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The new BASL Website was recently launched at the National Law Conference 2021 by the President of the Court of Appeal  Hon. Arjuna 
Obeyesekere, President BASL Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, PC, and Secretary BASL Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya amongst other dignitaries.
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The ‘National Law Conference 2021’ was held on the 12th and 
13th of February 2021 at the Galadari Hotel, Colombo as the 
first Hybrid virtual and physical conference under the theme 
‘Futurism’ focused on the ways in which the legal profession can 
be fashioned to meet the requirements of the fast developing and 
oncoming future while preserving the fundamentals within the 
profession. 

The theme ‘Futurism’ was inspired by the Italian artists’ 
movement in the 1920s, which highlighted the dynamism, speed, 
change and restlessness of the modern life. Emphasizing this, 
Mr. Hiran M.C. de Alwis, Chairman of NLC, stated that Futurism 
is an attempt to envisage a future with a new dynamic and not a 
new normal and thereby to fashion and guide new developments 
to make them a reality in practical means.

NATIONAL LAW CONFERENCE 2021 : THE FIRST HYBRID NLC

LAUNCH OF THE NEW BASL WEBSITE 
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UNVEILING OF THE PORTRAIT OF THE FORMER SECRETARY

BASL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2020 / 2021

MR. SALIYA PIERIS, PC
ELECTED AS THE NEW 

PRESIDENT OF THE BASL

MR. RAJEEV T. AMARASURIYA 
ELECTED AS THE SECRETARY 

UNCONTESTED

At the nominations for the post of 
Secretary of the BASL for the year 2021 / 
2022,  only one nomination  was received 
for the post of Secretary,   of incumbent 
Secretary Mr. Rajeev T. Amarasuriya. 
 
At the close of nominations on 11th 
January 2021, Mr. Rajeev T. Amarasuriya, 
was declared uncontested as the 
Secretary of the Bar Association of Sri 
Lanka for the year 2021 / 2022 as well. 

Mr. Rajeev T. Amarasuriya

At the election for the post of President 
of the BASL held on 24th February 
2021, Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC was declared 
the winner having secured 5,178 votes 
against votes secured by Kuvera De 
Zoysa, PC.

Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC secured 2,416 
votes from the Colombo Zone and 2,762 
votes from the other branches whilst 
Mr. Kuvera De Zoysa, PC received 1,146 

votes from the Colombo Zone and 1,669 votes from the other 
Branches. 

The election was held in 85 Bars across the country and the 
results were declared at the conclusion of the count by the 
Presiding Officer for the Election, Acting Solicitor General 
Sanjay Rajaratnam, PC.

The portrait of Mr. Kaushalya Nawaratne, Secretary BASL 2018 - 
2020 was unveilled at the 2nd Bar Council meeting of the BASL 
held on Saturday, 25th July 2020 at the BASL Auditorium.

OFFICE-BEARERS 

Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, PC (President); Mr. Shavindra Fernando, PC 
(Deputy President); Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya (Secretary); Mr. Nalin 
De Silva (Treasurer); Mr. Pasindu Silva (Assistant Secretary)

Immediate Past President : Mr. U.R. De Silva, PC

ZONAL VICE PRESIDENTS

Mrs. Juliana Koswatta (Anuradhapura), Mr. S. Rasheed (Ampara), 
Mr. Sarath Weragoda (Avissawella), Mr. Vijitha Peiris (Badulla), Mr. 
P. Premnath (Batticaloa), Mr. Vijaya Gamage (Colombo Central), 
Mr. Ranjith Gunawardena (Colombo South), Mr. Sweeney Perera 
(Chilaw), Mr. Srimal Wijesekera (Galle), Mrs. Padma Amarathunga 
(Gampaha), Mrs. Shantha Abhimanasingham, PC (Jaffna), Mr. Dix-
on Punchihewa (Kalutara), Mr. Prasanna Gunathilaka (Kandy), 

Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC

WEBINAR 1.8 : 
INTERIM RELIEFS IN CIVIL LAW

Faiszer Musthapha P.C. Hiran De Alwis Shivan Coorey Shehan GunawardeneIkram Mohamed P.C.

WEBINAR 1.9 : INVESTMENT LAWS AND 
POLICIES - REACHING OUT TO THE WORLD

Upul Jayasuriya P.C. Rajaratnam Selvaskandan Dr. Asanga Gunawansa Suren De SilvaDr. Rohan Perera P.C.

Mr. Galgamuwage Samarasekara (Kegalle), Mr. Percy Waduge-
dara (Kurunegala), Ms. Chula Subadra Pathirana (Matara), Mrs. 
Swarnalatha Ginige (Negombo), Mr. R.C. Karunakaran (Nuwara 
Eliya), Mr. M.M. Rafeek (Ratnapura). Mr. Anton Pullinayagam 
(Vavuniya)

MEMBERS

Mr. A.G. Jagath Abeynayaka, Mr. S.M. Tivanka Ekaratne, Mr. K.M. 
Chamath Fernando, Mr. Rajitha Hathurusinghe, Mr. Lasitha 
Kanuwanaarachchi, Mr. Anuja K. Premaratne, PC, Mr. Amal 
Randeniya and Mr. M.D. Asoka Weerasooriya

JUNIOR EXCO MEMBERS

Mr. Chathura Amarathunga, Mr. Niroshan Siriwardena and 
Mr. Pandula Wanniarachchi 
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Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC and Mr. Rajeev T. Amarasuriya will 
assume office as the President and Secretary of the BASL 
respectively for 2021 / 2022 at the 47th Convocation of the 

BASL on 27th March 2021



NATIONAL LAW CONFERENCE 2021

BASL WEBSITE 

The theme of the NLC being ‘Futurism’ was inspired by the Italian 
art students’ movement in the 1920s, which highlighted the 
dynamism, speed, change and restlessness of modern life after 
being plagued by disease and war to arise out of destruction. 

The Inauguration of the Conference was held with the participation 
of the Chief Justice Hon. Jayantha Jayasuriya P.C., who was the 
Chief Guest and the Minister of Justice, Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry 
P.C., Attorney General Hon. Dappula Livera P.C., Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Sri Lanka, President of the Court of Appeal 
Hon. Arjuna Obeysekere, President of the Law Commission of 
Sri Lanka Mr. Romesh De Silva P.C. who delivered the keynote 
address and the President of the BASL Mr. Kalinga Indatissa P.C. 
and Secretary of BASL Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya. 

The Sessions on both days included; Effective Enforcement of 
Business Contracts, Work Place Best Practices and Health & 
Safety, Defamation in  Digital Space and Cyber Space, Banking/
Finance, International Trade/ Private International Law/
eCommerce, Child abuse, Sportslaw, Criminal law, Fundamental 
freedoms, Evidence and Ethics.

The BASL is appreciative of the Chairman of the National Law 
Conference 2021 Mr. Hiran De Alwis and the Co-Convenors Ms. 
Yoshani Demuni, Mr. Rajindh Perera and Ms.Lakshika Ratnayake 
for organising a very successful and highly acclaimed National 
Law Conference.

(.... Contd. from page 1)

(.... Contd. from page 1)

The new Website and Portal includes many new features including 
a Password protected Member Login, BASL Job Bank, Online 
Renewal of Membership and ID Cards, Registration for Courses 
and Webinars, Application for Car Labels and a Payment Gateway 
enabled BASL E-Store which facilitates purchase of Books and 
Publications, Diaries and other products.

The BASL is appreciative of the services rendered by Mr. Oshan 
Ubhayaratne, AAL who dedicated much time and effort,  President 
Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, PC who initiated the development in  2019, 
Secretary Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya, Assistant Secretary Mr. Pasindu 
Silva, Ms. Anne Devananda, AAL, Mrs. Suranee Samarasekera 
and Mr. Saranga Hettiarachchi of the BASL and also to SLT Digital 
Solutions (Pvt) Ltd for all the support extended. 

BASL Newsletter Committee 2020/2021

Chairman 	 :	 Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya

Convenor 	 : 	Mr. Pasindu Silva

Co-convenor	 :  Mr. Chamath Fernando

Members 	 : 	Mr. Rajindh Perera
	 	 Mr. Eranda S. Wanasinghe
	   	Mrs. Charuni De Alwis
	    Ms. Anne Devananda

The BASL Newsletter Committee  extends its gratitude to Ms. 
Nethmi Dewamuni for her assistance in the publication of this 

BASL News.

WEBINAR 1.10 : ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS AND
LEGAL REMEDIES

Chandima Muthukumarana Chandima Perumpuliarachchi Rasanga Warnasuriya G.A. Sunil JayaratnaKapila Manamperi P.C.

WEBINAR 1.11 : CONNECTING THROUGH DIGITAL 
PLATFORMS, DATA PROTECTION AND CYBER SECURITY

Jayantha Fernando Chanakya Jayadeva Sanduni Wickramasinghe Senura AbeywardenaSunil Abeyaratne
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PROVINCIAL LAW CONFERENCE – EASTERN PROVINCE

With the support and collaboration of the CORE Justice 
programme of USAID the Provincial Law Conference for the 
Eastern Province was held in Pasikuda on 19th and 20th 
September 2020. as a residential conference. 

The topics included; Provincial Writ Applications and 
Supreme Court Rules and Professional Ethics by Mr. Rajeev 
T. Amarasuriya, AAL, Interim Relief in Civil Actions by Mr. 
Kaushalya Nawaratne, AAL, Types of Deeds and steps 
to be followed and taken into consideration in regard to 
execution of such Deeds by Mrs. Shiranthi Gunawardena, 
AAL, Impeaching the Credibility of a Witness & Ethics – A 
Hallmark of a Professional by Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, PC and 
Modern Role of Police and Lawyers in the Criminal Justice 
System by DIG, Ajith Rohana, AAL

Overall, the sessions at this Provincial Law Conference 
were very informative in disseminating expected knowledge 
and skills effectively. The BASL thanks the CORE Justice 
programme of USAID and the provincial leadership of the 
BASL for the support extended in organizing this Conference 
successfully. 

WEBINAR 1.12 : APPEALS AND 
REVISION APPLICATIONS

Saliya Peiris P.C. Dimuthu Bandara Senany Dayaratne Chathura GalhenaLakshman Perera P.C.

WEBINAR 1.13 : 
THE LAW OF SERVITUDES

Seevali Amitirigala P.C. Sujeeva Jayasinghe Sanjeewa Dasanayake Lasitha KanuwanaarachchiMahinda Wijesurendra P.C.
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BASL ONLINE CERTIFICATE COURSES

With the Pandemic and the restrictions in place for physical 
meetings, the BASL in June 2020 launched the first Online 
Certificate Course in Commercial Arbitration which was a 
resounding success with 163 participants.

With the learnings from the first Online Certificate Course, the 
BASL in the remaining months of the year launched 5 further 
Online Certificate Courses in Digital Law, Company Secretarial 
Practice, Criminal Law, Conveyancing and Human Resource 
Management with a cumulative total participation of 948 
participants.

The largest participation was for the Certificate Course in 
Conveyancing with a participation of 249 which is considered the 
highest in history for a BASL Certificate Course, and close behind 
is the Certificate Course in Digital Law which had 213 participants.

The Total revenue generated for the BASL through the Online 
Courses was approximately Rs. 11.4 Million which made last 
year a year in which the BASL self-generated one of the highest 
revenues in recent history.

The BASL Certificate Courses were initiated by Secretary Mr. 
Rajeev T. Amarasuriya and co-ordinated together with Assistant 
Secretary, Mr. Pasindu Silva and the Programme Office Staff 
comprising Mr. Kalinga De Silva and Mr. T. Prakalanthan and 
with the Support of the IT Division headed by Mr. Saranga 
Hettiarachchi and with the guidance of the rest of the members of 
the Management Committee.

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
CERTIFICATE COURSE IN ONLINE

Commencement Date
07th January 2021

Time
02:30 PM to 04:30 PM 

Duration
12 Weeks (Every Thursday)

Course Fee : BASL Members above 5 yrs Rs. 13,500/=   Non Members Rs. 17,500 /= 
BASL Members below 5 yrs / Apprentices / Law Students Rs. 10,000/=

Rajeev Amarasuriya
Secretary

Hosted by

Bar Association of Sri Lanka
Contact : 077 776 0057
BASL Programme Office for further details

Areas Covered
Introduction to Human Resource Management / Human Resource Strategy  /  Talent Acquisition / Talent Manage-

ment & Development / Total Rewards / Organizational Effectiveness / Organization culture values and behavior, 

Ethical Code of Conduct / Employee Engagement & retention, Diversity & Inclusion / Shop & Office Employees Act, 

Wages Board / Maternity Benefits, Laws on Superannuation Benefits, Leave Administration, Unions, Workmen’s’ 

Compensation / Types of employment contracts and associated rights / HR Technology Management & modern 

workplace / Human Resource information systems, HR analytics, WFH & Virtual workplace / Disciplinary Procedure, 

Disciplinary and non-disciplinary Termination.

Resource Persons

Mr. Isuru Gunasekera
Chief People Officer and Executive 
Vice President, John Keells Group

Ms. Dilrukshi Kurukulasuriya, AAL
Chief HR Officer, DIMO

Mr. Deshan M. Wijesinghe
Lead HR Consultant and Corporate 
Storyteller, Trion Consultancy

Ms. Gayathri Chakrawarthy, AAL
Head of Human Resources, Distilleries Co. of 
Sri Lanka PLC

Ms. Lilanthi Delgoda, AAL
Head of Learning & Development,
National Development Bank PLC

Ms. Kumudini Welmillage
Director Corporate HR, 
Ceylon Biscuits Limited

Mr. Kanishka Ranaweera, AAL
Head of HR, Airtel Sri Lanka

Mr. Sampath Jayasundara
CEO, HSenidbiz

Ms. Kumarini Seneviratne, AAL
Head of HR & Legal, Astron Ltd

Ms. Dharshi Talpahewa, AAL
Head of Group HR & Legal, Hayleys Group

Mr. Isuru Tillakawardana
Head of HR, Commercial Bank PLC

Click Here to Register

Mr. Geoffrey Alagaratnam
President's Counsel

Mr. Uditha Egalahewa
President's Counsel

Mr. Kanishka Weerasinghe, AAL
Director General, EFC
Ms. Himali S. Urugodawatte, AAL
Director (Legal) - Industrial Relations,
Board of Investment of Sri Lanka

Mr. M. Adamaly
Attorney-At-Law

Ms. Dinusha Jayamanne, AAL
Director HR, Fonterra Brands

Mr. Pradeep Uluwaduge, AAL
Chief Human Resource Officer, LOLC Group
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WEBINAR 1.14 : DEFENCES IN CRIMINAL LAW AND
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

Anuja Premaratne P.C. Asoka Weerasooriya Ravi Matugama Asthika DevendraSarath Jayamanne P.C.

WEBINAR 1.15 : RECOVERY OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
AND RELATED MATTERS

Samantha Ratwatte P.C. Sarath Vidanapathirana Sapumal Bandara Priyantha AlagiyawannaChandra Jayasekera P.C.



Commencement Date
08th January 2021

Time
02:30 PM to 04:30 PM 

Duration
10 Weeks (Every Friday)

Course Fee : BASL Members above 5 yrs Rs. 13,500/=   Non Members Rs. 17,500 /= 
BASL Members below 5 yrs / Apprentices / Law Students Rs. 10,000/=

Rajeev Amarasuriya
Secretary

Hosted by

Bar Association of Sri Lanka
Contact : 076 440 8342
BASL Programme Office for further details

CONVEYANCING
CERTIFICATE COURSE IN ONLINE

Areas Covered

 Office of Notary, Duties, Obligations and 
 Nature of Deeds 
 Mr. G.G. Arulpragasam, AAL

 How to do a Title Search and relevant 
 statutes for Notaries
 Ms. Shiranthi Gunewardena, AAL 

 Fraudulent Transactions relating to Conveyancing 
 Mr. Jagath Wickramanayake, PC

 Role of the Police in Preventing Fraudulent 
 Deeds and Transactions
 Mr. Ajith Rohana, AAL

 Deeds for Condominium Property
 Mr. Senaka De Saram, AAL   

 Practical issues in Title Registration
 Mr. Vasantha Gajanayake, PC 

 Trust Ordinance and Conditional Transfer
 Mr. Anura Dhanaratna, AAL 

 Best Practices, Ethics and Disciplinary 
 Procedure
 Mr. Neville Abeyratne, PC

 Laws relating to Title Registration and    
 Stamp Duty
 Ms. Nirodha Kalansooriya, AAL  

 Laws relating to Registration of Deeds and 
 Instruments
 Representation from Registrar General 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

COMPANY SECRETARIAL PRACTICE
CERTIFICATE COURSE IN 

Mr. M. D. Heshan S. Mathugamage, AAL
Assistant Registrar of Companies, 
Official Receiver (Acting)

Mr. Tharanga Panditha Sundara, AAL
Assistant Registrar of Companies

Mr. Rajaratnam Selvaskandan, AAL
Senior Partner, Varners

Ms Dedunie De Silva, AAL
CEO, Corporate Services (Pvt.) Ltd

Hon. Saleem Marsoof, PC
Retired Supreme Court Judge

Ms. Dilrukshi Gunawardena, AAL
Partner, Julius & Creasy

Mr. Pramith Rajapaksha
Company Secretary, Commercial Bank

Ms. Geethani Athurupana
Attorney-At-Law

Mr. Chandaka Jayasundere
President’s Counsel

Ms. Nirusha Ranjith Kumar, AAL
Partner, Nithya Partners

Ms. Vinodini Amarasekera, AAL
Partner, Varners

Commencement Date
07th October 2020 

Time
02:30 PM to 04:30 PM 

Duration
10 Weeks (Every Wednesday)

Rajeev Amarasuriya
Secretary

Hosted by

Bar Association of Sri Lanka
Contact : 076 440 8342
BASL Programme Office for further details

Course Fee : 

ONLINE

Resource Persons

BASL Members above 5 yrs Rs. 13,500/=   Non Members Rs. 17,500 /= 
BASL Members below 5 yrs / Apprentices / Law Students Rs. 10,000/=

Areas Covered
 Abolition of doctrine of ultra vires 
 Qualifications of a Company Secretary 
 Steps to incorporate a Company
 Preparation of Articles of Association
 Meetings in a Company 
 Duties of Directors and rights and remedies of 
 shareholders
 Issue of shares, rights attached to shares
 Amalgamation of Companies
 How to incorporate offshore Companies and 
 registration of overseas Companies 
 Liquidation and strike off of Companies
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WEBINAR 1.16 : 
DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

Prof. Sharya Scharenguivel Nalani Manatunga Kushlan Seneviratne Chanaka JayamahaS.K. Lankatilleke P.C.

WEBINAR 1.17 : PREPARING FOR A TRIAL IN A
CRIMINAL CASE

Berney Alwis Vishva Gunaratne Lakmal Ratnayake Manesh WewitaUpali A. Gooneratne P.C.



WORKSHOP FOR YOUNG WOMEN LAWYERS

BASL WORKSHOP ON DINING ETIQUETTE AND SOFT SKILLS

The first of a new series of BASL Programmes tailored for Young 
Women Lawyers was launched on the 14th of March at the 
Marriott Hotel, Weligama.

The Programme content for the two days included Leadership, 
Work Life Balance, Effective Communication, Image Building, 
Court Etiquette, Diversity and Interactive Speech. 

The Professional and Career Development of Women Lawyers 
Committee of the BASL, its Chairperson Ms. Nalani Manathunga, 
Co-Chairperson Ms. Indika Nagaratne, Convenor Ms. Aparajitha 
Ariyadasa and Co-Convenors Ms. Vindica Subasinghe and Ms. 
Lanka Dharmasiri and the other members are to be thanked for 
initiating this new and important series of programmes. 

This programme was conducted for the members in the Southern 
Province and the BASL will conduct similar workshops for the 
other provinces as well. 

The Inaugural BASL Workshop on Dining Etiquette and soft skills 
was held  successfully  for members of the Kalutara Zone at the 
Avani Hotel, Kalutara on 25th September 2020. 
 
This workshop was the brainchild of Mrs. Ramani De Saram 
who led its organization under the umbrella of the Seminars 

Committee along with the office-bearers and members of the 
Panadura, Kalutara and Matugama Bars. 

The BASL is also appreciative of the support and assistance 
provided by Ms. Nikini Mapitigama in providing coordination as 
well as the Winstone School of Culinary Art for conducting the 
Workshop.

WEBINAR 1.18 : 
SPORTS LAW

Sumathi Dharmawardena P.C. Panduka Keerthinanda Thiyumi Abeysinghe Shanaka AmarasingheNavin Marapana P.C.

WEBINAR 1.19 : ASPECTS OF COMPANY LAW AND
CORPORATE GOVERNANCE

Avindra Rodrigo P.C. Saadi Wadood Dilshani Wijayawardana Nilshantha Sirimanne
Hon. Justice

Saleem Marsoof P.C.
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BASL TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR POLICE OFFICERS

BASL : MAX PLANCK FOUNDATION TRAINING–OF-TRAINERS

A very successful BASL workshop was held on 27th September 
2020 at the Hardy Advanced Technological Institute in Ampara for 
over 500 Police Officers on several relevant areas of Law.

The first BASL : Max Planck Foundation Training-of-Trainers 
Workshop in Economic, Social and Cultural Rights this year 
took place on 19th and 20th December in a socially distanced 
environment at the Jetwing Lake, Dambulla and the second 
Workshop took place on 26th, 27th and 28th February at Anilana 
Hotel, Trincomalee. 

The resource persons connected virtually from several different 
time zones.

BASL Resource Persons included BASL President Mr. Kalinga 
Indatissa, PC, BASL Secretary Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya, BASL 
Treasurer Mr. Nalin De Silva, Mr. Sunil Abeyratne, DIG Ajith 
Rohana and Mrs. Priyani Ratnayake.

WEBINAR 1.20 : IMPEACHING THE CREDIBILITY OF
A WITNESS IN A CRIMINAL TRIAL

Sanjaya Gamage Asela Rekawa Asela Seresinhe Nayantha WijesundaraPriyantha Nawana P.C.

WEBINAR 1.21 : LAWS AND ISSUES RELATING TO 
CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT AND SUPERANNUATION

Mohamed Adamaly Prasad De Silva Manoli Jinadasa Pasindu SilvaSusantha Balapatabendi P.C.
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LEGAL SYMPOSIUM #1 - UDAWALAWE

The first Legal Symposium of the Seminars Committee for the 
year 2020 / 2021 was held on 3rd, 4th and 5th of September, at 
the Grand Udawalawe Safari Resort.

The Minister of Justice Hon. M.U.M. Ali Sabry, PC was the Chief 
Guest at the Inauguration and delivered the Keynote Address on 
the proposed plans for the Administration of Justice system in Sri 
Lanka which was very well received.

The Sessions over the two days included a panel discussion on 
Recent Developments in Criminal Law with panelists Mr. Kalinga 
Indatissa, PC and Hon. Navaratne Marasinghe, Judge of the 
High Court, Ratnapura, moderated by Mr. Indika Rupasinghe; 
Recent Trends in Civil and Criminal Appeals and Revisions by 
Mr. Saliya Peiris, PC; Lawyers’ Role in dealing with the Police 
by D.I.G. Ajith Rohana, Head of Legal, Sri Lanka Police; Panel 
Discussion on Lawyer - Police Relations with D.I.G. Ajith Rohana 
and Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, PC, President – BASL, Mr. Shavindra 
Fernando,  moderated by Mr. Nalin de Silva; Writ Applications by 
Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya; Law of Conveyancing by Mrs. Shiranthi 
Gunawardena and Law of Property (Legal Principles in relation to 
Ownership) by Mr. Kuvera De Zoysa, PC. 

A highlight of this Symposium was the Safari at Udawalawe 
National Park.

WEBINAR 1.22 : 
CUSTOMS LAW, PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE

A.A.M. Illiyas P.C. Riad Ameen Indika Perera Tivanka EkaratneFarzana Jameel P.C.

WEBINAR 1.23 : 
CIVIL APPEALS AND REVISIONS

Felician Fernandopulle Geeshan Rodrigo Shaminda Silva Manesh WevitaDr. Sunil Coorey
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LEGAL SYMPOSIUM #2 - MATALE

The second Legal Symposium of the Seminars Committee for the 
year 2020 / 2021 was held on 2nd, 3rd and 4th October, 2020 at 
the Grand Mountain Hotel, Matale. 

Then President of the Court of Appeal, His Lordship A.H.M. 
Nawaz was the Chief Guest at the Inauguration and delivered the 
Keynote Address on the recent developments in Administrative 
Law in Sri Lanka which was interesting and thought provoking. 

The Sessions over the two days included Land Law : A Discussion 
in Perspective by Mr. Samantha Ratwatte, PC; Antiquities 
Ordinance and Criminal Rape by Mr. Mohan Weerakoon, PC; 
Injunctions by Mr. Faiszer Musthapha, PC, Panel Discussion on 
Practicing Criminal Law: A discussion in  perspective by 
Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, PC and Mr. Upali Gunaratne, PC 
moderated by Mr. Chaminda Athukorale; Recent Developments 
in Criminal Law by Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, PC; Provincial Writ 
Applications by Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya; and Notarial Practice 
by Mr. G. G. Arulpragasam. 

A highlight of this Symposium were the excursions to Riverstone, 
Sembuwatte Lake and several Waterfalls.

Both Legal Symposiums were organised by the Seminars Committee Chaired Mr. Rajeev T. Amarasuriya, and  the Convenors were 
Mr. Pasindu Silva, Mr. Pandula Wanniarachchi and Ms. Anne Devananda. The BASL is appreciative of their efforts.

WEBINAR 1.24 : ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS - 
IT’S TIME TO ACT NOW OR NEVER

Jagath Gunawardana Ravindranath Dabare Dr. Kokila Konasinghe Vishwa de Livera TennekoonRavi Algama

WEBINAR 1.25 : 
BANKING LAW

Sirikumara Kudagama Melody Wickramanayake Shaheeda Barrie Keshan ThalgahagodaK. Kanag-Isvaran PC
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LAUNCH OF THE 25TH VOLUME OF THE BASL LAW JOURNAL

The 25th Volume of the BASL Law 
Journal was launched on the 1st of 
February 2021 where the original 
copies were handed over to the 
President, Secretary and Treasurer 
of the BASL at a simple but symbolic 
ceremony.

The Co-Editors-in-Chief, Mr. Eraj De 
Silva and Mr. Saravanan Neelakandan 
along with the Judgment Editor, 
Mr. Priyantha Alagiyawanna, the 
Convenor Ms. Sarani Gunathilake, 
and the other members of the BASL 
Journal Committee 2020 / 2021 must 
be congratulated for an excellent 
publication as the 25th volume.  

WEBINAR 1.26 : KEY ASPECTS OF INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY LAW

Dinal Philips PC Sudath Perera Prof. Naazima Kamardeen Nishan PremathiratneDr. Harsha Cabral PC

WEBINAR 1.27 : 
TESTAMENTARY ACTIONS

Maura Gunawansha PC Anoma Gunathilaka Manjula Katugampola Tharanatha PalliyagurugeRanjan Suwandaratne PC

The Editors and Committee of the BASL Law Journal handing over the first copy of the 
Journal to the President Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, PC in the presence of Secretary 

Mr. Rajeev T. Amarasuriya and Treasurer Mr. Nalin De Silva.

JUNIOR BAR

OPENING OF THE JUNIOR BAR CENTRE AT THE BAR 
ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA
The Junior Bar Centre of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka 
was officially opened on 24th  August  2020  by Hon. Jayantha 
Jayasuriya, P.C, the Chief Justice. The Junior Bar Committee 
proposed the need for an equipped space for Juniors in Hulftsdorp.   

WELCOMING ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW CALLED TO THE BAR 
The Junior Bar Committee of the BASL also for the first time set 
up a station together at the Supreme Court premises to welcome 
the Attorneys-at-Law who were called to the Bar in 2020. The 
Programme was carried out from the 26th to 28th August and 
subsequently on 18th September 2020, coinciding with the Oath 
Ceremony of the new Attorneys-at-Law. 

ORIENTATION PROGRAMME FOR ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW CALLED 
TO THE BAR IN 2020
An Orientation Programme organised by the Junior Bar 
Committee for Attorneys-at-Law called to the Bar in August 2020, 
was held on the 3rd of September 2020 at the BASL Auditorium. 
The speakers at this day-long event included, His Lordship Hon. 
Justice Arjuna Obeyesekere, Judge of the Court of Appeal, Mr. 
Romesh de Silva, P.C., Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, P.C., President 
BASL, Ms. Ayomi Aluwihare, AAL, Precedent Partner, FJ & 
G. De Saram, Mr. Dilith Jayaweera, AAL, Chairman George 
Steuart Group / Derana and Ms. Dinusha Jayamanne, AAL, 
Director Human Resources at Fonterra Brands - Sri Lanka & 
Indian Subcontinent, providing invaluable insight on diverse 
perspectives of being a legal professional. The event further 
sought to emphasize the importance of personal development in 
young Attorneys and accordingly, Ms. Stephanie Siriwardena and 
Mr. Bhathiya Jayakody were invited to address the audience on 
Personality Building and Confidence.

DISTRESS FUND FOR JUNIOR LAWYERS 
A Distress Fund for Juniors with an initial deposit of Rs. 1 Million 
contributed by Mr. Kuvera De Zoysa, PC was set up as an initiative 
of the Junior Bar Committee. The Fund has collected over Rs. 2 
Million at present.

Under the Scheme, Junior Members could obtain loans up to Rs. 
25,000/- form the Bank of Ceylon repayable on concessionary 
terms over a period of two years, and several Junior Members 
have made use of this scheme.

The Junior Bar Committee was Chaired by Mr. Kuvera De Zoysa, PC and the Convenors were Mr. Janaka Basuriya and Mr. Nishan 
Premathiratne. The BASL is appreciative of the Committee for their efforts.
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CHARTER INSTALLATION OF BASL TOASTMASTERS CLUB

COVID-19 VACCINATION PROGRAMME

The Covid-19 Vaccination Programme for Lawyers was 
commenced by the Sri Lanka Army on the request made by 
BASL President Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, PC with nearly 800 
Members receiving the first dose of the vaccination at the Army 
Hospital.

The BASL is appreciative of the Head of COVID 19 Taskforce and 
the Army Commander General Shavendra Silva for recognizing 
the need to vaccinate Lawyers who also are first level contacts. 

Approximately 800 Members have thus far been vaccinated.

BASL specially thanks Ms. Kinkini Nelson, Mr. Lasitha 
Kanuwanarachchi, Mr. Tenny Fernando, Mr. Vijaya Gamage and 
other Branch Office-bearers for supporting the co-ordination 
of this programme. 

The Charter Installation Ceremony of the Bar Association of Sri 
Lanka Toastmasters Club took place on 12th September 2020 at 
the BASL Auditorium.

Mr. Chamath Fernando was installed as the Charter President. 
BASL thanks Ms. Dushyanthi Adhikari for guiding the Club to 
Charter.

WEBINAR 1.28 : LAWS AND ACTIONS RELATING TO
CONSUMER PROTECTION

Prof. Prathiba
Mahanamahewa Ranil Samarasooriya Yuresha Fernando Thishya WeragodaDr. Dayanath Jayasuriya PC

WEBINAR 1.28 : LAWS AND ACTIONS RELATING TO
CONSUMER PROTECTION

Prof. Prathiba
Mahanamahewa Ranil Samarasooriya Yuresha Fernando Thishya WeragodaDr. Dayanath Jayasuriya PC

WEBINAR 1.29 : 
INSURANCE LAW & PRACTICE

Razik Zarook P.C. Nimmi Gunarathne Deepthi Lokuarachchi Shivaan
Kanag-IsvaranNihal Fernando P.C.
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MEETING WITH THE HEALTH MINISTER

 “To discuss the health and safety concerns in the functioning 
of Courts” 

The BASL President Mr. Kalinga Indatissa PC, BASL Secretary 
Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya, BASL Treasurer Mr. Nalin De Silva, BASL 
Assistant Secretary Mr. Pasindu Silva together with the President 
of the Colombo Law Society Mr. Vijaya Gamage, President of the 

Colombo High Court Lawyers Association Mr. Ranjith Heellage 
and the President of the Colombo Magistrate’s Court Lawyers 
Association Mr. Sanjeewa Anthony met the Minister of Health 
Hon. Pavithra Wanniarachchi, Secretary Ministry of Health Dr. 
S.H. Munasinghe, the Director General of Health Services Dr. 
Asela Gunawardena and other officials from the Ministry on 7th 
November 2020 to discuss the health and safety concerns in the 
functioning of Courts.

COURT HEALTH GUIDELINES 
PUBLISHED

In culmination of the several meetings between the BASL and 
the Ministry of Health, the Court Health Guidelines Instructions 
for selected public activities / work settings for the prevention 
and control of COVID 19 : Courts, was published by the Ministry 
of Health on 17th November 2020.
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WEBINAR 1.30 : KEY ISSUES AND RECENT
DEVELOPMENTS IN ARBITRATION

Dr. Asanga Gunawansa Hiran De Alwis Harsha Fernando Janaka BasuriyaJustice A.H.M.D. Nawaz

WEBINAR 1.31 : 
CONDOMINIUM LAW

Ajitha Edirimanne Kapila Gamage Senaka de Saram Nirodha KalansooriyaJagath Wickramanayake PC

VIRTUAL 
EXCO MEETINGS 

With the second Lock Down, several meetings of the Executive 
Committee were once again convened virtually, on the BASL 
Zoom Platform.

LAND GRANT FOR
BASL HOLIDAY BUNGALOW

On the initiation of the President Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, PC the 
BASL secured a land in Hantana Kandy for the purpose of Building 
a Holiday Bungalow  for the Members, from the Land  Reform 
Commission.



REGULAR MEETINGS WITH REGISTRAR GENERAL

NEW COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 
FOR NOTARIES

Regular Meetings have been held between the BASL and the 
Registrar General where outstanding matters faced by Notaries 
have been taken up, and many resolved. 

The BASL is appreciative of the Chairperson of the Notarial 
Practice Committee Mrs. Shiranthi Gunawardena and the 
Convenor Mrs. Nirodha Kalansooriya for providing leadership 
through the Notarial Practice Committee in addressing these 
matters.

A new Complaints Procedure for Notaries regarding issues 
at Land Registries has been established at the BASL where 
Notaries who are members may route complaints they may 
have in relation to work with Land Registries through the BASL. 

The following specimen format for complaints has been 
shared with the membership.

Please contact Ms. Dinesha Withanage at the BASL Secretariat 
for further information.

On the 18th of August 2020 the Kesbewa Bar Association 
donated a Skype enabled computer system to the Court for the 
use for connectivity with the Prisons for purposes related to 
Remand Extension Cases. 

This project was under the guidance of District Judge 
Hon. Ruchira Weliwatta and Additional District Judge Hon. 
Ruwandika Marasinghe and with the leadership of Branch 

SPECIMEN FORMAT

To: The Secretary, Bar Association of Sri Lanka

REGARDING ISSUES AT LAND REGISTRIES

1.Full name of the notary: ..........................................................
2.BASL Membership No.: ............................................................
3.Land registry where duplicates are tendered:..........................
4.Branch of BASL:.........................................................................
5.Land Registry-relevant to the issue:.........................................
6.Issue in brief:.............................................................................

............................			   ..................................
        Date				    Signature of Notary

THE KESBEWA BAR ASSOCIATION DONATES A SKYPE ENABLED 
COMPUTER SYSTEM

President Mr. Buddhika Ketawalakumbura and Secretary Ms. 
Devika Kottegoda and the other office-bearers and members of 
the Kesbewa Bar Association.

BASL Secretary Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya, BASL Assistant 
Secretary Mr. Pasindu Silva and BASL ExCo Member Mr. Rajitha 
Hathurisinghe represented the BASL at the handing over 
ceremony.

15

WEBINAR 1.32 : LEASE AGREEMENTS, 
RENTAGREEMENTS AND EJECTMENT

Ian Fernando Indika Nagaratne Wasantha Fernando Kamran AzizLakshman Perera PC

WEBINAR 1.33 : 
VINDICATORY ACTIONS

V. Puvitharan P.C. Noorani Amarasinghe Amrit Rajapakse Neomal SenatillekeW. Dayaratne P.C.
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JUDGMENTS 
Lansage Basil v. Hon. Attorney General
SC Appeal 20/2017
Decided on 3rd July 2020
Sisira J. de Abrew, J; Vijith K. Malalgoda PC, J; P. Padman Surasena, J.
Bail Application; Revision from High Court to Court of Appeal; Locus 
Standi of a person other than suspect; Sections 16(1), 16(2) and 16(3) of 
the Judicature Act

Lansage Basil, the Petitioner-Petitioner-Petitioner-Appellant (hereinafter 
referred to as the “Petitioner-Appellant”) filed an application for bail in the 
High Court of Panadura seeking to enlarge his son (the suspect) on bail. 

The learned High Court Judge by his order dated 13.1.2016 refused the 
application of the Petitioner-Appellant for bail. Being aggrieved by this 
Order, the Petitioner-Appellant who is the father of the suspect filed a 
revision application in the Court of Appeal seeking to revise and set aside 
the said order of the learned High Court Judge.

The Court of Appeal, by its judgment dated 8.8.2016 dismissed the said 
revision application. Being aggrieved by the said judgment of the Court 
of Appeal, the Petitioner-Appellant has appealed to the Supreme Court. 

The Supreme court by its order dated 27.1.2017, granted leave to appeal 
inter alia on the following question of Law:
“Did the Court of Appeal err in law in deciding that the Petitioner has no 
locus standi to maintain the Application for Revision?”

Sisira J. de Abrew, J Held : 

1.	 Their Lordships of the Court of Appeal have relied on the judgment 
of the Court of Appeal (judgment of Justice Jayasuriya) in the case of 
Senathilaka Vs Attorney General [1998] 3 SLR 290. The head note of 
the said judgment states as follows. “The father of the accused has 
no locus standi to maintain the revision application.”

2.	 It is seen that in the above case, the Court of Appeal, after considering 
the conduct of the accused and belatedness of the revision 
application, refused to exercise the extraordinary jurisdiction and 
discretion of the Court of Appeal. His Lordship Justice Jayasuriya in 
the above case has not expressed a general view that the father of 
an accused in each and every case has no locus standi to maintain a 
revision application.

3.	 When Section 16(3) of the Judicature Act states that “nothing in this 
section shall in any way affect the power of the Court of Appeal to act 
by way of revision in an appropriate case”, it has to be understood 
that revisionary power of the Court of Appeal has not been taken 
away by the above two sub sections [16(1) and 16(2)]. Section 16(3) of 
the Judicature Act in fact retains the revisionary power of the Court 
of Appeal notwithstanding what is stated in sub sections 16(1) and 
16(2) of the Judicature Act.

4.	 The revision application of the Petitioner-Appellant was dismissed 
on the ground that the Petitioner-Appellant had no locus standi. 
It must be noted that revisionary power of the Court of Appeal is 
exercised in order to correct the errors or mistakes of judgments or 
orders of the courts of first instance. When an illegality or error of a 
judgment/order of the court of first instance is brought to the notice 
of the Court of Appeal, the Court of Appeal can, on its own motion, 
call for the record of the court of first instance and give directions to 
correct such errors or set aside such illegal judgments/orders. This 
view is supported by the judicial decision of this court in the case of 
Attorney General Vs Gunawardena [1996] 2 SLR 149.

	 The expression “ex mero motu” according to “Wharton’s Law 
Lexicon” 14th edition page 393 means “of his own accord”.

5.	 For the above reasons, in the present case, dismissing the revision 
application of the Petitioner-Appellant on the basis that he had no 
locus standi is wrong. 

BASL/REF/1/3/2021
Next Manufacturing (Pvt) Ltd. v. W.K.S. Jayasundara
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WEBINAR 1.34 : 
FINANCIAL CRIME COMPLIANCE

Dilani Sooriyaarachchi Sanjay Ihalagama Nishadi Thennakoon Chaya GunarathneNalinda Indatissa PC

WEBINAR 1.35 : STATE LANDS AND LAND
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE

Vikum Abrew
Sn. Duputy Solicitor General Shantha Jayawardena Sudarshani Coorey Thushani MachadoManohara De Silva PC

SC Appeal No. 139/2017
Decided on 9th June 2020
S. Thurairaja PC, J; Vijith K. Malalgoda PC, J; P. Padman Surasena, J.
Industrial Disputes Act (as amended) Sections 12 to 15; Conciliation process 
and Settlements; Repudiation of Settlements; Jurisdiction of Labour Tribunal 
when Settled.

Next Manufacturing (Pvt) Ltd. is the Employer - Respondent –Appellant –
Appellant (hereinafter   referred to as the “Appellant”). The Employee, Ms. 
W.K.S.  Jayasundara is the Applicant –Respondent –Respondent (hereinafter 
referred to as the “Employee – Respondent”).

The Employer-Appellant raised a preliminary objection at the Inquiry in the 
Labour Tribunal that when section 12(1) settlement entered between the 
Employer-Appellant and Employee-Respondent under the Industrial Disputes 
Act (IDA), this application cannot be maintained before the Labour Tribunal.

The Labour Tribunal after Inquiry held that the Employer-Appellant inter alia 
that Section 12(1) settlement has been entered upon against the will of the 
Employee –Respondent therefore the termination of her services is unjust 
and inequitable hence awarded a sum of Rs. 297,000/-as compensation. 

Being aggrieved by the order of the learned President of Labour Tribunal the 
Employer-Appellant appealed to the Provincial High Court which affirmed the 
order of the Labour Tribunal and dismissed the appeal.

Being aggrieved by the order of the Provincial High Court the Appellant 
preferred an appeal to Supreme Court wherein Leave was granted inter alia 
on the following question of Law:

“Whether the Labour Tribunal lacks jurisdiction to disturb a settlement made 
under section 12(1) of the Industrial Disputes Act which amounts to a full and 
final settlement in law?”

S. Thurairaja PC, J held that:

1.	 Conciliation process is dealt in Section 12(1) of the IDA. arrived at. In 
cases where the settlement arrived at is acceptable to both parties, 
a Memorandum setting out the terms of settlement is drawn up and 
signed by both parties or their representatives, and such Memorandum is 
transmitted with the least amount of delay to the Commissioner of Labour. 
Where the Commissioner is of the view that such settlement relates to a 
major issue, he is obligatory by Section 12 (6) of the IDA to cause such 
Memorandum of Settlement to be published in the Government Gazette, 
and notice of such publication is sent to both parties.

3. 	 Section 15 of the IDA lays down the procedure for repudiation of a 
settlement. Section 15 (1) specifically states that where repudiation 
or termination of a Memorandum of Settlement is envisaged, such 
party repudiating the settlement must send notice of repudiation in the 
prescribed form to the Commissioner of Labour and every other party 
bound by the settlement, though not individually. 

4. 	 Thus it will be seen that any settlement to be repudiated by either party 
must follow the prescribed procedure.

5. 	 It must also be understood that the repudiation or termination of such 
a settlement will apply only to those parties who give such notice of 
repudiation or termination and not to others who have been parties to the 
settlement

6. 	 The process of conciliation in the settlement of labour disputes of the 
greatest importance, specially in present context, when the process of 
mediation is being resorted to solving larger problems, both legal and 
otherwise.

7. 	 When the matter is settled under section 12(1) of the IDA, the Labour 
Tribunal has no jurisdiction.

BASL/REF/2/3/2021



Mr. M.E. Dalpathadu; Mr. Lyn A.P. Amarasuriya; Mr. Chandrakumara 
W. Gunawardena; Mr. J. Lankathilake; Mr. P. Sunil Chandra De 
Silva, PC; Mr. E. Vivegananthan; Mr. Naufel Abdul Rahman; Mr. S. 
Gamani Jayasinghe; Mr. K. Poobalasingam; Ms. Ruana Rajapakse; 
Mr. Lal J. Thabrew; Mr. S.K. Jinasena; Mr. K.M.G. Hemachandra; 
Mr. U.G.D. Ariyathilaka; Mr. Martin Thelkarage; Mrs. E.M.A. Nayana 
Ekanayake; Mr. Tudor Bulathwela; Mr. Bandula Mohotti; Mr. L.M. 
Deekiriwewa; Mr. Sathiyendran Mathavaraja; Mr. Premaratne 
Jayaweera Bandara; Mr. Wishwa Bandu Ellepola; Mrs. Shiluka 
Gunawardena; Mr. Norman Mendis Mr. B.G. Ranaweera Bandara; 
and Mrs. Achala Ekanayake.

CAREER GUIDANCE WORKSHOP FOR APPRENTICES – 2020
A Career Guidance Workshop for Apprentices who were to take 
oaths in August and September 2020 was held on 23rd August 
2020 at Miloda Academy of Financial Studies, Colombo 01 with a 
participation of approximately 150 apprentices. 

LAUNCH OF THE BASL MENTORSHIP PROGRAMME
The BASL Mentorship Programme for junior members of the Bar 
with less than 5 years of experience was launched on 23rd August 
2020 at the Career Guidance Workshop for Apprentices. This is 
a concept introduced by the Apprentices Training and Career 
Guidance Committee.

This Committee was Chaired by Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC, and the Convenors were Mr. Chanaka Jayamaha and Mr. Kaneel Maddumage. The 
BASL is appreciative of the Committee for their efforts. 

The committee organised several 
successful international webinars 
as a collaborative effort between 
the Bar Association of Sri Lanka, 
the Bar Council of Maldives and 
highly distinguished resource 
personnel from the UK.

This Committee was Chaired by Dr. Asanga Gunawansa and was Co – 
chaired by Mr. Anuruddha Perera and the Convenors were Mr. Janaka 
Basuriya and Mr. Champika Amarasekera. The BASL is appreciative 
of them and the Committee for their efforts.

OBITUARIES

APPRENTICES TRAINING AND CAREER GUIDANCE FOR MEMBERS

IR COMMITTEE

LAWYERS WIN 
LAW MEDICAL 2021

Sri Lanka Lawyers Cricket Team won the Annual Law Medical 
Cricket Encounter with a tally of Sri Lanka Lawyers Cricket (10) 
: Doctors (3)
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WEBINAR 1.36 : COMMERCIAL MEDIATION AND THE
ROLE OF ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Thomas P. Valenti Prof. Alexandre P. Simões Harsha Fernando Saranee GunathilakaAnuroop Omkar

WEBINAR 1.37 : RESPONSE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC
AT THE WORKPLACE: LEGAL ISSUES

Deepthi Lokuarachchi Himali Urugodawatte DIG Ajith Rohana Chamath FernandoKanishka Weerasinghe

PUBLICATION OF THE BASL 
CALENDAR  & ORGANISER

The BASL Diary Committee published 
a re-designed BASL Calendar for the 
year 2021 which included pictorials of 
many Court Houses across the island, 
and a BASL Organiser.

The BASL is appreciative of the 
Chairman of BASL Diary Committee 
2021, Mr. Lasitha Kanuwanaarachchi, 
the Convenors Mr. Tivanka Ekaratne 
and Mr. Chamath Fernando and the 
other members of the Committee.
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A long felt need to reach out to the entire membership of the BASL 
with Continuous Development Programmes was addressed by the 
launch of the BASL Webinar Series, now conducted every Saturday 
from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm through the Zoom Digital Platform.

Speaking at the 1st Webinar on 9th May 2020, the President                      Mr. 
Kalinga Indatissa, PC said that it was one of the most important days 
in the history of BASL, as the BASL having embraced technology was 
conducting a Continuous Professional Development Programme 
which reached to the entire membership across the country, without 
any geographic limitation. He stated that the Webinar Series was a 
brainchild of the Secretary Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya and thanked him 
and the Assistant Secretary Mr. Pasindu Silva and the BASL Staff for all 
the work that went in to commence this series.

Now all members, irrespective of their geographic location, can 
participate in the BASL Webinars free of charge from the comfort 
of their homes and offices. These BASL Webinars are conducted via 
Zoom which is simultaneously broadcast on Facebook and YouTube 
and later uploaded to the YouTube Channel of the BASL. 

9th May, 2020 - Impact of COVID-19 in the sphere of Labour 
Law and Industrial Relations in Sri Lanka. Resource Persons 
– Mr. Geoffrey Alagaratnam, PC; Mr. Uditha Egalahewa, PC; Mr. A 
Sarveswaran, AAL, Mr. Sarath Ranaweera, Former Commissioner of 
Labour and Mr. Kanishka Weerasinghe, AAL, Director General, EFC 
(Moderator)

16th May, 2020 - General Principles of Bail, Judicial Discretion 
and necessary Reforms. Mr. Kalinga Indatissa, PC; Mr. U. R. de Silva, 
PC; Mr. Mohan Weerakoon, PC, Prof. Jeeva Niriella and Mr. Darshana 

 



 

WEBINAR 1.38 : 
CONFLICT OF LAWS

Dr. Joe Silva Rev. Dr. Noel Dias Prof. Prathiba 
Mahanamahewa Shaheeda BarrieProf. M Sornarajah

WEBINAR 1.40 : 
WINDING UP APPLICATIONS

Avindra Rodrigo PC Hiran De Alwis Lakshmanan Jeyakumar Janaka BasuriyaPalitha Kumarasinghe PC

WEBINAR 1.39 : 
TAX LAW

Suresh Perera Thanuja Perera Charmaine Tillekeratne Niranjan ArulpragasamNaomal Goonewardena

fjìkd¾ 2.1 : 
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fjìkd¾ 2.3 : 
fnÿï kS;sh

m%fndaO r;akj¾Ok úÿr rKjl wkqreoaO O¾ur;ak ,is; lkqjkwdrÉÑckdêm;s kS;S{
rxcka iqj|r;ak

fjìkd¾ 2.5 : 
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jika; .ckdhl

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2.0

BASL INTERVENTION ON THE 20TH AMENDMENT 
TO THE CONSTITUTION BILL

The Executive Committee of the BASL appointed a Committee 
consisting of senior members of the profession to consider the 
20th Amendment to the Constitution Bill which was to be placed 
before Parliament.

The Committee was chaired by Mr. L.M.K. Arulanandan, PC. 
The comprehensive report compiled by the Committee was 
disseminated to the entire membership for their observations 
and thereafter placed before the Executive Committee and 
the Bar Council of the BASL, where the contributions of the 
Chairman, Convenor Mr. Shantha Jayawardena and the Members 
of the Committee; Mr. Prasantha Lal De Alwis, PC, Mr. Nihal 
Jayawardene, PC, Mr. Maithri Wickremesinghe, PC, Mr. Uditha 
Egalahewa, PC, Mr. Mohan Weerakoon, PC, Mr. S.T. Jayanaga, 

PC, Mr. Priyal Wijayaweera, PC, Mr. Maurapada Gunawansha, PC 
and  Mr. Jagath Wickramanayaka, PC. were deeply appreciated.
 
At the special meeting of the Bar Council held on 26th 
September 2020, the Bar Council unanimously resolved to 
Petition the Supreme Court challenging the 20th Amendment to 
the Constitution Bill and this Report was the basis of the same. 

The BASL is also greatly appreciative and thanks Mr. Faisz 
Musthapha, PC, Mr. Riad Ameen and Ms. Thushani Machado 
who appeared for the officer bearers of the BASL who petitioned 
the Supreme Court on behalf of the BASL and also to Ms. Lanka 
Dharmasiri who was the Registered Attorney-at-Law.
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If undelivered please return to:

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka

No. 153, Mihindu Mawatha, 

Colombo 12.

To : 	..........................................................
	 ..........................................................
	 ..........................................................
	 ..........................................................
 

Registered in the Department of 
Post of Sri Lanka under
QD/03/NEWS/2021

https://basl.lk/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/baslgroup

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2020/2021
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