During the period under review, Fixed 
Assets purchased for Rs. 2,745,167.87 
include purchasing of tiles and fittings 
for bathrooms of BASL Building, Furniture 
Items for BASL Programme Committee 
Room, Air Conditioner to the BASL Library, 
Tables and Chairs for the Restaurant at 
the High Court Premises of Colombo, 
Roller Blinds to the BASL Auditorium, 
Name Board of the BASL and Tea Machine 
etc. 

LOANS GRANTED TO BASL STAFF
Staff Loans were granted to two staff 
members

BASL STAFF SALARIES
As approved by the EXCO, the staff  
salaries  were increased  during the 
period under review.  Additional amount of 
Rs.72,788/- per month will incur  for this 
purpose.

PROFIT FROM SALE OF BASL DIARIES 
2019
Diary Committee was able to make a profit 
of Rs.3,544,112/- from the sale of Diaries 
of 2019. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE BASL
In keeping with BASL object of serving the 
members and reaching out to outstation 
members, the following standing 
committees of the BASL   organised 
seminars and activities during the period 
under review.  My heartfelt gratitude 
goes to the respective Chairpersons and 
Conveners of the committee for their time, 
effort and contributions.

	 ¡	Diary Committee
	 ¡	Law Journal Committee
	 ¡	Junior National Law Conference 	
		  Committee
	 ¡	Seminars Committee
	 ¡	Special Projects Committee

PROVINCIAL LAW CONFERENCES
I express my deepest appreciation for 
USAID for their profound contribution 
in providing financial assistance to hold 
the Provincial Conferences in Kandy, 
Ratnapura, Matara, Batticoloa and Chilaw. 

PROJECTS LAUNCHED BY BASL TO 
RAISE ADDITIONAL FUNDS
During the period under review, the 
following projects were launched by BASL 
to raise additional funds.

	 ¡	Issuance of Vehicle Passes
	 ¡	Printing of BASL Identity Cards
	 ¡	The Certificate Course on Effective 	
		  Instructing Attorneys (EIA)
	 ¡	Criminal Defence Certificate Course
	 ¡	Advanced Certificate Course on In	
		  formation & Communication Tech	
		  nology of Law (ICT)
	 ¡	Forensic Science Certificate Course 
		  etc.
	 ¡	Legal English Certificate Course
	 ¡	Speech Craft Programme

REFURBISHMENT WORK AND REPAIRS 
DONE TO BASL BUILDING
During the period under review, despite the 
financial challenges, the BASL embarked 
on ambitious project to refurbish the BASL 
Lunch Room, Administrative Section, 
BASL Projects Committee Section on the 
2nd Floor. After lapse of several years , 
section of the BASL Building and  toilets 
were repaired. Book shop, Library and the 
entire BASL building was clour washed.

PURCHASING A GENERATOR      
In the event of a prolonged power 
blackout , it was a long felt requirement 
to purchase a generator. As approved by 
the Bar Council, a generator costing Rs. 
2,689,925/-was purchased.

INSTALLING SOLAR PANELS 
As approved by Bar Council, solar panels 
were purchased  by  obtaining   a loan of 
Rs.7,950, 000/- against the Fixed Deposits 
held with HNB –Hulftsdorp Branch . 

At present , the average monthly 
electricity bill is Rs.175,000/- and the 
monthly  loan installment to be paid to 
HNB for the Solar Panels is. Rs.228,500/ 
(Capital Cost  - Rs.133,500/ and Interest 
-approximately Rs.95,000/-) for 5 years.  
The cost benefits of converting to a solar 
panel system will be effected only after 
the payment of loan in full.

STAFF UNIFORMS
Each staff member was given 3 sets of 
uniforms in 3 different colours, costing  
Rs.216,000/ for 23 staff members 

DONATIONS PROVIDED TO OUTSTATION 
BARS
As practiced in the past, donations 
amounting to Rs.215,550/- were provided 
to the following bars at their request.

	 ¡	Batticoloa
	 ¡	Nugegoda
	 ¡	Panadura 

CLE SEMINARS
CLE Seminars were held in Bandarawela, 
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Yapahuwa and Avissawella during the 
period under review.

APPOINTMENT OF NEW AUDITORS
As approved at the First Bar Council 
meeting in 2018,  we have appointed 
B.R.De Silva & Co. Chartered Accountants 
of Colombo 05 as the BASL new Auditors 
replacing SJMS Associates, Chartered 
Accountants of Colombo who were the 
BASL Auditors for more than 20 years.

RECRUITING A QUALIFIED ACCOUNTANT
As the present Accounts Executive, Ms. 
Madupani Mapa will be retiring on the 
30th March 2019, with the directions of 
the Executive Council we have already 
selected a Qualified Accountant.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Mr.Neomal Gunawardena, Chairman and 
Mr. Senaka de Seram, Convener  and 
the members of the Finance Committee  
provided valuable guidance during the 
year under review.  

I note with deep gratitude the guidance 
and unstinted support received from 
President Mr.U.R.De Silva PC,  who made 
invaluable contribution in implementing 
the projects for the last two years and  
helped me in my tasks.

I extend my gratitude and thanks to Mr.Ali 
Sabry PC-Deputy President, Mr.Kaushalya 
Nawaratne-Secretary and Mr.Chamath 
Fernando-Assistant Secretary, Members 
of the Executive Committee, Chairpersons 
and Conveners of Standing Committees, 
Mr.G.G.Arulpgrasam and Ms.Ruchira 
Gunasekera  for their trust, support and 
cooperation extended to me in discharging 
my duties as the Treasurer.

I will be failing in my duty if I do not thank 
and extend my heartfelt gratitude to 
my able staff members, Mrs, Madupani 
Mapa, Mrs.W.A.D.Aruni, and Mrs,Surangi 
Liyanage for their dedication, commitment 
and support extended to me in discharging 
my duties. 

I express my deep appreciation for 
the constant support and assistance I 
received throughout from Ms.Suranee 
Samarasekera, Administrative Secretary 
and the staff of BASL.

On behalf of the Executive Committee, 
once again I extend my gratitude and 
thanks to you my fellow colleagues for 
your continued support  and the great 
confidence and trust that you have  
reposed in me. 

I thank  our Auditors B.R.De Silva & Co for 
their services and for submitting the Audit 
Report for the Year 2018/2019.

In conclusion as the Outgoing Treasurer, I 
wish to express my sincere gratitude to all 
those who have helped in numerous ways 
during my tenure as the Treasurer and 
wish Bar Association of Sri Lanka every 
success in its future endeavours.

Sujeewa Lal Dahanayake
Treasurer,
Bar Association of Sri Lanka
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Compliment 

I will be failing my duties if I do not extend my heart felt gratitude for the unreserved 
support extended in numerous ways, inter alia, in order to enable me to finalize the 
Annual Report of the year 2018/2019. Accordingly, my sincere thank are extended to 
	
	 Mr. Chamath Fernando, Attorney-At-Law, Assistant Secretary of BASL 
	 Mr. Kasun Liyanage , Attorney-At-Law
	 Ms. Surani Samarasekara, Administrative Secretary of BASL
	 Mr. Saranga Hettiarachchi, IT Executive of BASL 

Further I acknowledge with gratitude the contribution of the staff of the BASL for 
providing required data on time. My special thanks are extended to Printer namely 
‘Printec’ (Pvt) Ltd and the staff for printing and providing the Annual Report to be tabled 
before the 1st Bar Council Meeting on 30th March 2019. 

I consider that Mr. Shehan Gunawardena and Ms. Mokshini Jayamanna Attorneys-
At-Law are much deserved to be acknowledged and appreciated by the BASL for 
the support extended in many capacities for the colorful and successful conduct of 
programs. Your professionalism and the standards displayed in the course of events of 
the BASL is truly an inspiration to all of us. Thank you my dear friends. 

	 Kaushalya Nawarathne 
	 Secretary
	 Bar Association of Sri Lanka
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