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Lawyers Stand Together: BASL Calls for
Justice & Rule of Law

On 16™ February, members of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka
staged a nationwide protest and refrained from appearing in
courts as a collective response to the murder of an attorney and
his wife in Akuregoda. The incident triggered serious concerns
within the legal community about the safety of lawyers and the
broader protection of the Rule of Law in Sri Lanka.

Thousands of lawyers across the country decided to withdraw
from court proceedings for a day as a mark of protest. The
decision was made during the Special General Meeting of the
BASL, reflecting the gravity of the situation resulting in the

strong stance taken by the legal profession.
Continued on page 2...

BASL Special
General Meeting:
After 14 Years

After 14 vyears, a Special
General Meeting of the Bar
Association of Sri Lanka was
convened on 15" February at
the Dr. HW. Jayewardene, QC
Auditorium in response to the
tragic murder of Mr. Buddhika
Mallawa Arachchi AAL and his
wife on 13" February. During
the meeting, the membership
unanimously resolved to
refrain from appearing in
court across the island on 16t
February 2026 as a collective
professional response.

Continued on page 2th...

29th National Law Conference 2025

The 29™ National Law Conference 2025 was conducted on 19th
September 2025 at the Earl's Regency Hotel, Kandy. The NLC
was a vibrant and highly anticipated gathering which brought
together legal professionals, academics, and policymakers
to engage in meaningful dialogue about contemporary legal
issues and the future direction of the law under the theme of

"Building a Resilient Sri Lanka"
Continued on page 3...

Junior National Law Conference 2025

As part of its efforts to strengthen the professional
development of young legal practitioners, the Bar Association
of Sri Lanka organized the Junior National Law Conference
2025 through its Junior Bar Committee. The programme
aimed to enhance guidance between senior and junior

members of the legal profession.
Continued on page 4..

The Inaugural BASL Human
Rights Oration 2025

The Inaugural BASL Human Rights Oration,
held in collaboration with the Commonwealth
Legal Education Association (CLEA), took
place on 23 October 2025 at the Dr. HW.
Jayewardene, QC Auditorium of the BASL with
the participation of then senior most Justice of
the Supreme Court of India and present Chief
Justice of India Hon. Justice Surya Kant.

Continued on page 2...

217 Programmes Conducted
Dmﬁlgm%/m

Continuous Professional Development

National Law Conference 01
Junior National Law Conference 01
BASL National Symposiums 02
Certificate Courses 06
Nithi Neethi Programmes 16
BASL Webinars 88
BASL Workshops 22
BASL Seminars 16
BASL Legal Symposiums 02
BASL Mini Symposiums 08
BASL Other Symposiums 03
BASL Junior Orientation 04
Junior Bar Forums 02

BASL Special Leadership Sessions 02
173
Corporate Social Responsibility

Legal Awareness Programmes 06
Legal Aid Programmes 06
12
Social & MemberNetworking
BASL NeethiRanga 01
BASL Golden Jubilee Dance 01
BASL Member Networking Initiatives 10
BASL Legal Nights 03
15
Other
BASL Orations 02
BASL Felicitation Events 02
BASL Remembrance Day 01
Sports Events 02
Other Programmes 01
BASL Library Book Discussions 09
17
Total 217

31ST MARCH 2026

Celebrating 50 Years of Legal Excellence

As part of the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the Bar
Association of Sri Lanka, "The BASL Golden Jubilee Ball
2025", took place on 17t October at Cinnamon Grand
Hotel, Colombo. The event brought together members
of the legal fraternity for an evening of celebration,
fellowship, and reflection on the Association's
longstanding contributions to society.

Continued on page 6...

Felicitation for Former Chief Justice
Murdu Fernando, PC & Chief Justice
Preethi Padman Surasena

In a memorable celebration of service and leadership,
the legal fraternity recently came together to honour
Former Chief Justice Her Ladyship Murdu Fernando,
PC and Chief Justice His Lordship Preethi Padman
Surasena at a special felicitation dinner organised by
the Bar Association of Sri Lanka. The event, held at the
Imperial Monarch in Kotte, brought together over 800
members of the legal profession.

Continued on page 5...
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BASL SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING: AFTER 14 YEARS

Pursuant to this resolution, across 90 branches its members refrained from appearing
in courts throughout the country on 16" February 2026, the first working day following
the General Meeting. Members further expressed their appreciation for the expeditious
convening of the Special General Meeting held for the first time in fourteen years and
organized within less than fourty-eight hours which enabled the Association to deliber-
ate and arrive at a firm and unified decision at a moment of considerable significance
for the profession. Less than seventy-two hours of the incident, the legal community had
mobilized an unprecedented island-wide professional action, drawing the attention of
the State and the wider public to the gravity of the circumstances.

The Association also conveyed its sincere appreciation to the Presidents, Secretaries,
officers, and members of the Regional Bar Associations across the island whose
commitment and cooperation ensured the effective implementation of the decision.
Also, to the Judiciary, the Law Officers Association of the AG’'s Department, and other
Professional Bodies that appreciated the grave situation. The BASL reaffirmed its
commitment to engage with all relevant state institutions and authorities until justice
is secured for the late attorney and his wife, while also acknowledging with gratitude
the solidarity and cooperation demonstrated by its membership during this critical
moment for the legal profession.

LAWYERS STAND TOGETHER: BASL CALLS FOR JUSTICE AND RULE OF LAW

Alongside refraining from Court work, Lawyers protested islandwide. Participants
voiced their demands for justice and accountability. In Colombo, Lawyers gathered
outside the Superior Courts Complex and marched towards the BASL Headquarters.

During the protest, BASL called on authorities to conduct a swift and transparent
investigation and to ensure the immediate arrest of those responsible for the crime.
Alongside the main protest held in Colombo, an islandwide protest was also carried
out, with branch associations joining in coordinated demonstrations and work
stoppages. Through this collective action, the BASL emphasized the urgent need for
justice, swifl investigations, and stronger measures to ensure the protection of lawyers
across the country. The demonstrations across the Country conveyed a powerful
message of the unity and the strength of the legal profession.
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Chairman: Mr. Senani Dayarathne, AAL

Co-Chairman: Shiraz Noordeen, AAL

Convenors
Mr. Migara Doss, AAL
Mr. Iresh Senavirathne, AAL

Mr. Jayantha Dehiaththage, AAL
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THE INAUGURAL BASL HUMAN RIGHTS ORATION 2026

The oration was delivered by Hon. Justice Surya Kant, the senior-most Judge of the
Supreme Court of India, on the theme “Strengthening a Legal Aid System to Achieve
Human Rights of Marginalised and Minorities: The Indian Case Study.” The event was
organised by the BASL Human Rights Committee and marked a significant milestone in
promoting dialogue on access to justice and the protection of fundamental rights. The
oration highlighted the importance of an effective legal aid system in ensuring the
realisation of human rights, particularly for vulnerable and marginalised communities.

The BASL appreicates the work of the BASL Human Rights Committee comprising
Chairman Mr. Lakshan Dias, Co-Chairs Mr. Prasanna Arahampath and Mr. Rohana
Muthumala and Convenors Ms. Swasthika Arulingam and Co-Convenors Mr. Akram
Waseem, Mr. Rajeendra Kandegedera and Mr. Lakshan Wijewardena.

Subsequently, the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka had the distinct honour of welcoming
Justice Surya Kant. The occasion was further graced by the presence of Prof. (Dr.) S.
Sivakumar, President of Commonwealth Legal Education Association, and Dr. Vikram
Singh Arya, Vice-President of the Association. Notably, Justice Surya Kant later assumed
office as the 53" Chief Justice of India on 24™ November 2025.

NOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENT & SECRETARY
2026/2027

The nominations for the posts of President and Secretary for the
year 2026/2027 were accepted by the Presiding Officer, Hon. Viraj
Dayaratna, PC, Solicitor General, on 13" January 2026 at the BASL
Secretariat. Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya submitted his nomination for
the post of President, while Mr. Nalin Chandika De Silva submitted
his nomination for the post of Secretary.

Since only one candidate each handed over the nominations for
the posts of President and Secretary, The Hon. Solicitor General
declared that Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya was elected uncontested for
the post of President and Mr. Nalin Chandika De Silva was elected
uncontested for the post of Secretary for the year 2026/2027.
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FOUR PRINCIPAL DECISIONS TAKEN DURING THE MEETING

1. To compel the Government to take urgent and robust measures to bring an
end to the current culture of brutal killings and to ensure public security

2. All Attorneys-at-Law to refrain from appearing in all Courts throughout the
country on Monday, 16th February 2026;

3. To call upon the Law Enforcement Authorities to forthwith apprehend the
pelrpetrators of these brutal killings and to expeditiously take steps according
to law;

4.To express the utmost diipleasuge of the BASL, with regard to the public
circulation and attempts of narrative creation through unverified information
attributed as having been communicated by the Police.

BASL CORPORATE
PARTNERS - 2026



APPOINTMENT OF MR. NALIN CHANDIKA DE SILVA AS SECRETARY

Mr. Nalin Chandika De Silva will succeed Mr. Chathura A. Galhena as Secretary of the Bar
Association of Sri Lanka upon the completion of Mr. Galhena’s successful two-year term at
Mr. Nalin Chandika De Silva was elected uncontested as the
Secretary of the BASL for the year 2026/27. He served as the Treasurer of the BASL during
the period of 2019 - 2021. The Association congratulates Mr. Nalin Chandika De Silva and
extends its appreciation to Mr. Galhena for his dedicated service during his tenure.

the end of March 2025.
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Mr. Chathura A. Galhena

Mr. Nalin Chandika
De Silva,

NATIONAL LAW CONFERENCE 2025

The National Law Conference 2025, conducted from 24" to 26" October 2025 at the Earl’s Regency Hotel, Kandy. The Conference centered on the theme “Building a Resilient Sri Lanka.”
The primary objective was to equip the legal community to address evolving legal and sociological challenges alongside prevailing economic hardships.

The Conference was distinguished by the presence of Justice Suriya Kant as the Guest of Honour and Justice Preeti Padman Surasena as the Chief Guest. Notably, for the first time, a
delegation of senior advocates from India participated, with several contributing scholarly papers. The inauguration ceremony featured a keynote address by Justice Suriya Kant. The
event hosted over 250 delegates, representing the bar, tri-forces, police, state sector and corporate sector. Ten moderated technical sessions were conducted, featuring eminent panellists
from the judiciary, legal practice, academia and private sector.

Session 1

Hon. Justice Yasantha Kodagoda, PC
Dr. Harshana Suriyapperuma

Mr. Harsha Amarasekera, PC

Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya

Mr. Deshal de Mel

Moderator - Dr. Nadeesh de Silva, AAL

Session 2

Hon. Justice Mahinda Samayawardhena
Dr. Romesh De Silva, PC

Mr. Palitha Kumarasinghe, PC

Mr. Chandaka Jayasundere, PC

Senior Advocate Mr. Santhaan Krishnan
Moderator - Mr. Harith de Mel, AAL

Session 3

Hon. Justice Mahinda Samayawardhena
Dr. Romesh De Silva, PC

Mr. Palitha Kumarasinghe, PC

Mr. Chandaka Jayasundere, PC

Senior Advocate Mr. Santhaan Krishnan
Moderator - Mr. Harith de Mel, AAL

EPISODE 6

EPISODE 7

MS. Sonali
Wijekoon AAL

Ms. Karanthika
Jayathilake AAL

EPISODE 8

Mr. Thejaka
Perera AAL

Session 4

Hon. Justice Buwaneka Aluwihare, PC
Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC

Mr. Sarath Jayamanne, PC

Mr. Mohan Weerakoon, PC

Moderator - Mr. Asela Serasinghe, AAL

Session 5

Hon. Justice Gamini Amarasekara

Mr. Samantha Ratwatte, PC

Moderator - Mr. Niranjan De Silva, AAL
Session 6

Hon. Justice Janak De Silva

Prof. Kokila Konasinghe

Mr. Anandalal Nanayakkara, AAL

Dr. Ravindranath Dabare, AAL

Prof. S. Sivakumar

Moderator - Mr. Revan Weerasinghe, AAL
Session 7

Dr. Harsha Cabral, PC

Hon. Justice Ruwan Fernando

Prof. Sampath Punchihewa

Moderator - Mr. Milhan lkram Mohamed

Session 8

Hon. Chief Justice P. Padman Surasena
Dr. Hans Wijayasuriya

Dr. Thusitha Abeysekara

Mr. Asela Waidyalankara

Senior Advocate Aruneshwa Gupta
Moderator - Mr. Sehan Soyza, SSC

Session 9

Hon. Justice S. Thurairaja, PC

Prof. A. Sarwesvaran

Ms. Manoli Jinadasa, AAL
Moderator - Mr. Isuru Lakpura, AAL

Session 10

Hon. Justice Arjuna Obeyesekere

Mr. Prasantha Lal De Alwis, PC

Mr. Ali Sabry, PC

Mr. Jagath Wickramanayake, PC

Moderator - Mr. Lasitha Kanuwanarachchi, AAL

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - SERIES 5
WHY CORPORATE SECTOR?

EPISODE 9 EPISODE 10

B

Mr. Keerthi
Pathiraja AAL

Ms. Harshanee
Deshapriya AAL

EPISODE 11

Ms. Shalini
Samarakkody AAL

EPISODE 12 EPISODE 13

q-

Ms. Kumarini
Seneviratne AAL

Ms. Dilini
Jayasuriya AAL

Ms. Eresha
Kumburulanda AAL

EPISODE 14

National Law Conference 2025
Committee

Chairperson
Mr. Priyantha Alagiyawanna, AAL

Co-Chairperson
Mr. Buddhika Serasinghe, AAL

Convenors

Mr. Pandula Wanniarachchi, AAL
Mr. Charana Kankegamage, AAL
Mr. Nadeesh Rangana De Silva, AAL
Mr. Deshani Bandara, AAL

Mr. Emal Gunasekara, AAL

Members can
access NLC 2025
Day 01, 02 and 03
through this QR

EPISODE 15 MODERATED BY

i

7

Mr. Shehara
Herath AAL

Mr. Tishan
Subasinghe AAL
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THE JUNIOR NATIONAL LAW CONFERENCE 2025

The Junior National Law Conference 2025

The BASL, through its Junior Bar Committee, successfully conducted the Junior National
Law Conference 2025 as a flagship professional development initiative. The residential
conference was held from 14" to 16" November 2025 at Jetwing Blue, Jetwing Beach, and
Jetwing Sea, bringing together approximately 400 junior practitioners from across Sri
Lanka by marking the largest gathering of the junior bar to date. The event complemented
the Social Impact Campaign held on 4" September 2025, a strategic initiative to advance
professional development and engagement among junior lawyers.

The conference was graced by the Attorney General Parinda Ranasinghe and Supreme
Court Justice S. Thurairaja as Guests of Honour. The conference held under the theme
“Raise the Bar,” aimed to enhance professional standards while reinforcing the ethical
and social responsibilities of legal practitioners.

Gala Night 2025 marked the concluding social highlight of the flagship conference. It was
held under a Masquerade theme, creating an elegant and engaging atmosphere that
encouraged networking and camaraderie among participants.

TURIOIENAT:
e 1

Junior Bar Forums #1 and #2

Junior Bar Forum #1 organized in partnership with the Junior National Law Conference
2025, was convened at the BASL auditorium on 26™ September 2025. Junior Bar Forum #2
was held on 27™ March 2026. The events brought together law students, apprentices, and
junior practitioners, serving as a platform for professional dialogue, mentorship, and
engagement within the legal community. The initiative reflects a continued commitment
to strengthening the institutional development of the junior Bar and supporting the
professional formation of emerging future members.

c 5 Junior National Law Conference Heads of Media and Content Committee Members: Sessions
Junlor Bar Standlng Executive Committee Mr. Sanjaya Marambe Mr. Rodney Vaz
Committee 2025/26 Chairman: Mr. Ruven Weerasinghe Ms. Stefania Perera M. Sa.m.du.n Batagoda

. Co-Chairman: Mr. Yuwin Matugama Ms. Dinithi Jayasinghe
Chairperson Secretary: Ms. Andrea Wijewansha Committee Members: Media Ms. Ajra Azhar
Mr. Thishya Weragoda, AAL Treasurer: Ms. Jemiah Sourjah Ms. Gayani Rambukwella Mr. Lakshan Abeywardena

Mr. Ayeshmantha Gayan

Co-Chairperson Ms. Kalani Dassanayake

Mr. Shahipriya Jayasekara, AAL Heads of Logistics Mr Shenal F 4 Committee Members: Finance
Mr. Malintha Jayasinghe 16> SSTAXCHAR LECHARTINELS Mr. Zul Luthufi
Convenors Mr. Naveen Jayamanne Mr. Pasan Karunarathn e Wit el
Mr. Sanjaya Marambe, AAL Ms. Chamodi Wijewera o : J——
Mr. Iresh Seniviratne, AAL Heads of Finance Ms. Venuri De Silva S. Aaysha Hassen
Mr. Rajitha L. Abeywardena, AAL Mr. Nisala Seniya Fernando
Mr. Ruven Weerasinghe, AAL Ms. Tiffahny Hoole Committee Members: Logistics
Mr. Osura Vindula, AAL Heads of Sessions Mr. Osura Perera Members can
Mr. Gamindu Karunasena, AAL . Ms. Hiruni De Almeida access JNLC 2025
Mr. Gamindu Karunasena .
s, Unemms [imelsisss Mr. Rajinda Kandegedara Day 01, 02 and 03
Mr. Sathyajith Munasinghe through this QR

Mr. Samadhi Mahagodage

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 4.2
MITIGATING CARDIOVASCULAR RISK FOR THE
HEALTH AND WELLBEING OF LAWYERS=

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 4.5
RELATIONSHIP MANAGEMENT
BALANCING FAMILY AND LEGAL CAREERS

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 4.3 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 4.4
MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING PSYCHOLOGY OF CONFLICT IN FAMILY LAW

s

£

(o) @

Mr. Arosha Ms. Thanuja
Rajapakse Jayawardane AAL

T
Mr. Harinda Ms. Purnima Dr Theonie Ms. Mokshini
Fonseka Pilapitiya AAL Anthonisz Jayamanne AAL

Dr. Upul Mr. Migara
Wickramarachchi Doss
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FELICITATION FOR FORMER CHIEF JUSTICE MURDU FERNANDO, PC
AND CHIEF JUSTICE PREETHI PADMAN SURASENA

The BASL hosted the traditional felicitation dinner in honour of
former Chief Justice Her Ladyship Hon. Murdu Fernando, PC,
and the present Chief Justice His Lordship Hon. Preethi
Padman Surasena on 24" September 2025 at Imperial Monarch
Hotel. The event was attended by Minister of Justice Hon.
Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney General Hon. Parinda
Ranasinghe PC, and many other dignatories. The occasion
brought together over 800 Members of the legal fraternity to
honour the distinguished service and contributions of the Chief
Justices to the judiciary and the administration of justice in Sri
Lanka.

The 35th Presidents of Law Associations in Asia (POLA) Summit 2025 - New Delhi, India

The 35" Presidents of Law Associations in Asia (POLA) Summit was held in New Delhi, India, from 28" t0-29" August
2025 at the India Habitat Centre, hosted by the Bar Association of India. The Summit brought together Presidents and
representatives of leading law associations across Asia to engage in discussions on contemporary legal developments
and challenges faced by the legal profession in the Asia-Pacific region. The summit theme of “Developments in Law:
Concerns and Challenges for the Legal Profession in Asia-Pacific,” addressed key topics including the growing impact
of artificial intelligence on legal practice, the protection of human rights, and the continued strengthening of the
Rule of Law within the region. President of BASL, Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya represented Sri Lanka at the summit.
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LAWASIA Conference 2025 - Hanoi, Vietnam

The 38™ LAWASIA Conference was held in Hanoi, Vietnam, from 11™ to 13™ October 2025 at the Hanoi Daewoo
Hotel. The conference was organised by LAWASIA in collaboration with the Vietnam Bar Federation and brought
together legal professionals, judges, academics, and policymakers from across the Asia-Pacific region. The
conference focused on the theme “Transacting in the Asia-Pacific in Legal, Cultural and Environmental
Challenges.” The sessions explored key issues relating to regional trade, cross-border legal practice, dispute
resolution, and sustainability in the evolving economic and legal landscape of the Asia-Pacific. Sri Lanka had the
second largest delegation with 43 Members.

TR Wﬁﬁi’W .

S b LAWASLA
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BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.1 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.2 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.3 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.4
REI VINDICATIO ACTIONS FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS LAW OF EVIDENCE INTRODUCTION TO ICT LAW

L

Mr. Seevali Mr. Charitha Mr. Asthika Ashokbharan AAL Mr. Prasantha Lal Mr. Thanuka Dr.Sunil Mr. Mehran
Amithrigala PC  Jayawickrama AAl Devendra AAL Hi aran De Alwis PC Nandasiri AAL Abeyaratne, AAL Careem AAL
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF LEGAL EXCELLENCE: BASL GOLDEN JUBILEE 2025

BASL Golden Jubilee Commemoration with Colombo Stock
Exchange: Bell Ringing Ceremony

As part of the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the BASL, a commemorative
bell-ringing ceremony was held at the Colombo Stock Exchange (CSE) on 7
October. The event symbolised the longstanding partnership between the legal
profession and the financial sector in supporting Sri Lanka’s institutional and
economic development.

The CSE was represented by its Chairman Mr. Dimuthu Abeyesekera, Chief
Executive Officer Mr. Rajeeva Bandaranaike, and members of the senior
management team. The BASL delegation was led by President Mr. Rajeev
Amarasuriya and Secretary Mr. Chathura Galhena, together with members of the
BASL Executive Committee and members of the legal profession. The event
concluded with the ceremonial ringing of the market-opening bell, serving as a
symbolic gesture of collaboration between the legal and financial sectors and
underscoring the role of both institutions in fostering confidence, stability, and
development in Sri Lanka.

BASL Golden Jubilee Ball 2025

The BASL Golden Jubilee Ball 2025 was held on 17" October at
the Cinnamon Grand Colombo as part of the Bar Association of
Sri Lanka’s golden jubilee celebrations. The event brought
together members of the legal fraternity for an evening of
celebration, fellowship, and reflection on the Association’s
long-standing contribution to the legal profession and the
administration of justice in Sri Lanka. The programme featured
live music and entertainment, creating a memorable and
engaging atmosphere for all attendees.

During the event, Cinnamon Grand Colombo also launched a
special Loyalty Programme in partnership with BASL, offering
exclusive benefits to members of the Association. The event was
meticulously coordinated by the BASL Golden Jubilee Dance
Committee, chaired by Mr. Asela Rekawa, with the support of
Co-Chairpersons Ms. Thanushka Gunawardena and Mr. Lakmal
Rathnayake. Convenors Mr. Krishan Fernandopulle, Ms.
Tharika Ruwanpura, and Mr. Ruven Weerasinghe, along with
the wider committee, ensured the evening’s success. The theme,
inspired by “A Night at Caesar’s Palace,” added grandeur to the
golden jubilee celebration.

STATEMENTS ISSUED -REPRESENTATIONS OF NATIONAL RELEVANCE

1°T AUGUST 2025 - 31°TMARCH 2026

1.Letter Dated 1st August 2025 - Appointment of the remaining member to the Right to Information
Commission

2.Letter Dated 19th August 2025 - Amendments to the Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance

3.Statement Dated 25th August 2025 - Pertaining to Comments Seen on Social Media and Other
Platforms on Matters that Come Within the Purview of the Judicial Service Commission and the
Judiciary

4.Statement Dated 04th September 2025 - Pertaining to Certain Observations Made in Relation to
Attorneys-at-Law

5.Fundamental Rights Application bearing No. SC/FR/101/2025 filed by the BASL - following the
suicide of a second-year student of the Sabaragamuwa University, allegedly after being subjected
to severe ragging at the University Premises on or around 26th April 2025 - Leave to Proceed and
Interim Orders Granted on 18th November 2025

6.Letter Dated 19th December 2025 - Concerns relating to the functioning of the Right to
Information Commission

7.Statement Dated 19th December 2025 - Intimidation of an Attorney-at-Law at the Kaduwela
Municipal Council

8.Letter Dated 22nd December 2025 - Appointment of Civil Society representatives to the
Constitutional Council

9.Letter Dated 22nd December 2025 - Regarding failure to Appoint a Permanent Auditor General
10.Letter Dated 29th December 2025 - Promotion of Judicial Officers (Magistrates/District Judges,
Judges of the High Court and Court of Appeal)
11.Statement Dated 20th January 2026 - Regarding the Office of Attorney General
12.Statement Dated 13th February 2026 - Statement Regarding the Assassination of an Attorney-at-
Law and His Wife

13.Briefing Dated 15th February 2026 - The Decisions taken at the Special General Meeting of the
Bar Association of Sri Lanka on 15th February 2026

The full text of these Statements / Representations have been previously circulated _ e

among the members. Further, the members can also access the same through the
Jollowing QR code:

CEREMONIAL / SPECIAL SITTINGS 15T AUGUST 2025 - 31°" MARCH 2026

e 1st August 2025 - To enable the Bar to welcome His Lordship Justice Rohantha Abeysuriya, PC
as the President of the Court of Appeal, His Lordship Justice Dr. D. F. H. Gunawardhana and His
Lordship Justice A.K.M. Patabendige as Judges of the Court of Appeal

« 22nd September 2025-Special Welcome to His Lordship Justice Hari Prasad Phuyal, Senior Judge
of the Supreme Court of Nepal (Court No. 502)

* 23rd October 2025-Special Welcome to His Lordship Justice Surya Kant, the Senior Most Judge
of the Supreme Court of India (Court No. 502)

o 21st, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th November & 02nd December 2025 - Admission of over 530
Attorneys-at-Law to the Supreme Court of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 -6.5
MONEY RECOVERY UNDER DEBT RECOVERY ACT

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.6

PRExTRIAL CONFERENCE UNDER THE CIVIL
PROCEDURE CODE

=

q =
Justice Priyantha
Jayawardena, PC

L
Mr. Shehan

Gunawardena AAL Mr. Krishan

Fernandopulle AAL

Mr. Sapumal
:ELCEICY.V.AR
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» 12th February 2026- To enable the Bar to welcome His Lordship Justice K.MG.H. Kulatunga
as a Judge of the Supreme Court of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

» 19th March 2026 -Farewell Honouring His Lordship Justice S. Thurairaja, PC, on the
occasion of his retirement from the Supreme Court

« 31st March 2026 -Farewell Honouring Her Ladyship Justice Kumudini Wickramasinghe, on
the occasion of her retirement from the Supreme Court

The Members can access the Ceremonial Speeches by the BASL President
Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya through the following QR code:

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.7
ARTICLE 11 OF THE CONSTITUTION

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.8
WRIT APPLICATIONS

®

Mr. Senany Mr. Jayathu
Dayaratne AAL Wickramasuriya AAL

X

Mr. Sanjaya
Marambe AAL

Mr. Upul
Kumarapperuma PC



CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMMES FOR LEGAL PRACTITIONERS
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The 2nd BASL Legal Symposium at Udawalawe

The 2™ BASL Legal Symposium was held in Udawalawe from
8" to 10" August 2025. The symposium brought together
members of the legal profession for a series of discussions
and knowledge sharing sessions on matters of legal practice
and professional development. The event was attended by
many senior members of the legal profession, providing a
valuable platform for engagement and professional
exchange. On Day 01, Mr. Dushyantha Silva and Mr. Milinda
Wattegedera spoke on the conservation of Leopards and
thereafter Session 1 was conducted by Hon. Udesh Ranatunga.
High Court Judge, Session 2 was delivered by Mr. Upali
Mohotti, PC. Session 3 was led by Mrs. Shiranthi
Gunawardena, SIA. Session 4 featured a discussion with BASL
President Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya. On Day 2, Session 5 was
conducted by Mr. Priyantha Alagiyawanna and Session 6 was
delivered by Hon. Ranga Dissanayake, Director General of
CIABOC.

2nd BASL National Data Protection Symposium

The BASL Second National Data Protection Symposium was held on 6™ January
2026 at the Cumulus Ballroom, Cinnamon Life, Colombo, under the theme
“Safeguarding Privacy in the Age of Intelligence: From Legal Compliance to
Ethical Innovation.”. The Keynote Address was delivered by His Lordship Justice
Arjuna Obeyesekera, Judge of the Supreme Court. The Symposium was Chaired

by Mr. Revan Weerasinghe, AAL.
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Symposium on Hire Purchase and Leasing in Collobaration
with the Sri Lanka Women Lawyers’ Association

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka, in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Women
Lawyers’ Association, conducted a symposium on Hire Purchase and Leasing on
23™ August 2025 at the BASL Auditorium. The programme addressed important
legal and practical aspects relating to hire purchase, finance leasing, recovery
procedures, and vehicle related claims under the applicable legal framework.
The session featured resource persons Mr. Upali Mohotti, PC, Mrs. Shiranthi
Gunawardena, SIA and Mr. Chaminda Hettiarachchi, AAL, Director Legal of

Central Finance PLC.

BASL Webinars & Legal
Symposiums Committee
2025/26

Chairperson

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.9
BASICS OF COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

30

Mr. Harith de
Mel AAL

Mr. Chandaka
Jayasundere, PC

Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya, AAL

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 610
IP RIGHTS OF PERFORMERS

Mr. M. Saadi A.
Wadood AAL
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Convenors

Mr. Rushika Wijewardena, AAL
Mr. Pandula Wanniarachchi, AAL
Mr. Oshan Ubhayarathna, AAL
Mr. Samantha Sudeshpriya, AAL

Co-Chairpersons

Mr. Chathura Galhena, AAL
Mr. Pasindu Silva, AAL

Mr. Ruwan Asiri De Silva, AAL

Mr. Matthew David, AAL
Ms. Yohani Yoharajah, AAL
Ms. Isuri Cooray, AAL

Ms. Rusandhi Perera, AAL

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.11
CONDOMINIUM LAW

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 -6.12
INTERIM INJUNCTIONS
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Mr. Faiszer
Musthapha PC

Ms. Nishadi o
Wickramasinghe AAL Mr. Pulasthi

Rupasinha AAL

Mr. Senakade
Saram AAL

Mr. Saminda
Jayasekara AAL
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Inaugural ADR Lawyers' Symposium

The Inaugural ADR Lawyers Symposium 2026 was held on 1% February 2026 at ¥
Cinnamon Life, Colombo. The symposium focused on the theme of appropriate
dispute resolution and explored the evolving role of lawyers in alternative
dispute resolution mechanisms. The programme brought together a
distinguished panel of local and international speakers including Dr. K.
Kanag-Isvaran, PC, former acting Chief Justice Shiranee Tilakawardane, and
International Resource Persons among several other experts who shared their
knowledge and experiences with participants.
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2nd BASL National Capital Market Symposium

HE M RN
L

HE ELImEL
ARVANING

AL BHARALS,
EnDRAY

L AT

T kb
CITTTITCE
B

ik DR
SELECWTET

®@P@eE =
B B
EE
—

M RARiEsae
O LW

S TR
FARWARDO

o h e
i
o
[
EE
D D@«

R

The BASL National Capital Markets Symposium was held on 26™ February 2026
at Cinnamon Life, Colombo. The symposium discussed the developments and
emerging issues relating to capital markets in Sri Lanka. The Keynote Address
was delivered by His Lordship Justice Yasantha Kodagoda, PC. The Symposium
was Chaired by Mrs. Ayanthi Abeywickrama, Co-Chaired by Mr. Renuke
Wijewardena, and the Symposium Secretary was Mr. Pasan Weerasinghe, and
supported by the BASL Programme Office.

Y

Symposium on “Land: An Asset; A Liability or Both?”
in collaboration with the Women Lawyers’ Association

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka, in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Women
Lawyers’ Association, organised a symposium related to land matters titled,
“Land: An Asset; A Liability or Both?” on 19" November 2025 at the BASL
Auditorium. The session addressed key legal issues relating to land as security
for loans, the enforceability of such securities, and matters connected with
testamentary proceedings. The Symposium featured Mr. Palitha Kumarasinghe,
PC, and Ms. Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA who shared valuable insights with
members of the legal profession.

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.13 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.14 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 615 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 -6.16

APPLICABILITY OF STATE LANDS IN THE ARBITRATION ACT A PRACTICAL
SEQUESTRATION PRACTICE OF AN ATTORNEY:AT:LAW LAWORSAXATION OVERVIEW
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Dr. Wijeyadasa Mr. Chamath Ms. Daphne Peiris Ms. Lahiruni Mr. Manohara Mr. Rushitha Mr. Wasantha Mr. Revan
Rajapakshe PC Fernando AAL Vissundara AAL Ekanayake AAL Jayasinghe DSG Rodrigo AAL Fernando AAL Weerasinghe AAL
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BASL MINI SYMPOSIUMS

BASL Mini Symposium #1 - Galle

The BASL Mini Symposium Series was successfully inaugurated in Galle on 19"
August, with the participation of members of the legal profession in the region.
The programme marked the commencement of a series of regional
engagements aimed at strengthening professional knowledge-sharing and
collaboration among practitioners. The event was organised with the support of
the Galle Law Association, under the leadership of its President, Mr. Ruwan Asiri
De Silva, together with the office bearers and committee of the Association. The
programme featured Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya, President of the BASL, and Mrs.
Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA, as resource persons.

BASL Mini Symposium #2 - Mahara

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 02 was held on 2™ September 2025 at the
Mahara Court Complex, in collaboration with the Mahara Bar Association
chaired by President Ms. Ramani Seneviratne. The symposium focused on key
aspects of criminal law and civil law and formed part of the BASL Mini
Symposium Series aimed at engaging members of the legal profession at
regional level. The keynote addresses were delivered by Mr. Sarath Jayamanne,
PC, and Mr. Lasitha Kanuwanarachchi, Attorney at Law, who shared their
insights and professional experience with the participants.

BASL Mini Symposium #3 - Matara

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 3 was held on 16™ September for the Matara
Zone, bringing together members of the legal profession for a session of
continuous legal education. The programme featured Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya,
President of the BASL, and Mrs. Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA, as resource
persons. The symposium was organised with the support of the Matara Bar
Association under the leadership of its President and BASL Zonal Vice
President Mr. Keerthi Dhanushka, together with Secretary Mr. Gayan Prasanga
and the committee, with support from the Galle Zonal Vice President Mr. Ruwan
Asiri De Silva.

BASL Mini Symposium #4 - Gampaha

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 04 was held on 16" October 2025 at the Municipal
Council Auditorium, Gampaha. The symposium was organized in collaboration
with the Gampaha Lawyers’ Association chaired by President Mr. Chandima
Wijeratne as part of the islandwide BASL Mini Symposium Series aimed at
strengthening continuous legal education among members of the profession.
The programme addressed key aspects of civil and criminal law, including
matters relating to small claims, recovery of possession of premises given on
lease, and recent developments in Sri Lankan criminal law. Resource persons
included Mr. Vasantha Gajanayake, PC, and Mr. Prasantha Lal De Alwis, PC.

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.17 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 -6.18 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.19 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.20
MATRIMONIAL ACTIONS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT LABOUR TRIBUNALS PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW
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Ms. Jerusha Ms. Shevindri Mr. Lakshan Ms. Raveendra Mr. Geoffrey Ms. Swasthika Dr. Udara Ms. Rajintha
Crossette AAL Manuel AAL Dias AAL Sumathipala AAL Alagaratnam PC  Arulingam AAL SoysaAAL  Samerawickreme AAL
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BASL Mini Symposium #5 - Mount Lavinia

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 05 was held on 28™ October 2025 at the Mount
Lavinia Court Complex in collaboration with the Mount Lavinia Bar Association
chaired by President Mrs. Champa De Soyza. The symposium formed part of the
islandwide BASL Mini Symposium Series aimed at strengthening continuous
legal education among members of the legal profession. The programme
addressed recent developments in Sri Lankan criminal law and key aspects of
condominium law. Resource persons for the session included Mr. Dharshana
Kuruppu, Mr. Senaka De Saram, and Mr. Kapila Gamage.

BASL Mini Symposium #6 - Nugegoda

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 06 was held on 11" November 2025 at Nugegoda
as part of the BASL Mini Symposium Series. The programme conducted in
collaboration with the Nugegoda Bar Association chaired by President Mr.
Uditha Hiripitiya brought together members of the legal profession to engage
in discussions on key legal issues and recent developments in practice.
Sessions by Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC and Mr. G.G. Arulpragasam, SIA provided an
opportunity for Members to participate in professional dialogue and to
strengthen their knowledge through continuous legal education.

BASL Mini Symposium #7 - Horana

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 7 was held on 15" November 2025 in Horana in
collaboration with the Horana Bar Association chaired by President Mr.
Samantha Mallawaarachchi. The Resource Persons were Mr. U.R. De Silva, PC
and Mr. Upali Mohotti, PC. The symposium provided an opportunity for
practitioners to discuss key legal issues and share knowledge while
strengthening collaboration among the lawyers.

BASL Mini Symposium #8 - Colombo

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 8 was held on 21* November 2025 at the
Colombo High Court in collaboration with the Colombo High Court Lawyers’
Association chaired by President Ms. Inoka Perera. The programme brought
together members of the legal profession to discuss important legal issues in
practice. The Resource Persons were High Court Judge Hon. Manjula
Thillakeratne and Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC.

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.21
TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.22 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.23 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.24
INTRODUCTION TO IP LAW APPEALS - REVISIONS LAW OF INSURANCE
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Mr. Keshan Mr. Akila Mr. Shaminda Silva Mr. Kamal Suneth Mr. Rajindra Ms. Rhadeena

Thalgahagoda AAL  Aluthwatte AAL AAL Perera AAL Jayasinghe AAL De Alwis AAL
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Prof. A. Sarveswaran Mr. Rakhitha
AAL Abeygoonawardhana AAL
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WELCOME AND ORIENTATION PROGRAMME FOR NEW BASL MEMBERS

The New Member Welcome and Orientation Programme for the November 2025 Cohort
was held on 13", 14™ and 15™ December 2025 at the BASL Auditorium. This three-day
programme aimed to guide 530 newly enrolled attorneys as they entered the legal
profession. Each day began with registration followed by an inauguration ceremony. The
event featured welcome addresses, keynote speeches, and important engagements by
distinguished members of the legal fraternity. The keynote addresses over the three days
were delivered by Dr. K. Kanag Isvaran, PC, Supreme Court Justice, His Lordship Justice
S. Thurairaja, PC and Attorney General Hon. Parinda Ranasinghe, PC, whose valuable
insights and experience greatly enriched the programme.

The main topics covered during the programme included the Art of Advocacy, focusing
on courtroom skills and presentation techniques, and advocacy in examinations. Ethical
practice was also a major focus, with sessions on work ethic stressing integrity,
responsibility, and adherence to professional standards. This initative was supported by
the US Embassy and Leads.

Resource Persons Mr. Prashantha Lal de Alwis, PC
Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC Ms. Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA
Mr. Harsha Fernando, PC Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya, AAL

. Mr. Chathura A. Galhena, AAL
e W5 105 b A\ITER g 16 M. Pasindu Silva, AAL

Mr. Jag?th Wickramanayake, PC v Kimberly Sokolich, Resident Legal Advisor to U.S. Embassy
Mr. Uditha Egalahewa, PC Mr. Waruna Senadheera, AAL
Mr. Mohamed Adamaly, PC Ms. Nilanthi Peiris, AAL

P8 CERTIFICATE COURSE IN ©HNLINE
{~ COMPLIANCE

PARALEGAL ACTIVISTS

Areas Covered

Commancement Date : 23 Oct, 2025

Session Duration 1 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM

(_‘t-.”_ fl(:.j!b;-_: CI'J.I'S":'-' in Durmtion : D Waoks (lvery Thursdey]

EFFECTIVE
INSTRUCTING I T ——

o bl o e Lagreew Lol

.ﬁ.TTORH EYS T Aoome e 1 e il S D o e Commnt o g el

ot of .t ey ] ML iy P

4 o of e ey ety i A
o Baids e hessenes b

THE ART OF CROSS-EXAMINATION

482D zEnF= 23 200ENg72

INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL MEDIATOR
ACCREDITATION PROGRAMME

A Blar Association of Sri Links Initisbs
reaaght 4 you by et i and Bage

* 29" January 2026

# JEvery Thurst

Hissn o Hom tmrs bt tm B s st v wf

Vo g W o ittt Vot AL mmir s by
Frwg 6 Bnaty mrw ey eewd o S s e an g

MODULE | 2 4 W Asnuery 2ObE MODUT 1 30 = 1 Aehusry PODE

Frrr g, st Shage = Pre-Elgmgton, Ta-Seatatue are Pracess Bxegr

ALY b gt sl o i Frooms s B n o ‘Wirvng mith Froetens prd Conpies i
4 P L

5 A Pemteel Ayl s Ui ke

SPECIAL: BASI MEMEER PRICE

LKR 350,000 ECAGE

RESULLR FINCE LR 430,030 *

eemmmmmn UDECIDE o sics

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.25 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.26 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.27 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.28
LAND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL PUBLIC SERVICE LAW EXECUTING MONEY DECREE

D D ORI

Ms. Sudarshani Mr. Migara Mr. Darshana Mr. Yajish Mr. Shantha Mr. Hirosha Dr. Sunil Mr. Chandana
Cooray AAL Doss AAL Kuruppu AAL Tennakoon AAL Jayawardena AAL Munasinghe AAL Coorey ALL Boteju AAL
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The Nithi Neethi Sasi series supported by JICA was
recommenced on 20" September 2025 at Amari Colombo, with
Chief Justice His Lordship Preethi Padman Surasena as the
Chief Guest. This Series was originally introduced during the
Presidency of Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC and under the leadership of
Mr. Upali Mohotti, PC.

The Inauguration featured an esteemed panel including Hon.
Yvonne Fernando, Civil Appeal High Court Judge, Hon. Ranga
Dissanayake, Director General of the CIABOC, Mr. Saliya Pieris,
PC, Mr. Azard Navavi, PC, Additional Solicitor General, Mr.
Thanuka Nandasiri, AAL, Ms. Damayanthi Karunarathne and
Ms. Renuka Jayasundara, Deputy Inspector General of Police.
The session concluded with remarks by Hon. Justice (Rtd.)
Shiranee Tilakawardane.

Nithi Neethi Sasi Committee
Chairman: Mr. Upali Mohotti, PC

Co - Chairperson: Mr. Chamara Wannisekera

Convenors

Mr. Sanjeewa Ruwanpathirana
Mr. Wishva Widanagamage

Mr. Rajith Lakshan Abeywardena
Mr. Manujaya De Silva

Mr. Yasas Sovis

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.29
FINANCE LEASING ACT

Mr. Dhanya
Gunewardane AAL Kahawevithana AAl

Ms. Jayanka
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BASL NITHI NEETHI SASI

16 Islandwide Nithi Neethi Sasi Programmes -

1.20th September- Inuaguration - Colombo, Amari
2.27th September 2025 - Hambantota, Oakray Wild
© Mr. Upali Mohotti PC
o Mr. Jagath Wicramanayaka PC
3.4th October 2025 - Kandy, Oakray Regency
© Hon. Udesh Ranatunga HCJ]
o Mr. Chathura Galhena AAL
4.11th October 2025 - Ratnapura, Hotel Grand Guardian
© Justice Adithya Kantha Patabendige
© Mr. Mohamed Ali Sabry PC
5.18th October 2025 - Anuradhapura, Heritage Hotel
o Mr. Jagath Liyanarachchi
© Mr. Upali Mohotti PC
6.1st November 2025 - Galle, Jetwing Lighthouse
> Hon. Udesh Ranatunga HC]
© Hon. Lilan Warusavithana
7.8th November 2025 - Kurunegala, The Epitome Hotel
© Mr. Sarath Jayamanne PC
© Mr. Sapumal Bandara AAL

8.15th November 2025- Negombo, Full Moon Garden Hotel

© Hon. Yasantha Kodagoda PC
o Mr. Sapumal Bandara AAL

1

DIGITAL LAW

Mr.Laknath
Seneviratne AAL

Dr. Sunil
Abeyaratne AAL

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.31

Ms.Nirodha
Kalansooriya AAL

20th September 2025 to 7th March 2026

9.17th January 2026 - Matara, Solis Hotel

= Hon. Udesh Ranatunga HCJ

© Mr. Jagath Wicramanayaka PC
10.17th January 2026 - Monaragala

o Mr. Upul Mohotti PC

> Chandima Muthukumara AAL
11.24th January 2026 - Ampara, Monty Hotel

o Mr. Chaminda Athukorala AAL

© Mr. Rasika Dissanayaka AAL

12.24th January 2026 - Matale, Grand Mountain Hotel
© Hon. Manjula Karunaratne
© Mr. Sapumal Bandara AAL.
13.7th February 2026 - Polonnaruwa, Sudu Araliya
© Mr. Chandima Muthukumarana AAL
o Mr. Darshana Kuruppu AAL
14.21st February 2026 - Kegalle, Pinnalanda Hotel
> Mr. Chathura Galhena AAL
© Mr. Chaminda Athukorala AAL
15.28th February 2026 - Badulla, Crown Regency Hotel
< Mr. Upali Mohotti PC
o Mr. Lasitha Kanuwanarachchi AAL.
16.7th March 2026 - Gampaha, The Covanro
© Mr. Saliya Pieris PC
© Mr. Mohamed Ali Sabry PC

I

“Equal access to justice”

HITHI NEETHI 5A5I

ISLAND-WIDE
LEGAL EDUCATION
SEMINAR SERIES

Covering Al 25 Districts

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.32
MERGERS & ACQUISITIONS
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Mr. Rakitha
Jayatunge AAL

Ms. Nipuni
Samarasekara AAL



LEADS Juvenile Justice Workshop Series

The BASL, in collaboration with LEADS, conducted a series of Juvenile Justice
Workshops for members of the legal profession across multiple provinces.
The workshops were held on 24™ May 2025 in the Northern Province, 23™
August 2025 in Kandy, and 8" November 2025 in Badulla, in partnership with
the respective Branch Associations.

The workshops featured an open dialogue with BASL President Mr. Rajeev
Amarasuriya, facilitated by Dr. M. A. M. Hakeem, AAL, Senior Lecturer at the
University of Colombo, and Deputy Director of the Centre for the Study of
Human Rights. Dr. Hakeem also conducted the sessions across all workshops.

Workshop on the Anti-Corruption Act No. 9 of 2023

Workshop for Legal Officers of the State Sector on “changes made to the
Bribery Law and the impact of bribery and corruption” on organisations was
held on 22" October 2025 at the BASL Mini Auditorium. The programme was
organised by the Government Legal Officers’ Association in collaboration with
the Bar Association of Sri Lanka and the Commission to Investigate
Allegations of Bribery or Corruption. The workshop provided an opportunity
for legal officers in the state sector to gain a deeper understanding of the legal
framework relating to anti corruption and its implications.

Specialized Training Module on Advocacy

A Specialized Training Module on Advocacy was conducted on 28™ January
2026 at the BASL for Attorneys-at-Law with two to eight years of practice. The
programme was designed to enhance practical advocacy skills, with particular
emphasis on courtroom presentation, case analysis, and effective legal
argumentation. The session was conducted by Mr. Paul Mylvaganam,
Barrister-at-Law from the United Kingdom, who shared valuable professional
experience and practical insights with participants, contributing to the
development of their advocacy skills.

Commercial Contracts

Commercial Contracts programme was held on 19" January 2026 at the
Auditorium of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka. The programme was
organised by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka in collaboration with the
Association of Corporate Lawyers Sri Lanka. The seminar featured
distinguished speakers including Hon. Justice (Rtd.) Priyantha Jayawardena,
PC, retired Judge of the Supreme Court, Dr. K. Kanag-Isvaran, PC, and Mr.
Susantha Balapatabendi, PC, former Senior Additional Solicitor General. The
session was moderated by Mr. Shanaka Cooray, Attorney at Law.

wnrkihop on
yapenile Justioe |

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.33
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LAWS HEALTH LAW
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Fernando AAL Fernando AAL Wijesinghe AAL  Bandaranayaka AAL
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BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.34

WORKSHOPS

Legal Awareness Programs for Over 800 Police Officers

The BASL, in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Police, conducted two workshops to enhance
legal awareness among police officers. The first was held on 3" August 2025 in Kurunegala
for officers of the Kurunegala Police Division, while the second took place on 20"
September 2025 in Marawila, covering the Puttalam, Nikaweratiya, Kuliyapitiya, and
Chilaw Divisions.

The sessions addressed key areas including criminal investigation and court procedures,
with the participation of distinguished resource persons from the Judiciary, Attorney
General’s Department, the Bar and Senior Police Leadership. Collectively, the workshops
engaged over 800 officers, contributing significantly to strengthening legal knowledge and
professional capacity within the police service.

Art of Advocacy for Junior Members

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka conducted a workshop titled “The Art of Advocacy” on
20" September, for junior members with the support of the United States Department of
Justice. The programme focused on developing practical advocacy skills including leading
evidence, cross examination, re examination, and the effective conclusion of a case. The
sessions were conducted by Mr. Kuvera De Zoysa, PC, and Ms. Kimberly Sokolich, Resident
Legal Advisor of the United States Department of Justice OPDAT programme, who shared
valuable practical insights with participants.

Human Rights Workshop in Sigiriya

A residential seminar titled “Human Rights and Lawyering During the Times of Crisis for
Lawyers of Sri Lanka” was held from 17" to 19" of October 2025 at Hotel Amaara Forest,
Sigiriya. The programme was organised by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka in
collaboration with the Max Planck Foundation for International Peace and the Rule of Law.
The seminar was conducted for members of the Bar in the North Central Province and
focused on the role of lawyers in safeguarding human rights and applying rights based
approaches to legal practice during periods of political and economic crisis.

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.35 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.36
AIR POLLUTION LAW RECOVERY OF POSSESSION OF STATE LANDS
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Dr. Ravindranath Mr. Theekshana Ms.Maithri Mr. Chamara
Dabare AAL Pathirana AAL Amarasinghe AAL Nanayakkarawasam AAl
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ORIENTATION / CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMMES

Familiarization Programme for the 150th Batch of
Sri Lanka Law College Students

The BASL Standing Committee on Law Students’ Skills Development organised a
familiarization programme for the 150" Batch of Sri Lanka Law College students on 1¢
of 2025. The programme included guided visits to the Supreme Court and the Court of
Appeal, followed by an orientation session at the Bar Association of Sri Lanka. Further,
session featured a lecture on leadership delivered by Senior Professor Ajantha
Dharmasiri. The programme was organised under the leadership of Mr. Malraj B.
Kiriella, Chairman, and Mr. Boopathi Kahathuduwa, Convenor of the BASL Standing
Committee on Law Students’ Skills Development, together with the Law Students” Union
of Sri Lanka Law College.

Addressing the new students at the Law Faculty of KDU

BASL President Mr. Rajeev Amarasruriya addressed the new entrants of the Faculty of
Law at General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University on 9" January 2026. The session
focused on the ethical responsibilities of legal practitioners and the importance of
integrity, professionalism, and respect for the rule of law within the legal profession. The
programme provided an opportunity for students to gain an early understanding of the
values and standards expected of members of the Bar.

ey

Addressing the new students at the
Faculty Law of University of Colombo

An address on Integrity in the Legal Field was delivered by BASL President Mr. Rajeev
Amarasuriya to the newly admitted group of 330 students of the Law Faculty at the
University of Colombo on 19™ December 2025. The session highlighted the ethical duties
of legal practitioners and emphasized the importance of integrity, professionalism, and
upholding the Rule of Law in the legal profession. It also gave students an early insight into
the principles, values, and standards expected of members of the Bar.

Address to Senior Officers of the Tri-Forces

At the invitation of the Legal Directorate of the Sri Lanka Air Force, BASL President Mr.
Rajeev Amarasuriya addressed senior officers of the Tri-Forces comprising the Sri Lanka
Army, Navy, and Air Force on 8" September. The address focused on the theme of “Ethics,
Honour, Integrity, and Respect for Military Discipline,” focusing on the importance of
principle in both the legal profession and the armed forces.

LEGAL AWARENESS PROGRAMMES

BASL Legal Awareness Programme Series 2025 - Hikkaduwa

The first BASL Legal Awareness Programme Series 2025 was conducted on 9" October
2025 at the Urban Council, Hikkaduwa. The programme was organised by the BASL Legal
Awareness Committee and focused on several practical legal issues relating to land and
local government administration, including road servitudes, demarcation of boundaries,
land acquisition, land development, and assessment taxes. Resource persons for the
session were Mr. Chandima Muthukumarana, AAL and Mr. Theja Abeywickrama, AAL.
The programme was organised under the leadership of Chairperson Dr. Dayani
Panagoda, Co-Chairpersons Ms. Himali Kularatne and Mr. Dinesh Widanapathirana and
Convenor Mr. Budhdhika Thilakaratne together with the committee and Co-convenors of
the BASL Legal Awareness Committee.

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.37
PROCEDURAL PITFALLS IN DIVORCE = CUSTODY

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 6.38
NEW ASPECTS OF ANTI CORRUPTION LAWS
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Mr. Manul
Rajapaksha AAL

Mr. Shamir
avahir AAL

Mr. Asoka

Mr. Sanjaya Marambe
Weerasooriya AAL AAL
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Programme on Professional Ethics - Pandura

A programme on Professional Ethics was organised by the Panadura Bar on 24™ January
2026 with the participation of members of the legal profession in the region. The session
focused on the importance of maintaining ethical standards, professional responsibility,
and integrity in legal practice. The programme provided an opportunity for practitioners
to reflect on the ethical obligations of members of the Bar and to engage in discussions on
upholding the highest standards of professionalism in the administration of justice.

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 71
BRIDGING ACADEMIA AND LAW

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 7.3
LAW, LIFE, AND LESSONS

Ms. Himalee
Kularathna AAL

Emeritus Professor Ms. Chathurika Akurugoda Justice Yasantha Kodagoda, PC

Savitri Goonesekere
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SEMINARS

Professional Skills Development Seminar Series

The second workshop of the BASL Professional Skills Development Seminar Series
for Law Students was held on 6" August 2025 at the Dr. H. W. Jayewardene QC
Auditorium. Organised by the BASL Law Students’ Skills Development Committee,
the session focused on developing essential soft skills for future members of the ﬁ :
legal profession. The programme featured Mr. Fouzul Hameed, Managing Director ﬁ
of Hameedia, and Ms. Nayana Karunaratne, Director of Salon Nayana and IHB

Education, who shared insights on personal grooming, professional attire, body

language, confidence building, and personality development. The programme was

organised under the leadership of Committee Chair Dr. Malraj Kiriella and - a1

Convenor Mr. Boopathy Kahathuduwa. N 4P

BASL Junior Practitioners Placement Programme

JUNIOR PRACTITIONERS The Bar Association of Sri Lanka launched the BASL Junior Practitioners Placement
ELACEMENT PROGHAMME Programme as an initiative to support junior members of the profession who face
difficulties in securing placements in law chambers, law firms, or other legal institutions.
The programme aims (o assist young practitioners in gaining practical experience and
professional exposure within the legal field. The initiative is implemented through the
BASL Junior Bar New Opportunities Committee under the leadership of its Chairman Mr.
Chandima Atapattu, together with Convenors Mr. Krishan FernandoPulle, Mr. Sineth
Kassapa Bandara, Ms. Praveena Muhandiram, Mr. Geeth Karunarathna, Mr. Lakshan
Wijewardena, and Ms. Yohani Jacob Yoharajah.

Special Skills Enhancement Programme for Members below 7 Years

The BASL Special Skills Development Programme for members with less than seven years
of practice was held on 2" March 2026 at Cinnamon Life with the support of the United
States Department of Justice. The programme focused on enhancing practical and
professional skills and provided an opportunity for junior members of the Bar to benefit
from training content that had previously been conducted for newly admitted members.
The symposium saw over 200 junior members participating and provided valuable
insights aimed at strengthening the knowledge and professional development of young
practitioners. The Resource Persons were His Lordship Yasantha Kodagoda PC, Justice of
the Supreme Court, Ms. Kimberly Sokolich, Resident Legal Advisor of U.S. Embassy, Mr.
Rajeev Amarasuriya, President of BASL, Mr. Saliya Peiris PC and Mr. Kuvera de Zoysa PC.

Resolving Criminal Cases through Plea Agreements

Resolving Criminal Cases through Plea Agreements under the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act No. 50 of 2024 was formed as part of a series of programmes organised
with the support of the United States Department of Justice through the U.S. Embassy in Sri Lanka, providing valuable insights into plea agreement mechanisms.

- First Seminar: Galle - Resource Persons included High Court Judge Hon. Udesh Ranathunge. The workshop was supported by Ms. Kimberly Sokolich, Resident Legal Advisor of the US
Embassy, and Ms. Deepamala Jayasinghe.

+ Second Seminar: Colombo - Resource Persons included Mr. Neville Abeyratne, PC, Ms. Kimberly Sokolich, Resident Legal Advisor of U.S. Embassy, DOJ-OPDAT and Mr. Patrick ] Ehlers,
Senior Deputy Defender, Oregon Public Defense Commission.

- Third Seminar: Anuradhapura - Resource persons included Hon. Justice Yasantha Kodagoda, PC, Ms. Kimberly Sokolich, Resident Legal Advisor of the U.S. Embassy DOJ OPDAT
programme, and Mr. Patrick J. Ehlers, Senior Deputy Defender of the Oregon Public Defence Commission.

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 -7.2 BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 7.4

REIMAGINING LEGAL CAREERS: BUILDING RELEVANCE, VALUE, AND RESILIENCE IN A CHANGING WORLD UNDERSTANDING GENDER EQUALITY IN THE LEGAL PROFESSION

=
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Mr. Harsha Mrs. Farzana Mr. Kithsiri Dr. Sanjiva Mr. Rukshan Ms. Shyamala Ms. Mokshini Ms. Naushalya Ms. Hasini
Fernando PC Jameel PC Gunawardena Weerawarang Atapattu AAL Gomez Jayamanne AAL Rajapaksha AAL Rupasinghe AAL
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Access to Justice Programme with iProbono

A three day residential workshop titled “Access to Justice Programme” 2026 was held from 27" February to 1% March
2026 at the Araliya Red Hotel, Nuwara Eliya. The programme was organised by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka in
collaboration with iProbono and was designed for Attorneys at Law practising in the Central Province with less than ten
years of professional experience. The workshop focused on practical legal education, litigation and advocacy skills,
human rights focused legal aid approaches, and engagement with law enforcement with aiming to strengthen
professional skills and promote rights based legal practice in advancing access to justice.

DIGITAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL INITIATIVES

Launch of the E-Courts Initiative and Supreme Court E-Case
Management System

The formal launch of the E-Courts initiative, led by His Lordship the Chief Justice, took
place on 12" September 2025 at the Judges’ Training Institute with the introduction of the
Supreme Court Web Portal and E-Case Management System. This initiative marks a
significant milestone in modernizing the administration of justice in Sri Lanka.

BASL Enables LankaSign Digital Signatures for Legal Documents

As part of advancing the digital transformation of the legal sector, the Bar Association of
Sri Lanka enabled the use of LankaSign Digital Signatures, facilitated by LankaPay, for the
digital signing of electronic documents from 5" January 2026. This initiative represents
an important step towards modernizing legal processes and promoting secure digital
documentation. The event was attended by Mr. Chaminda Bandara, Assistant Governor of
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka and Co-Chair of the National Certification Authority (NCA)

Taskforce, Mr. Jayantha Fernando, Co-Chair of the NCA Taskforce, Mr. Channa de Silva,
CEO of LankaPay, and Mr. Dinuka Perera, Deputy CEO of LankaPay, along with other
officials.

? T
o

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MEMBERS WHO PASSED AWAY DURING THE PERIOD - FEBRUARY 2025 TO JANUARY 2026

A Remembrance Ceremony was organised and held on 28™ February, 2026 at the BASL
Auditorium to pay tribute to the members of the Association who had passed away during
the period February 2025 to January 2026. Seventy Eight members’ lives and service were
honoured at this ceremony.

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 -7.5
NAVIGATING YOUR CAREER COURTROOM

BASL SINHALA WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 2.8
NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN CRIMINAL LAW

BASL SINHALA WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 2.9
BUDDHIST TEMPORALITIES ORDINANCE

E
.k

Mr. Sarath
Jayamanne PC

Mr. Buddhika
Thilakarathne AAL

Ms. Farzana
Jameel PC

Ms. Daphne Peiris
Vissundara AAL

Mr. Senarath
Jayasundara AAL

Mr. Darshana
Kuruppu AAL

Mr. Sarath
Weragoda AAL

Mr. Sandun
Senadhipathi AAL

Mr. Hemaka
Senanayake AAL

Mr. Lakshman

Dr. K. Kanag:Isvarar
PC Perera PC
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Discussion on Resolution of Sports Disputes through Mediation Meeting with Secretary General of the Commonwealth Law Association
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Corporate Partnership with Credit Information Bureau of Sri Lanka Discussion with the Broadcasters’ Guild of Sri Lanka
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Meeting with the Inspector General of Police Corporate Partnership with APIIT

Corporate Partnership with LankaPay First ever MOU with the Law Society of Singapore

Meetings with Foreign Bar Leaders

BASL SINHALA WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 210 BASL SINHALA WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 2.1 BASL SINHALA WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 2.12
LAW RELATING TO CONDOMINIUM PROPERTY GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF BAIL BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION
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South Asian Regional Conference on Human Rights:
Learning From Our Neighbors

The South Asian Regional Workshop on Human Rights was held on 20" - 21*
September 2025 at the BASL Auditorium. The event brought together distinguished
legal professionals and human rights experts from across South Asia to discuss
pressing human rights issues and regional cooperation.

The workshop was organized by the BASL Standing Committee on Human Rights, in
collaboration with the United Nations and South Asians for Human Rights. President
of the Court of Appeal His Lordship Justice Rohantha Abeysuriya, PC was the Chief
Guest and delivered an apt Keynote Address recalling ties with SAARC Law. The event
provided a valuable platform for dialogue on human rights challenges in South Asia,
promoting collaboration among legal experts, policymakers, and civil society
representatives in the region.
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Special Retirement Plan for
Bar Association Members from
Sri Lanka Insurance Life

Guaranteed monthly income during retirement

Monthly pension increases by 5% annually
on compounding basis

ealth benefit of up to five times your monthly
pension each year, without the need to
submit medical or hospital bills

Additional protection through Accidental
Death Benefit

Option to enhance your cover with a range
of additional benefits
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BASL SINHALA WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 2.13
INTERNET CRIMES AND INVESTIGATIONS

Justice Kumuduni Mr. Thishya Mr. Ajith Ms. Deshani
Wickramasinghe Weragoda AAL Rohana SDIG, AAL Bandara AAL

Mr. Nevil Mr. Ravi
Abeyrathne PC Matugama PC
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BASL SINHALA WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 2.14
IDENTIFICATION PARADE AND RELATED LEGAL PROCEDURES

BASL Junior Bar Journal Vol. 16 Launch

Volume 16 of the Junior Bar Law Journal was officially launched on 24™ of March marking
a significant milestone for the Junior Bar. The event featured a thought-provoking and
meaningful keynote address delivered by Chief Guest, Justice of the Supreme Court His
Lordship Sobhitha Rajakaruna, centered on the importance of always acting with a good
conscience. BASL extend appreciation to Mr. Aadhes Thurairaja for successfully leading
the Editorial Team for a second consecutive year, as well as to the members of the
Editorial Team for their dedicated efforts. Recognition is also due to the Junior Bar, under
the leadership of Mr. Thishya Weragoda, for their contribution to the successful
organization of this event.

ia

SampathCards

The raafonsibde chotos

A percontage from the net usage & card fees will be transferred on monthly basis as a
cantrbution payment to the Bar Association of Sri Lanka

Benofits to momibsers

Card offers & value additions throughout the year

Easy payment plans & 0% interest casy Instalment plans
Accumulate reward poants for every trankaction

Froe e-Slatement & SMS alerts facility

o fussl sunchangs

Sampath Bank 1332 & www.sampath.lk

WE PRESENT YOUR FUTURE

BASL SINHALA WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 2.15
MAINTENANCE LAW
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Mr. Sanjaya Mr. Ashan
Gamage AAL Nanayakkara AAL

Mr. Upali Mrs. Nilmini Mr. Pradeep Ms, Dasni
Mohotty PC Medonsa AAL Gamage AAL Piyasiri AAL
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BEYOND THE COURTROOM: COMMUNITY AND WELFARE ACTIVITIES

BASL Medical Camp - Galle

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka organised a Medical Camp for its members on 23"
January 2026 at the Galle Court premises, in collaboration with the Galle Law Society. This
initiative was exclusively for members of the Bar Association The programme provided
members with access to medical consultations and health screenings, focusing on
concerns such as stress-related conditions and lifestyle-related health issues.

Special BASL Programme on Inclusive Leadership

A special BASL programme on inclusive leadership, leading up to International Women’s
Day was held on the 2" of March. The Chief Guest was Her Ladyship Justice Kumudini
Wickramasinghe, Justice of the Supreme Court who also delivered an insightful keynote
address. The other Resource Persons were Mrs. Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA, Prof.
Wasantha Seneviratne, and Ms. Yanina Weerasinghe and moderated by Mrs. Thanushka
Gunawardena.

BASL extends its appreciation to the BASL Women Lawyers’ Professional and Career
Development Committee, Chaired by Mrs. Indika Nagaratne Kottegoda, Co-Chair Mrs.
Nalani Manathunga, Convenors Mrs. Kaushalee Jayaweera and Mrs. Tharika Ruwanpura,
and its members, as well as the Sri Lanka Women Lawyers’ Association, for their
leadership and organisation in successfully conducting this programme.

Opening of the Tissa R. Balalle Memorial Law Library in Maho

The opening ceremony of the Tissa R. Balalle Memorial Law Library, established by the
Maho Bar Association, was held on 7" February 2026 at the Maho Court premises. The
establishment of the library marks an important initiative aimed at strengthening access
to legal resources for members of the Bar and supporting the professional development
of practitioners in the region.

BASL SINHALA WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 2.16
MAGISTRATE'S COURT NEW TRENDS

Mr. Shanaka
Ranasinghe PC

Mr. Pandula
Wanniarachchi AAL

Mr. Janaka
Bandara DSG

Mr. Sugath
Hadunge AAL

BASL Women Lawyers’ Support Circle

The BASL Women Lawyers’ Support Circle was inaugurated on 29" September 2025, as a
new initiative of the BASL Women Lawyers’ Committee, aimed at fostering mentorship,
support, and professional development among women in the legal profession. The
initiative seeks to create a platform where women lawyers can share experiences, discuss
challenges, and strengthen leadership within the profession.

The inaugural session was held under the theme “Breaking Moulds: Leadership Lessons
for Women in Law,” featuring Ms. Ayomi Aluvihare, AAL and Precedent Partner FJ&G de
Saram. The session explored issues of leadership, resilience, and the evolving role of
women in law. Appreciation is extended to the Chairperson Ms. Faisza Markar, PC,
Co-Chairperson Ms. Nirupa Serasinghe, and Convenors Ms. Yohani Jacob Yoharajah and
Ms. Hana Haffee for spearheading this important initiative.

Leadership Lessons
for Women in Law

Join us for an insightful and inspiring session on
navigating leadership, breaking barriers, and
re-imagining the role of women in the legal profession.

Ayomi Aluwihare
Precedent Partner
FI&G de Saram

Ra'na Farouk
! Atlorney-at-Law.

»

First BASL Bookshop and Service Point Outside Colombo &
Reopening of the Kandy Law Library

The first BASL Bookshop and Service Point outside Colombo was inaugurated on 23"
February 2026 at the Kandy Courts Complex in collaboration with the Kandy Bar
Association. The establishment of this facility marks an important step in improving
access to BASL services and legal resources for members practising outside Colombo. The
opening of the bookshop also coincided with the reopening of the Kandy Law Library,
which was severely damaged during Cyclone Ditwah.

-

16th Law-Medical Encounter 2026

The 16" Law-Medical Encounter, jointly organized by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka and
the Sri Lanka Medical Association, was held on 22" March 2026. The highlight of the event
was a closely contested cricket match, where the doctors’ team emerged victorious,
clinching the title in a thrilling finish that went down to the final three balls, showcasing
strong camaraderie and sportsmanship between the two professions.

BASL SINHALA WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 2.17
EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS
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Page 19



5, BASLNEWS

Tl WEWSLETTEN OF Tl BOE AlSECiafion &9 G ke

Assistance to Outstation Bars affected by Cyclone Ditwah

Soon after Cyclone Ditwah, on 3™ December 2025, President of BASL Mr. Rajeev
Amarasuriya visited the Kandy Courts Complex together with the President and
members of the Kandy Bar Association and the Convenor of the BASL Outstation Bar
Committee Ms. Dasni Piyasiri. During the visit, discussions were held with Judicial
Officers and the Bar, on the significant damage caused by recent flooding to records,
court houses, lawyers’ offices and the historic Kandy Law Library and the way forward.
As an initial step towards recovery, BASL donated legal publications and diaries to
support over 100 Members affected.

Thereafter, the BASL provided funds in a sum of approximately Rs. 6,500,000 to Members
of the Kandy Bar as well as from other Bars who were affected by Cyclone Ditwah. Funds
were collected through a Special Distress Fund where Members contributed, the
Benevolent Fund and also funds were pledged by the International Bar Association.

In addition, a book collection programme was launched by the BASL, to re-stock the
Kandy Law Library which was successfully completed with the collection of over 550
Books.

Two Specially Curated Retirement Plans for BASL Members

Launch of Special Retirement Plan for BASL Members with
Sri Lanka Insurance

Sri Lanka Insurance Life partnered with the Bar Association of Sri Lanka to introduce the
“Sri Lanka Insurance Life Rakawarana Retirement Plan,” an exclusive retirement plan
designed for members of the legal profession. The collaboration was formalised on 12"
November at the BASL premises. This partnership brings together two national
institutions with the aim of strengthening the financial security of legal professionals. The
retirement plan offers members a guaranteed income after retirement together with
additional protection through accidental death coverage. It also provides flexible
premium payment options on a monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, or annual basis. Members
may further enhance their protection through optional benefits including family
protection cover, permanent disability cover, critical illness cover, and hospitalisation
cash benefits.

Special Retirément Plan fc
Bar Association memhers frnl'l'l

Sri Lanka Insurance Life

Eagle Vision Legal Aid Campaign at KDU

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka supported the Eagle Vision Legal Aid Campaign initiated
by the Faculty of Law of General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University (KDU). The legal
aid programme was held on 28" January 2026 at the KDU Law Faculty premises and
provided professional legal consultations to the University’s Military, Academic, and
Administrative Staff.

BASL TAMIL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 2.16
MARITAL DISSOLUTION AND THE DIVISION OF PROPERTY

BASL TAMIL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 2.17
CHEATING
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Ms. Mayuri
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Mr. K Kugava]a

Launch of the Second Curated Pension Scheme for BASL Members
with Union Assurance

On 31* December 2025, the Bar Association of Sri Lanka launched the second curated
pension scheme for its members in partnership with Union Assurance PLC, one of Sri
Lanka’s fastest growing life insurers. This initiative renewed the longstanding
collaboration between the two institutions, further strengthening their relationship in
supporting the welfare of legal professionals. The introduction of this second pension
scheme provides BASL members with additional options and flexibility in planning for
their financial future. The scheme offers both long-term and short-term pension options
designed to suit the diverse needs of members at different stages of their professional
careers. The BASL is thankful to Mr. Deepthi Lokuarachchi, Mr. Suresh Perera and Mr.
Chandima Atapattu for their contribution in evaluating the proposals received and
identifying the most suitable retirement plans.

Union
Pensiqn

Union
FlexLife

Hr T RE N

'FACULTY OF LAW

BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 4.6
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BASL WEBINAR SERIES 2025/26 - 4.7
BRIDGING GENERATIONS OF LAW
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NATIONAL LAW WEEK: LEGAL AID PROGRAMMES

The National Law Week Legal Aid Programmes, organized as part of a nationwide initiative by the Bar Association in collaboration with Sirasa Gammadda, were conducted with the
objective of addressing pressing legal concerns within vulnerable communities. This year’s programme placed special emphasis on assisting individuals and families affected by Cyclone

Ditwah, recognizing the unique legal challenges arising from such natural disasters.

Implemented over a two-month period, the initiative facilitated widespread access to legal support and guidance. Members of the legal profession actively participated in the programme,
offering their expertise to ensure that affected communities received accurate information and appropriate assistance. The programme effectively promoted legal awareness, dispute
resolution, and guidance on legal procedures. Appreciation to the National Law Week Committee with the support of the BASL Legal Aid Committee and Gammada for implementing this

programme at this critical time.

Legal Aid Programme: Madulsima

The Legal Aid Programme at Madulsima Tamil Maha Vidyalaya was conducted on 25%
January. The BASL expresses its appreciation to the President of the Badulla Bar
Association, Mr. Dhanushka Weligama, and the office-bearers of the Badulla Bar
including Mrs. Sayundi Sooriyabandara, Mr. S. B. Udowita, Mrs. Padmini Mangalika, and
Mr. Thilageshwaran Puwaneshwaran. Appreciation is also extended to the Members of
the Badulla Bar Association.

Legal Aid Programme: Nildandahinna

The Legal Aid Programme at Sri Sumangala National College, Nildandahinna was held
on 7" February. The programme was organised with the participation and support of
members of the Walapane Bar Association.

BASL expresses its appreciation to the President of the Walapane Bar Association, Mrs.
Bhadra Seneviratne, Mr. S. Geethadayanandan, and members Mrs. Chandrika
Nawarathne and Mrs. Ranahansi Weerathunga for their valuable contribution.

National Law Week Committee

Chairman: Mr. Maithri Gunaratne, PC
Co-Chairpersons: Mr. Chandima Perumpuriarachchi & Ms. Nadee Gunaratne
Convenor: Mr. Iresh Seneviratne

Legal Aid Standing Committee

Co-Chairpersons: Mr. M.K. Muthukumar & Mr. Baheej Meera Mohideen
Convenor: Mr. Harith de Mel

Legal Aid Programme: Passara

The Legal Aid Programme at Passara Central College was conducted on 24" January The
Bar Association of Sri Lanka acknowledges the support extended by the President of the
Badulla Bar Association, Mr. Dhanushka Weligama, Secretary Mr. Dileepa Jayasekare,
Treasurer Mr. Upendra Wijethunga, and the office-bearers and members of the Badulla
Bar.

Legal Aid Programme: Matale

The Legal Aid Programme at Sri Kumaran Primary School was conducted on 22" February
2026 under the National Law Week. The Bar Association of Sri Lanka acknowledges the
support extended by the President of the Matale Bar, Mr. Jaliya Gunaratne, Secretary Mr.
Kapila Walisundere, and the office-bearers and members of the Matale Bar, as well as Mr.
Uma Manivannan, Mr. Nilesh Weerasinghe, Mr. Chathura Wijesekara, Ms. Sachini
Wijerathna, Ms. Kalpani Wickramarachchi, Ms. Samudrika Kodituwakku, Ms. Shabna
Rafeek for their valuable cooperation in successfully organising this initiative.

Legal Aid Programme: Kothmale

The BASL National Law Week 2025/2026, which commenced in Kothmale, was successfully
conducted on 10 January, providing legal aid to communities affected by Cyclone Ditwah.
The Bar Association also acknowledges the support extended by the Secretary of the
Nuwara Eliya Bar Association, Mr. Singarajah Mohan Raj.
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JUDGMENTS COMPILED BY THE BASL E-REPORTER COMMITTEE

Co-Chairman: Mr. Thanuka Madhawa Nandasiri

Yathmals Withanslage Samesn Hickeal Perara Vi, Hon, Anrmey-General CATHCDISE/ 14

The Instiute of Chartered Acccuntants of Sri Lanka W Lisned Dissanayske And others CATRTLIOH 022
M. L M. Tynuilah, AAL and Others v C. D, Wickamaraime [mspecior Geneval of Police and Oters SOFRAET 001

Sachith Prabath Wikeraing vi Pelce Indpecior B.S. Chasdasirl, Crime Branch, Police Stalien, Anuradhagoni bed
ey SLTFROIGS 020

Hagai Don Ayssha Sonali ve The Officer-n-Charge, Polica Nangotic Bureay snd Other CATBAL/0401/3 3
Rapersiran Fatricia, Vi Officer in Charge, Police harootics Dureay and Other CA/BALMDGO3 02

KDL Hejarachochi and Cther v Ceylinoo Insuance Company LimSed SCOARFEALS166/2014

Mg Sarajies Thuduwewalls vi KaSthiwakky Kaskanamge Shantha and Dthers SCOAPPEAL/SESIOLR

Ditshan YWandyl ¥ Hon, Astomey Genernl CAHCOC/ 2112007

Samuaeathunga Amchchilage Arosha Sandamali Samarathongs - de Silia v WHLAL. Adikar, Secretary 1o the Minisiry
of hostice & Prison Reformes and Other CA (CPA) DE2/2022 Migh Court Colombo Cave Ko WOEPLIOM0LE

haia Geedera Lianed Thilakarathes Ve The Hon, Attomiay Genersl CATHCCS
D043/2021 High Court of Kegalie Case No. HC/3879/2018

Kkl Kofala Gamage Gaminl Premalemana and Other v Hon. Aftormey General CAMOC /006 | -0082/ 1014 ngh
Coart of Embilgtiya Case N, HCE 36/2007
Muiul Kaiala Gamage Gamini Premaiusman @hd Other v Hon. Atlecnoy General CAMCC/006 1 -006273019 High
Cowrt of Embidatiya Case Mo, HCE 36/2007

Kurudukarage Lalitha Padmini Vs, The Alorney General CATHOCS 01692000 High Cout of Kaltara Case No-
HOBT2 2007

Future fatomnililes [PeT) Limited Vi Condumar AfTains Autharity And others CA-WET-545/2024

Oiverfla Vidana Rankanamiage Chamila Privanga. Vs Hon, Atorney General CA/HOCDOS 172021 High Court of
Hambaniota Case Mo, 10 X2/2011

Sachith Prabath Wigtratna w5 Polics Inspector B.S. Chardreir, Crime Branch, Police STatn, Anurddhapon ded
Oitern SC/FRSIGSTI0 0

Korawage Hanjh alias “Shanifhe® v . Aukman Kemara, Officer-in Charge, The Police Station, Urubokka and Others
SRS IIRI0LT

Constitution Article 12(1) Sisita Canatruction Lid v Read Development Autharily afd Diheis SCYFRSL TS M2

Constitution Articles
13(1), 13(2) and 12(1)

Hadurapperumage Kenchana Frivedarshind Madurapperoma ws Bclum Sangecth, Sub-Inspoctor of Polior, Peliyagoda
Special Crimes Operations Unk snd Others S0TR/ 377000

Cansumer Affairs Futurs Satoonddsbes [Pe1) Limited Ve Consumar Affains Autharity And others CA-WET-S45/2024
Authority
Cantempt of Court The Regetral, Supremne Cowrt of S0 Lanks vs Wichramage Don Dharmasiel Ksrunarstne SCAOONT9/2004
Contractual obigatlomd  ceyian Bask Lirited vs Lanks Milk Foods {CWIL) Limited SC/0HC APPEAL/16/2007 CHE Case No. W [Civil) 15772001
(1
Cantradiction Galpedage Sarath Wijesr] Vs, Demecratic Socialist Republic of S0 Lanka CA/HCCIZ8/21
and naly Gedera Hewage Lionsl Thilkaraihess Ve The Hon, Anomey Generad CATRCCS 004372031 High Cour of Kegale
probabdity Case No. HE/38T9/ 2018
Ca n a John Sehautian Anthony Thamaraja Reagan Vs Hon, Atbormey General CAJCPA/DL 162024
Co-gwnarship Maga Fathi Sediis and Other vi Rajapaisha Fathirennehelage Renuke and Difers SCOAFPEALS3/2018
SCIRCCA/LA Na; 27202008 WRYHCDANGRH Mo; 171/2011F)
et mariisl Commanden|S] B.GAA. Weerasinghe Vs, Commodare KL Senadhecra and others CANRT SIS N1
CPC % 755

CPE Section 84
Credibility
Cradibility of witness
Credibility of withnesses

Kartyawasam Arachchige Frivantha Dayarathna and Other ws Kadinappuliradage Nandagala and Otfers
ST Appeal/BAS201S SO HOCAS LA No. 253/2004 WP HECAS AN TRO/2008 [F)

Eramgics Pabuwaths Withans and eghers v Kuds Wiana Kirenull Ramya D S CARILO07/0004 DC Balspiiya
Case No: 22TISPL

Galgodage Sarath Wijesiri V. Demooatic Sodalist Republic of S Lanka CA/HOC/28/21

Ci der{S] R.GAA s Wi Commodare R Senafeera and offers CANNRT /S1805011

DEshan Wandyl Vs Hon, Atbormey Gerversl CAYHCT/ 20172007

K.DuA, Hewarachehi and Oaher v Caylings Insurance Company LimEed SCIWPPEALS IS6/2014

Danger of |
mvaluation of

Default tax

Defence Evidenca
Defence of Alibi
Défense of alill
Delay in preceedings
Detentfon

Disectary o Mandatery

Discrapancies in the
testimony af witness.
evidence

Distinction betwoenn
lidentification and
recognitien,

Dok slatement

Bock stalement
rejection

Drug trafficking
Ellanberoagh principle
Employer-amployes
relationship
Evidence, Evslustion of

I:’Hﬁ, Ausrunmnnt
o

Exceptional
Circumstances
Exceptional

circumsiances
Exceptional

circumsiances
Exclusive posseasion
Ex-prate

Falr Trial

Habitwal residence

Improbabilities in the
prosecution case
Infarmation by an
Infarmant

Tmtemtion

International Child
Abduction Act, Mo, 10
of 2001, Civil Axpects
al

Interpretation
Irward jouwrmney of
praductions
Judicaturn Act
Jurisdiction

Juirksdiction

Jus flaminis

Labaur tribunal
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Liymnap anage Ariysdaca alies Gadin Bale And others 'V Mon, Mtorney General Ch BIOC 260- 26577018 High Count
of Tengale Cuse Mo, |1/2002 Migh Cowi of Hammbantota Case No, 55/2002

IHC Jayasckara Management Centre [Pvl) Limited vs Commissiones Geneval of frland Revenue SCOAPPEALITS/PO2]
WRHCCAICOL/ 29/ 201 B/RA DC COLOHBD BIR00/TAX

Chamnmi Reshmier Perera ailas Shammi Reshmier Porera ¥a. The Attorney Genersl CACCY 0137/3024

Kaluduru Wisaka Thabrew, and other ¥s Hon, Aflorney General CA HCC/#3- 73720 High Cowt of Balapitiya Case Mo,
HCE 17I3/15

Commander(s] B, GLA A, WerrmiingPs Wi Commadors KR Senadteera and others CAAWRT 53873011
Hegel Don Ayesha Sorall vs The Officer-in-Charge, Pelice Narcotic Bureau and Other CA/BAL/040£/23

M. L M. Tynullah, AAL anad Otbsers vi C. D Wickramaratne [Frapedtor General of Pelice &5 Others SCFRB7/3021

The Enatitite of Chartered Accourtants of S| Lanks Ve Lisoed Distanaysios And ethers CATRTLA 1022

Haldiiru Wisaka Thabiiew, snd other Vs Hon. Abtorney General CA HOC/72- T30 High Couit of Balapitiya Case No.
HCA LTS

Wil Mowala Gaimage Gaminl Premalisriaia and Othes v Hon. Alterney Genersl CAMHCT0061 -D0&3 3010 High
Coart ol Embilgtiys Case Mo, HCE 36/2007

Mkl Korala Gamage Gamin Premskisman and Other va Hon, Attornay Genersl CARCCO06 1 -004.2/ 3010 High
Cowrt of Embiptiyva Case No. HCE 362017

Dishan Wamdyl Wa Hon. Abbodney Gereral CAMHCOC/211,/2007
D@shan Wardyl Vi Hon, Abormegy Gecsral CATROC 2317200 7

Kurudukarage Lalitha Padmini Ws, The Aorney General CATHCOCS 01652000 High Cowt of Kahuitara Case No:
HEAETE 2007

Lakadri Inberraltionsd Freight Ferwarders Priveie Lid vi Assstant Commissiones of Libowt [Cokombe B}
SC/APPEALFIONI024 | SOAAPPEALIZL 024
Thimbirsgsokage Malin Pieris Vs Hon, Aftorney General CA BOC 845719 High Cowrt of Colombss Case Mo, HC 56862001

Lipanaprthvanage Afyadass slas Godm Dale And olfers We Fon, Altornmey Geners C8 POC 280- 2697 2018 Migh Court
of Tehgale Case Mo, 1172007 High Court of Hambantota Case No. 552003

Rajendran Patricla, ¥ OMicer in Charge, Police Narcotics Bunies and Other CAJBRLGE01/ 2023
IRegei Do Ayesha Sonsl we The Dfficer-m-Charge, Police Marcotic Buresa snd Dther CABELT401/23

Juhn Sebastisn Anthony Thawarals Besgen Wi Hon. Altorney Genersd CAFCPROD 163034

Oitveelia Vidana Karkanamiage Chamila Privanga. Ve Mon. Aftorney Genersl CASRCODOBLI0X] High Cowt of
HambBantots Case e, HC 22/3041

Erangikcs Patuwatha Wihana and others Vs Kuda Widana Nimmull Ramya De Siva CARILAOT/ 2024 DC Dalap®iyve
Case No: 227 35PL

Chammi Beshmber Perera alias Shammd Reshomier Perera Ve, The Miomey General CAHOC 01372004

H.OLA. Mejarachchi and Dther v Ceylinoe Inaurance Company LimRed SCAAPPEAL'TEE/014

Samamathungs Arsohchilage Amisha Sandamall Semarathunga - 9& Silva ve W M.R. Adikan, Secretany to the Minksdry
of Justice & Prison Redormms and Dther CA (CPA) 162720027 High Court Colambo Case Moz HC/SPLIO 2008

Crammi Reshmier Perera alias Shamme Reshmier Perer: Ve The Mtomey General CATHOCS D13 72034

Thimbdripolages Malin Pers Ve Hon Altorney General CA HOT 445710 High Court of Coleenbo Case Nao, HC SE85/2011

Palamura Hewage Harshchandra Eumarssinghe Vs Hon. Attorney general CA HOC DOR0/2023 1 Kegalle Noz HC
I p013

Samamthunga Archchilage Anusha Sandamali Semarathunga -« de Siiva ve WM. Adficar, Secretasy to the Mrmtry
of hstios & Prison Reformrs ared Otbeer CA [CPA) 16273007 High Court Colomnbo Case No: HO'SPLIZ0/2008

JHC Jayesekary Management Cesire [PyL) Limited vs Commissioner Genersl of Inland Revenue SCIAPPEALIDS 2021
WRHOCANCOL 20301 8/RA DC COLOMAC BII00,TAX

ThimEnpolige Nakn Piers ¥ Hon Anomay General CA HCD 445719 High Coun of Cosoembo Case No, 80 568672011
Rupia Sarc]inl Thuduwewsile vi KodEhiowakio Kankihamge Shambas shd thers SCAPPEALISE201R

1, K. P Malant Ve W, M, ML B, Wesrssekais Commmsionar Ganersd &f Agharian Development, and cthers
CAMWRT/ 206/ 2018

IMC Jayasekara Hanagement Cestre (Pvit) Limited vs Commissioner General af Inland Revenue SCIAPPEALIDS 2021
WRAHOCA CDLZ9 701 8MA DC COLOMBO EX900,TAX

W, Arthear Dieepal Peiris and Ofhers. vs Ranil Perera SCIAPPEAL/TT/2004

Faps! Hasthaste Pt Lid snd Other va Buwalu Persbandigs Thilakasiil SOOAPPEALITES P22

Convenor: Mr. Susitha Dangahadeniya

Ladk of compcious
Land titls

Lant seen theary
Leass and Leass
Appraval

Legitimate Expectation

Legitimats sxpectation

expeciations

Editors: Mr. V. Kamal Ahamed, Mr. Ayuka Perera

Thepti Don Ayesha Sonall v The OMoer -is-Chaege, Police RifC00 Buresu inhd Other CABALDS01I2Y

Maps Pathirennehelage Sediia e Other w3 Rajapakaha Pethinenoshalags Reroka and Others SCAPPEALIL S 2018
SCIHCCAILA Mot 2T2/E0 10 WRIHCTAIGRH Mot 17020010

Eynafukarage Lafithae Padmini Va. The Aftorney General CAMHCCT 01692020 High Court of Kakotars Cass No!
HWCRTrIony

Forest Ghen Hotel snd Spa (Pvi] Lid and Oghen Vs Secretary, Mmisiry of Land and Parfiamant et and Others
CASWTE T4ET 1R

Lierra Constroction Lid v Basd Developmeent Authaiity and Other SCFR/IIL6EE

Fowrest Glen Hotel and Spa (Pvt] Lid and Othen Ve Secretary, Misistry of Land and Parfament Relomes and Others
CAMWR B4G&TE

LK. PHaland Ve W M. M. B, Wesnsekara Commissinnes General of Agrarien Develogsnent, and offhem
CAWRT 082008

Beigavwalia Arkearakunopes Hudivanssiage Lal Dhammikcs Pushps Kumara v flev. Bengamurwee Sri Ratbeapala
Dammadinngs Thans and Dthers SCAMPSCII00T

List of witn
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Hatlenal Gem amd
Jmwwllory Rutharity At
Ho.50 of 1993

matural flow of water

Hatural Justice

Hatural justice

Mo payment of
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Poisons Gplam and
Dangerous Drugs
Grdinance

Possession of an
wutssmathc flrearm

Possession of
meAhamphetamine
Pre Trial Confernnce

Premeditatien

Presumption sl validity
Pravanticn of
Terrerizm Act

Primary Courts
Procedure Act
Principles in relation 1o

the evaluation of &
dock statemanl

Probability test

Proal of knowledge

Pulbilic Service
CommlaEion

Registared Attormay

Bed Windicatio action

Bellability and
crdibility of withesses,

Remaval of decumant
from cawe record

Re-trial
Revision application

Revisionary and Writ
Jurisdiction

Right of appeal
Right 1o Informatkon

Bole of a Judge in
evaluation of svidence

Rules of natural justice
and misdl slberam
partasm

Section 17 discovery
Saction 17 recavery
Fingle witness
testimany

State Lands [Recovery
of Postession) Aol

State responsibility
Sudden fight
Suppression of material
Fact

Supprosshan of Material
Facts

Tander
Tima Bar

Time-barred appaal
Torture

Torture
Trafficking of

methamphataming
Uhra wires deciaisna

Uncarscianahle lapss
of time

Walidity

VAT Act

Wictim af erima

Hiyakid Dilruk Sanjeewa Fermando v Diyagama Vidanclage Somawathee Perera and Difers S0APPEALNLOZY

Thals Gedera Hewags Lol Thilakarathng Ve The fon, Alomsy General CAMHOCT DRI iSgh Coumnm of Kepalle
Case No. HCI879/2018

ESbichchiye Rastalesge Marwta Sempath Gnanasin Wy Hon, Atbgmey General CA 1800 162/7024 Migh Courd of Chilew
Cxse No, MC D4 000

ERtichohiys Rastilssge Mpnahy Sempath Gnanasil Ve Hen, Attoeney General T4 800 16277034 High Court of Chilsw
Cawe No, HC 04 [P030

Toirmale Wihanalege Sermon Micheal Perera e ten. ARomey-General  CATHOL56/24

uingd Korply Garmage Gaminl Premakumann ansd Osner v Hon, Artorney Genersd CAHOCDDE ] -DD623019 High
Court of EndblipEiya Case Ko, WCE 3672007

Befijaiwalia Akkaikingew Huiliysrselage Lal Dhatnimiis Pt Kumans ¥ e Bengerume 56 Ralbaapals
Dammasdinna Thero snd Others SCIMISCI00Y
W. Arthur Deepal Peirts and Others v Ranil Perers SCUAFPEMLIT/2014

Laskski Internationsl Fremght Forwarders Private Lid vs Assistant Commissioner of LaBour [Colombo East)
SC/APPEALI20/T024 , SCIAPPEALI21/ 2024

Befigaisatts Akkarakutpe Mudiysnslage Lal Dhammia Puahne Kumans o5 Rev. Bengamows B0 Ratbeapala
Dammadinna Thero snd Others SCIMISCIII0E2

Lakidi Internations F Ferwarderd Private Lid ve Addlsfan Commitdonss of Lalour [Colombo East)
ECTAPPEALIDOM 2024 | SCTAPPERLID /2024

STHH Bk Liemited v Lamka Milk Foods (CWE] Limmed SCACHE APPEALTLGMI00T CHE Case N, BE (Chil) 15773001
{1

Easiyawasan Arachchige Privantha Dayarathna and Otfesr v KaSnappuliadegs Handapads and Ofhers
SC/AppealBRI015 507 WCCAT LA No. 259/ 1014 WIF HODAS AV TBO2008 (F)

Rajerwdran Pairics, Vs Oificer in Charge, Pollce Marcotics Bureaa and Other CASDAL D603/ 3033

Delweila Wiatana Kanka Chasrila Privanga. s Hem. Aftormey General CAJHCC/ODE1/ 2021 High Court of
HamDanoes Cass Mo, HC 2272011
Ihegei Don Ayesha Sonall v The Dificer-in-Charge, Police Rarcofic Boresn and Other CA/BAL/DSOLZY

Niyakulsge Dilruk Sanjeema Fernando vi Divagans Vidanslage Sceruniathis Perera and Cihers SCTAPPEALIL202%

NI/ gl e asinghe ¥ Hon. Aftamery gemeral CA HOC 007071073 HE Kogaile Ro; HC

WalFosiarage Shantha Mesril Kurmara Matianal Gem and Jewéllery Acthorsy SCIMISLOL R4
ML L M, Byeillah, AL and Ochers vi C. D Wickramarates Inspector Ganeral of Polics and Cntary SCFRET 1031

Rugsks Sarpjini T [EE v

kiy Kankanamsge Shantha snd (thers SCAFPEALISE/2018

Hakifluie Wisaks Thalwew, and ol ¥s Hon, Minissy Geneial CA HOST2-F120 High Cout of alsgitiyn Case Ka
HCA 1779015

Balgedage Sacath Wieskd Ve, Demaratic Soclaliit Begublic of B Lanka CAMRECTETY
Diéshan Wandy! Yy Flon, Alfomey Gerarsl CAHOL2ILR2017

Dwells Vidana Kankanamisge Chamils Privesgs. Ve Hon. &bormey Genersl CA/ACCAO0A1 /21 High Couwrt ol
Hambardois Case No. HC 3272005

Hadurapperiamags Eanchans Privsdarshinl Masaapperema vi Kelim Sangesth, Sub-Inspector of Police, Peifyagods
Speclal Crimas Ggmrations Unit and Cihers SCAFRFIT0HD

Mohamed Amjad AF Mohanmed Beshad Ye Hon. Parinda Ranaginghe The Hon, Attoresy General & obhers
CA/WRT/DEE224

Kartyawasarm Arachchige Privanttsa Dayarathng and Otter v Kadeappsdiradage Nandapala and Others
SCIAppaslBE7I01S SO HOCA! LA No. F55y 014 WP HOCAS Ay TE0r 008 [F)

Mapa Fathirennefelage Sedins and Other w3 Rajapaicsha Pathirennefelsge Renuks and Oters SCTAPPLALS 199/2018
SCMACCANLA No! ITI/20LA WRHCDANGFH Noc ITL200E(F)

Fadiul Korals Garage Gamini Premaumarna and Other vs Hon, Attorney General CASHCDO06]1 -0062/ 2019 High
Court of EmadipEiya Case No. MOE 36/2017

The Registrar, Supresne Court of Sri Lanka ve Wickramage Don Dharmasin Karunsmtee SCIOONTSIMGE

Liyanapathiranage Amyadacy alas Gadin Bae &nd otfers Ve Hon, Amomey General CA 1800 260-269/2018 High Coort
of Tangalle Case Mo, 1143002 High Cowrt of Hambanicts Case Mo, S5/2002

John Sehastien Anthesry Thavwaeaja Beagan ¥ Hon. Mpormsy Ganeral CAFOPAND ] 16/ 2024

1. M; Chandrika Priyadharshend vs Amimasl Krishna SCTADe2al/6 272018 5.0 (5-RL.) LA, Application No. J58/301T C
A, Appeal No. CA/PHC/T1/ 014 H.C, Case Mo, HONES off 21713 M.C. Hatton Case Mo, 68115/13

Johin Sebadtian Anthoty Thawanaja Reagan Wi Han, Mtorssy General CAJOPASD1 16/ 2024

The Ensuzute of Charered Accoumanss of S Lacka ¥ Licrs Oissaraysbnr And atfsrs CAETI 0200
Lipmnapsthranage Adtyadess sfas Gedin Bate And olfers Vi Hon, Miomey General C& B0 260- 269/ 2010 High Cowt
of Tangalls Case Mo 11/2002 High Cowrt of Hambantcta Case Mo 552002

Forest Cilen 1iotel and Spa (Pyl) Lid end Otfers Vs Secretary, Mingstry of Land and Paillament Reforms and Othets
CAfwne 146/ 1R

Kukul Korala Gamage Gamini Fremansmara and Other ws Hon, Aibamey General CAMCE0061 -0062/2019 High
Coust of Embllipkiya Case No. HCE 38/2017

Diwella Vidana Kank Chamily Privasgs. v Hom, Mierrey Genedal CAMHCC/O0R1P0T]1 High Court of
Hambardots Case Mo, HT 22720010

Difshan Wandyl ¥a Hon. Alloimey Gemeral CATHOD 211052047

1. M, Chandrika Priyadhiarsheni va Asnmasl Knshnag SCHacpeal /622018 5.C. [SFL) LA Appication Mo, 35673017
A Appeal Mo, CA/PIC/I1/2014 M.C. Case Mo, WC/NES g 21713 M.C. Matran Case Mo, 68115711

A Banjith allas “Shusiha® va . Aukman Kumara, OfMees-in Charge, The Police SEatian, Urubokia and DEhers
9.'..|'I'R.|'33-B.|'20 17

Palamrn Hemage irshchasdrs Menaraainghe Wi Hoh, Miaimery genaial CA HOC 00RO 03D HE Kegalle Na: HC
IW2012

Ekgnayake Mudiyarsebge Upul Sanath Kumara Bandara and ofher Vs Pradeshiva Sabha, Mllasis, Morssaics aed
others. CAMNILIIINT]

Commanden 5] AL AA Wasraainghs Vi Commadorns KL Senadhesm anid others CASNRT/S38200 1
Siema Comsiruction Lid ve Apad Dewslopmant Auihceity and Oiners SCOFRSE IS0

The insttute of Chartersd Accountasts of Sr Linka v Lisrsl Dissecirysks And otbers CARRTION 2022
Jatn Sebastian Anthoay Thawadaja Reagen e Hon. Miorrey General CATRAND] 16/ 2024

Korawage Ranjith afias
SC/FR/338/2017

Sachith Prabath Wiseratna ve Police Inspectsr 8.5, Chandrasil, Crima Branch, Polcs Stabien, Asatadhapurs end
Oupstrs SC/FRSIEE 00D

Hegei Don Ayesha Sonall vs The Officer-in-Charge, Police Reroofic Bureau and Other CA/BAL/D401/23

“Ehantha” vs . Rukman Kumara, Officer-in Charge, The Police Station, Uruboika and Others

Veat Fostarage Shantha Merril Kurmara v Mational Gem and lewsllery Aatharsy SCIMISLOATPO1L

Thimbiripolsge Halin Fieris Vs Hon, Ammorney Gereral CA 00 445719 High Court of Cofomio Case Mo, HC S606/201 1
John Sebasiisn Anbhory Thawsraja Beagan We Hon, Attormey General CAFOPAN] 1A/2024

Ji K, PMatend v W M. ML B Wesrasshara Conmasene General of Agrarian Deveipmient, and others
CAMWRT 2068/ 2018

Seylan Bank Limied vs Lanka Milk Foods (CWE) LimBed SC/ACHC APPEAL/ 16/ 2007 OHC Case No. HC {Chil] 15772001
(1

IHE lapasekara Hanagerment Centre [Pyi] LimEed vs Commissioner General of Inland Revenue SEAAPPEAL A0S/ R3]
WRHCCA COL 01 RA DC COLOMBOD BIM00,TAX

Faturs Aistomablies [Pet] Limited Vo Conuamer Affairy Autharsy And sthary CA-WOT-S85/2024

HMobamed &mjad Al Mohamed Beshad s Hon. Parinda Ranasinghe The Hon, Afmrey General & ckhers

CAAWRT/ 0612724

Johin Sebastian Anthenry Thawaraja Reagan Vs Hon, Attormey General CA/CPAMILLG/2024
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RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS COMPLETING SO YEARS AT THE BAR

The BASL Felicitation Night 2026 in recognition and appreciation of the Golden Jubilarians was
held on 20™ March at Grand Maitland. At this event, Supreme Court Justice S. Thurairaja, PC
who retired on that day and the 5 Senior Instructing Attorneys who were appointed in 2024
including Dr. ].M. Swaminathan, SIA, Mr. D.M. Swaminathan, SIA, Mrs. Anoma Goonetilleke, SIA
and Mrs. Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA and Mr. G.G. Arulpragasam, SIA were also recognized

and felicitated.

Golden Jubilarians

1.Mr. Daya Guruge
2.Mr. A. Terence Wickremasinghe
3.Mr. B. M. A. Balasuriya
4.Mr. Edward Ahangama
5.Ms. Neelakanthi Jayaratnam
6.Mr. Maithri Hemachandra Panagoda
7.Ms. Marie Nelumkanthi Jayawardena
8.Ms. Visvamithra Ramani Pereira
9.Ms. Mala Deepthi Wanasinghe
10.Ms. Vaisayanthimala Wijetilleka
11.Ms. Roshana Aboosally Mohamed
12.Hon. Mohan Peiris
13.Mr. C. Palitha J. W. Mathew
14.Mr. Romesh Kalinda Samarakkoody
15.Mr. N. W. Jayawardana
16.Mr. A. P. Chandra Maya Jayasekera, PC

17.Mr. C. M. G. Kroon

18.Mr. Sarath Sunil Manamperi

19.Ms. Menaka Srie Kathar Vidanapathirana
20.Ms. Kokila Devi Meddegoda

21.Mr. Jayaratna Liyanage Samarapala
22.Mr. Kangesu Jeganathan

23.Ms. R. W. M. Punnyah Seneviratne
24.Mr. Don Chandrapala Hettige
25.Mr. Muttukumaru Kanagasegaram
26.Ms. Vallinayaki Srikantha

27.Mr. K. M. Parakrama R. Karunaratne
28.Mr. Lasantha Srinath Salgado
29.Mr. Mervyn Jayalath Samarakoon
30.Ms. R. C. Tissera

31.Mr. Mohamed Sally Aboosaheed
32.Mr. Srilal Mohan Perera

33.Ms. Shiranthi Iris De Lanerolle
34.Mr. Shaul Hameed Ifthikar Hassim

35.Hon. E. L. Basnayake

36.Mr. Dhammika Kitulgoda

37.Ms. Siromi Noelle Wickramasinghe
38.Mr. T. M. Anthonipillai

39.Mr. Wijeratne Dharmasena, PC

40.Mr. S. Tharapathi Jayanaga, PC

41.Mr. Don Edward Merrinus Wasalatantry
42.Mr. Y. A. D. N. A. Wijeratna

43.Mr. Jayah Bangsa

44.Ms. Ruhize Antoenette Noelene Haniffa
45.Ms. Srimathie Kodikara

46.Mr. . A, Don Wilfred Perera

47.Mr. Wahid Ghouze Deen

48.Ms. Ranjini Gunasekera

49.Ms. Dayangani Priyanthi Pieris

50.Mr. A. D. Sarath Gnanasiri Ramanayake
51.Ms. S. N. Salpitikorale

52.Ms. Jayanthi Vinodhan

53.Mr. Suppiah Kumaraswamy

54.Ms. C. L. S. Gunasekera

55.Mr. Douglas De Silva Gunawardana
56.Ms. Lourdes Kanthie Ranasinghe
57.Ms. L. K. Ranasinghe

58.Mr. S. W. P. M. G. Bandara Senanayake
59.Mr. R. Jayawardena

60.Mr. M. J. S. C. Cooray

61.Mr. J. Vernon N. De Rosairo

62.Ms. K. M. Brodie

63.Mr. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC

64.Mr. S. L. Zain Manoon

65.Mr. Rasa Inpakumar Kanagaratnam
66.Mr. Samaratillake Wijesinghe Ekanayake
67.Mr. S. P. S. Edirisinghe
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The Executive Committee for the Year 2025/2026

President
Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya

Deputy President
Mr. Rienzie Arsecularatne, PC

Secret:
Mr. Chathura A. Galhena

Treasurer
Mr. Pasindu Silva

Assistant Secre
Mr. Sarinda Jayawardena

Immediate Past President
Mr. Anura Meddegoda, PC

Executive Committee Members

Mr. Faiz Musthapha, PC

Mrs. Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA

Mr. Chandima Atapattu
Mr. Senany Dayaratne
Mr. Harith De Mel

Mr. Lakshan Dias

Mr. Chamath Fernando
Mr. Wasantha Fernando
Mr. Nuwan Jayawardena
Mr. Thishya Weragoda

Executive Committee Members (Junior Bar)
Mr. Lakshan Abeywardena

Mr. M. S. N. K. Dangahadeniya

Ms. Nikini Mapitigama

Ms. Nadisha Perera

Mr. Lakshan Wijewardena

Regional Representatives

Anuradhapura: Mr. Ranil Weerasekera
Ampara: Mr. A. U. P. Ukwatte

Avissawella: Ms. Priyanga Chandrasena
Badulla: Mr. Bandusena Tennakoon

Batticoloa: Mr. T. Sivanathan

Colombo Zone 1: Mr. Sandun Nagahawatte
Colombo Zone 2: Mr. Anusha Gunesekera
Colombo Zone 3: Mr. Gunaratne Wanninayake

Direct Contact Numbers of Key BASL Staff (For Contact During Office Hours)

Administrative Secretary

Ms. Suranee Samarasekera

Chief Operating Officer

Mr. Thuraisingam Prakalathan

077 3359 569

s.samarasekera@basl.lk

076 440 8342

t.prakalathan@basl.lk

Programme Manager
Ms. Bhashika Jayasinghe

IT Officer

Mr W. Amidu Prabhashwara

077 5888 781
b.jayasinghe@basl.lk

077 7143 388
a.prabashwara@basl.lk

Manager Administration
Mr. Sunil Gamage

Bar Association of Sri Lanka
Headquarters

Chilaw: Mr. Samanpali Amarasinghe
Galle: Mr. Ruwan Asiri De Silva
Gampaha: Mr. Ravindana Kuruppu
Hambantota: Mr. Upali Mohotti, PC
Jaffna: Dr. K. Guruparan

Kalutara: Mr. Kinsula Liyanage

Kandy: Mr. Sunil Weerakoon

Kegalle: Ms. Chitrani Weerasekera
Kurunegala: Mr. Sanjeewa Wijepala
Matara: Mr. Keerthi Dhanushka Jayasinghe
Negombo: Mr. Shian Tissera

Nuwara Eliya: Mr. Gamini Senanayake
Ratnapura: Mr. Sanath Perera
Vavuniya: Mr. Anton Punithanayagam
CLA & GLA: Ms. Himali Urugodawatte

076 4408 336

0112447134 / 011 2331697
info@basl.lk
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HISTORIC BASL DELEGATION TO INDIA

BASL PRESIDENT ADDRESSES INDIAN SUPREME COURT

A 25-member delegation from the Bar Association of Sri Lanka undertook an official visit
to New Delhi from 8™ to 11" March 2026, strengthening legal ties between Sri Lanka and
India. The delegation was led by BASL President Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya and chaired by
Mr. Mohan Balendran. The visit was hosted by the Bar Association of India (BAI) and
featured a series of engagements, including an Indo-Sri Lanka legal dialogue and a : : ) i . By
networking reception. A guided tour of New Delhi was also arranged, fostering : N TR P L U X T e

camaraderie and cultural exchange among members of both associations. t i j J I“ | I

A key highlight of the visit was the delegation’s appearance before the Supreme Court of
India. During this historic occasion, President Rajeev Amarasuriya delivered a formal
address in the Supreme Court marking a significant milestone in bilateral legal relations.
The ceremonial sitting was presided over by Chief Justice of India Hon. Surya Kant,
alongside Hon. Justices R. Mahadevan and Joymalya Bagchi. Several prominent Indian
legal figures were present to welcome the Sri Lankan delegation, including the Attorney
General of India Hon. R. Venkataramani, Solicitor General Hon. Tushar Mehta, and BAI
President Prashant Kumar. Their presence underscored the importance of the visit and
the mutual respect shared between the two legal communities.

The delegation also visited the New Delhi High Court, where they engaged with the Chief
Justice of New Delhi and other High Court Judges. These interactions provided a valuable
platform for exchanging perspectives on legal systems, professional practices, and judicial g -
cooperation. Moreover, Attorney General of India Hon. R. Venkataramani and his wife
hosted the entire BASL delegation at their residence for a cordial meeting.
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MATIONAL TUDICIAL MUSEUM & ARCHIVE
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BASL President addressing the SC of India presided by Hon. Chief
Justice Surya Kant and flanked by the Attorney General of India,
the President of the BAI and Mr. M.A Sumanthiran, P.C
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Meeting with the Chief Justice of the High
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BASL NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
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Chairman
Mr. Chanaka Jayamaha, AAL

Co-Chairman
Mr. Niranjan Arulpragasam, AAL

Convenors

Mr. Ruvindu Bandara, AAL

Mr. Prashan Wickramarathne, AAL
». Matthew David, AAL

ign and Edited by

Deveen Balasuriya, Law Student at KDU
». Hirun Matheesha, Law Student at SLL(

. Chenuka Elwitigala, Law Student at UOC Scan here to watch full address by BASL President :
. Bihandu De Silva, Law Student at UOC before the Supreme Court of India gt 238 Tha Media Platforms through this QR
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