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The Inaugural BASL Human 
Rights Oration 2025
The Inaugural BASL Human Rights Oration, 

held in collaboration with the Commonwealth 

Legal Education Association (CLEA), took 

place on 23rd October 2025 at the Dr. H.W. 

Jayewardene, QC Auditorium of the BASL with 

the participation of then senior most Justice of 

the Supreme Court of India and present Chief 

Justice of India Hon. Justice Surya Kant.

Continued on page 2...

BASL Special 
General Meeting: 
After 14 Years
After 14 years, a Special 
General Meeting of the Bar 
Association of Sri Lanka was 
convened on 15th February at 
the Dr. H.W. Jayewardene, QC 
Auditorium in response to the 
tragic murder of Mr. Buddhika 
Mallawa Arachchi AAL and his 
wife on 13th February. During 
the meeting, the membership 
unanimously resolved to 
refrain from appearing in 
court across the island on 16th

February 2026 as a collective 
professional response.

Continued on page 2th...

29th  National  Law Conference 2025
The 29th National Law Conference 2025 was conducted on 19th 
September 2025 at the Earl's Regency Hotel, Kandy. The NLC 
was a vibrant and highly anticipated gathering which brought 
together legal professionals, academics, and policymakers 
to engage in meaningful dialogue about contemporary legal 
issues and the future direction of the law under the theme of 
"Building a Resilient Sri Lanka"

Continued on page 3...

Junior National Law Conference 2025
As part of its efforts to strengthen the professional 
development of young legal practitioners, the Bar Association 
of Sri Lanka organized the Junior National Law Conference 
2025 through its Junior Bar Committee. The programme 
aimed to enhance guidance between senior and junior 
members of the legal profession.

Continued on page 4...

Lawyers  Stand  Together:  BASL Calls  for 
Justice  &  Rule of Law
On 16th February, members of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka 

staged a nationwide protest and refrained from appearing in 

courts as a collective response to the murder of an attorney and 

his wife in Akuregoda. The incident triggered serious concerns 

within the legal community about the safety of lawyers and the 

broader protection of the Rule of Law in Sri Lanka.

Thousands of lawyers across the country decided to withdraw 

from court proceedings for a day as a mark of protest. The 

decision was made during the Special General Meeting of the 

BASL, re�ecting the gravity of the situation resulting in the 

strong stance taken by the legal profession.
Continued on page 2...

Celebrating 50 Years of Legal Excellence
As part of the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the Bar 

Association of Sri Lanka, "The BASL Golden Jubilee Ball 

2025", took place on 17th October at Cinnamon Grand 

Hotel, Colombo. The event brought together members 

of the legal fraternity for an evening of celebration, 

fellowship, and re�ection on the Association's 

longstanding contributions to society.

Continued on page 6...

Felicitation for Former Chief Justice 
Murdu Fernando, PC & Chief Justice 
Preethi Padman Surasena

In a memorable celebration of service and leadership, 
the legal fraternity recently came together to honour 
Former Chief Justice Her Ladyship Murdu Fernando, 
PC and Chief Justice His Lordship Preethi Padman 
Surasena at a special felicitation dinner organised by 
the Bar Association of Sri Lanka. The event, held at the 
Imperial Monarch in Kotte, brought together over 800 
members of the legal profession.

Continued on page 5...

217 Programmes Conducted
During 2025/2026

Continuous Professional Development 

National Law Conference 0 1

Junior National Law Conference  0 1

BASL National Symposiums 02

Certi�cate Courses  06 

Nithi Neethi Programmes 1 6

BASL Webinars 88

BASL Workshops 2 2

BASL Seminars 1 6

BASL Legal Symposiums 02

BASL Mini Symposiums 08

BASL Other Symposiums 03

BASL Junior Orientation 04

Junior Bar Forums 02

BASL Special Leadership Sessions 02   

  173

Corporate Social Responsibility

Legal Awareness Programmes 06

Legal Aid Programmes  06   

1 2

Social & Member Networking

BASL Neethi Ranga  0 1

BASL Golden Jubilee Dance 0 1

BASL Member Networking Initiatives 1 0

BASL Legal Nights  03   

1 5

Other  

BASL Orations 02

BASL Felicitation Events 02 

BASL Remembrance Day  0 1

Sports Events 02

Other Programmes 0 1

BASL Library Book Discussions  09   

1 7

Total  217

I N T R O D U C I N G  A  N E W  F O R M AT  F O R  BAS L  N E WS



Pursuant to this resolution, across 90 branches its members refrained from appearing 
in courts throughout the country on 16th February 2026, the first working day following 
the General Meeting. Members further expressed their appreciation for the expeditious 
convening of the Special General Meeting held for the first time in fourteen years and 
organized within less than fourty-eight hours which enabled the Association to deliber-
ate and arrive at a firm and unified decision at a moment of considerable significance 
for the profession. Less than seventy-two hours of the incident, the legal community had 
mobilized an unprecedented island-wide professional action, drawing the attention of 
the State and the wider public to the gravity of the circumstances.

The oration was delivered by Hon. Justice Surya Kant, the senior-most Judge of the 
Supreme Court of India, on the theme “Strengthening a Legal Aid System to Achieve 
Human Rights of Marginalised and Minorities: The Indian Case Study.” The event was 
organised by the BASL Human Rights Committee and marked a significant milestone in 
promoting dialogue on access to justice and the protection of fundamental rights. The 
oration highlighted the importance of an effective legal aid system in ensuring the 
realisation of human rights, particularly for vulnerable and marginalised communities. 

The BASL appreicates the work of the BASL Human Rights Committee comprising 
Chairman Mr. Lakshan Dias, Co-Chairs Mr. Prasanna Arahampath and Mr. Rohana 
Muthumala and Convenors Ms. Swasthika Arulingam and Co-Convenors Mr. Akram 
Waseem, Mr. Rajeendra Kandegedera and Mr. Lakshan Wijewardena.

Subsequently, the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka had the distinct honour of welcoming 
Justice Surya Kant. The occasion was further graced by the presence of Prof. (Dr.) S. 
Sivakumar, President of Commonwealth Legal Education Association, and Dr. Vikram 
Singh Arya, Vice-President of the Association. Notably, Justice Surya Kant later assumed 
office as the 53rd Chief Justice of India on 24th November 2025.

The nominations for the posts of President and Secretary for the 
year 2026/2027 were accepted by the Presiding Officer, Hon. Viraj 
Dayaratna, PC, Solicitor General, on 13th January 2026 at the BASL 
Secretariat. Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya submitted his nomination for 
the post of President, while Mr. Nalin Chandika De Silva submitted 
his nomination for the post of Secretary.

Since only one candidate each handed over the nominations for 
the posts of President and Secretary, The Hon. Solicitor General 
declared that Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya was elected uncontested for 
the post of President and Mr. Nalin Chandika De Silva was elected 
uncontested for the post of Secretary for the year 2026/2027.

Rule of Law Committee 

Chairman: Mr. Senani Dayarathne, AAL

Co-Chairman: Shiraz Noordeen, AAL

Convenors

Mr. Migara Doss, AAL

Mr. Iresh Senavirathne, AAL

Mr. Jayantha Dehiaththage, AAL



The National Law Conference 2025, conducted from 24th to 26th October 2025 at the Earl’s Regency Hotel, Kandy. The Conference centered on the theme “Building a Resilient Sri Lanka.” 
The primary objective was to equip the legal community to address evolving legal and sociological challenges alongside prevailing economic hardships.

The Conference was distinguished by the presence of Justice Suriya Kant as the Guest of Honour and Justice Preeti Padman Surasena as the Chief Guest. Notably, for the first time, a 
delegation of senior advocates from India participated, with several contributing scholarly papers. The inauguration ceremony featured a keynote address by Justice Suriya Kant. The 
event hosted over 250 delegates, representing the bar, tri-forces, police, state sector and corporate sector. Ten moderated technical sessions were conducted, featuring eminent panellists 
from the judiciary, legal practice, academia and private sector.



The BASL, through its Junior Bar Committee, successfully conducted the Junior National 
Law Conference 2025 as a flagship professional development initiative. The residential 
conference was held from 14th to 16th  November 2025 at Jetwing Blue, Jetwing Beach, and 
Jetwing Sea, bringing together approximately 400 junior practitioners from across Sri 
Lanka by marking the largest gathering of the junior bar to date. The event complemented 
the Social Impact Campaign held on 4th September 2025, a strategic initiative to advance 
professional development and engagement among junior lawyers.

The conference was graced by the Attorney General Parinda Ranasinghe and Supreme 
Court Justice S. Thurairaja as Guests of Honour. The conference held under the theme 
“Raise the Bar,” aimed to enhance professional standards while reinforcing the ethical 
and social responsibilities of legal practitioners.

Gala Night 2025 marked the concluding social highlight of the flagship conference. It was 
held under a Masquerade theme, creating an elegant and engaging atmosphere that 
encouraged networking and camaraderie among participants.

Junior Bar Forum #1 organized in partnership with the Junior National Law Conference 
2025, was convened at the BASL auditorium on 26th September 2025. Junior Bar Forum #2 
was held on 27th March 2026. The events brought together law students, apprentices, and 
junior practitioners, serving as a platform for professional dialogue, mentorship, and 
engagement within the legal community. The initiative reflects a continued commitment 
to strengthening the institutional development of the junior Bar and supporting the 
professional formation of emerging future members.



The BASL hosted the traditional felicitation dinner in honour of 
former Chief Justice Her Ladyship Hon. Murdu Fernando, PC, 
and the present Chief Justice His Lordship Hon. Preethi 
Padman Surasena on 24th September 2025 at Imperial Monarch 
Hotel. The event was attended by Minister of Justice Hon. 
Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney General Hon. Parinda 
Ranasinghe PC, and many other dignatories. The occasion 
brought together over 800 Members of the legal fraternity to 
honour the distinguished service and contributions of the Chief 
Justices to the judiciary and the administration of justice in Sri 
Lanka.

The 35th Presidents of Law Associations in Asia (POLA) Summit was held in New Delhi, India, from 28th to–29th  August 
2025 at the India Habitat Centre, hosted by the Bar Association of India. The Summit brought together Presidents and 
representatives of leading law associations across Asia to engage in discussions on contemporary legal developments 
and challenges faced by the legal profession in the Asia-Pacific region. The summit theme of “Developments in Law: 
Concerns and Challenges for the Legal Profession in Asia-Pacific,” addressed key topics including the growing impact 
of artificial intelligence on legal practice, the protection of human rights, and the continued strengthening of the 
Rule  of Law within the region. President of BASL, Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya represented Sri Lanka at the summit.

The 38th LAWASIA Conference was held in Hanoi, Vietnam, from 11th to 13th October 2025 at the Hanoi Daewoo 
Hotel. The conference was organised by LAWASIA in collaboration with the Vietnam Bar Federation and brought 
together legal professionals, judges, academics, and policymakers from across the Asia-Pacific region. The 
conference focused on the theme “Transacting in the Asia-Pacific in Legal, Cultural and Environmental 
Challenges.” The sessions explored key issues relating to regional trade, cross-border legal practice, dispute 
resolution, and sustainability in the evolving economic and legal landscape of the Asia-Pacific. Sri Lanka had the 
second largest delegation with 43 Members.
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As part of the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the BASL, a commemorative 
bell-ringing ceremony was held at the Colombo Stock Exchange (CSE) on 7th

October. The event symbolised the longstanding partnership between the legal 
profession and the financial sector in supporting Sri Lanka’s institutional and 
economic development.

The CSE was represented by its Chairman Mr. Dimuthu Abeyesekera, Chief 
Executive Officer Mr. Rajeeva Bandaranaike, and members of the senior 
management team. The BASL delegation was led by President Mr. Rajeev 
Amarasuriya and Secretary Mr. Chathura Galhena, together with members of the 
BASL Executive Committee and members of the legal profession. The event 
concluded with the ceremonial ringing of the market-opening bell, serving as a 
symbolic gesture of collaboration between the legal and financial sectors and 
underscoring the role of both institutions in fostering confidence, stability, and 
development in Sri Lanka.

The BASL Golden Jubilee Ball 2025 was held on 17th October at 
the Cinnamon Grand Colombo as part of the Bar Association of 
Sri Lanka’s golden jubilee celebrations. The event brought 
together members of the legal fraternity for an evening of 
celebration, fellowship, and reflection on the Association’s 
long-standing contribution to the legal profession and the 
administration of justice in Sri Lanka. The programme featured 
live music and entertainment, creating a memorable and 
engaging atmosphere for all attendees.

During the event, Cinnamon Grand Colombo also launched a 
special Loyalty Programme in partnership with BASL, offering 
exclusive benefits to members of the Association. The event was 
meticulously coordinated by the BASL Golden Jubilee Dance 
Committee, chaired by Mr. Asela Rekawa, with the support of 
Co-Chairpersons Ms. Thanushka Gunawardena and Mr. Lakmal 
Rathnayake. Convenors Mr. Krishan Fernandopulle, Ms. 
Tharika Ruwanpura, and Mr. Ruven Weerasinghe, along with 
the wider committee, ensured the evening’s success. The theme, 
inspired by “A Night at Caesar’s Palace,” added grandeur to the 
golden jubilee celebration.
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The 2nd BASL Legal Symposium was held in Udawalawe from 
8th to 10th August 2025. The symposium brought together 
members of the legal profession for a series of discussions 
and knowledge sharing sessions on matters of legal practice 
and professional development. The event was attended by 
many senior members of the legal profession, providing a 
valuable platform for engagement and professional 
exchange. On Day 01, Mr. Dushyantha Silva and Mr. Milinda 
Wattegedera spoke on the conservation of Leopards and 
thereafter Session 1 was conducted by Hon. Udesh Ranatunga. 
High Court Judge, Session 2 was delivered by Mr. Upali 
Mohotti, PC. Session 3 was led by Mrs. Shiranthi 
Gunawardena, SIA. Session 4 featured a discussion with BASL 
President Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya. On Day 2, Session 5 was 
conducted by Mr. Priyantha Alagiyawanna and Session 6 was 
delivered by Hon. Ranga Dissanayake, Director General of 
CIABOC.

The BASL Second National Data Protection Symposium was held on 6th January 
2026 at the Cumulus Ballroom, Cinnamon Life, Colombo, under the theme   
“Safeguarding Privacy in the Age of Intelligence: From Legal Compliance to 
Ethical Innovation.”. The Keynote Address was delivered by His Lordship Justice 
Arjuna Obeyesekera, Judge of the Supreme Court. The Symposium was Chaired 
by Mr. Revan Weerasinghe, AAL.

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka, in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Women 
Lawyers’ Association, conducted a symposium on Hire Purchase and Leasing on 
23rd  August 2025 at the BASL Auditorium. The programme addressed important 
legal and practical aspects relating to hire purchase, finance leasing, recovery 
procedures, and vehicle related claims under the applicable legal framework. 
The session featured resource persons Mr. Upali Mohotti, PC, Mrs. Shiranthi 
Gunawardena, SIA and Mr. Chaminda Hettiarachchi, AAL, Director Legal of 
Central Finance PLC. 



The Inaugural ADR Lawyers Symposium 2026 was held on 1st February 2026 at 
Cinnamon Life, Colombo. The symposium focused on the theme of appropriate 
dispute resolution and explored the evolving role of lawyers in alternative 
dispute resolution mechanisms. The programme brought together a 
distinguished panel of local and international speakers including Dr. K. 
Kanag-Isvaran, PC, former acting Chief Justice Shiranee Tilakawardane, and 
International Resource Persons among several other experts who shared their 
knowledge and experiences with participants.

The BASL National Capital Markets Symposium was held on 26th February 2026 
at Cinnamon Life, Colombo. The symposium discussed the developments and 
emerging issues relating to capital markets in Sri Lanka. The Keynote Address 
was delivered by His Lordship Justice Yasantha Kodagoda, PC. The Symposium 
was Chaired by Mrs. Ayanthi Abeywickrama, Co-Chaired by Mr. Renuke 
Wijewardena, and the Symposium Secretary was Mr. Pasan Weerasinghe, and 
supported by the BASL Programme Office. 

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka, in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Women 
Lawyers’ Association, organised a symposium related to land matters titled, 
“Land: An Asset; A Liability or Both?” on 19th November 2025 at the BASL 
Auditorium. The session addressed key legal issues relating to land as security 
for loans, the enforceability of such securities, and matters connected with 
testamentary proceedings. The Symposium featured Mr. Palitha Kumarasinghe, 
PC, and Ms. Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA who shared valuable insights with 
members of the legal profession.



The BASL Mini Symposium Series was successfully inaugurated in Galle on 19th  
August, with the participation of members of the legal profession in the region. 
The programme marked the commencement of a series of regional 
engagements aimed at strengthening professional knowledge-sharing and 
collaboration among practitioners. The event was organised with the support of 
the Galle Law Association, under the leadership of its President, Mr. Ruwan Asiri 
De Silva, together with the office bearers and committee of the Association. The 
programme featured Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya, President of the BASL, and Mrs. 
Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA, as resource persons.

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 02 was held on 2nd September 2025 at the 
Mahara Court Complex, in collaboration with the Mahara Bar Association 
chaired by President Ms. Ramani Seneviratne. The symposium focused on key 
aspects of criminal law and civil law and formed part of the BASL Mini 
Symposium Series aimed at engaging members of the legal profession at 
regional level. The keynote addresses were delivered by Mr. Sarath Jayamanne, 
PC, and Mr. Lasitha Kanuwanarachchi, Attorney at Law, who shared their 
insights and professional experience with the participants.

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 3 was held on 16th September for the Matara 
Zone, bringing together members of the legal profession for a session of 
continuous legal education. The programme featured Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya, 
President of the BASL, and Mrs. Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA, as resource 
persons. The symposium was organised with the support of the Matara Bar 
Association under the leadership of its President and BASL Zonal Vice 
President Mr. Keerthi Dhanushka, together with Secretary Mr. Gayan Prasanga 
and the committee, with support from the Galle Zonal Vice President Mr. Ruwan 
Asiri De Silva. 

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 04 was held on 16th October 2025 at the Municipal 
Council Auditorium, Gampaha. The symposium was organized in collaboration 
with the Gampaha Lawyers’ Association chaired by President Mr. Chandima 
Wijeratne as part of the islandwide BASL Mini Symposium Series aimed at 
strengthening continuous legal education among members of the profession. 
The programme addressed key aspects of civil and criminal law, including 
matters relating to small claims, recovery of possession of premises given on 
lease, and recent developments in Sri Lankan criminal law. Resource persons 
included Mr. Vasantha Gajanayake, PC, and Mr. Prasantha Lal De Alwis, PC.



The BASL Mini Symposium No. 05 was held on  28th October 2025 at the Mount 
Lavinia Court Complex in collaboration with the Mount Lavinia Bar Association 
chaired by President Mrs. Champa De Soyza. The symposium formed part of the 
islandwide BASL Mini Symposium Series aimed at strengthening continuous 
legal education among members of the legal profession. The programme 
addressed recent developments in Sri Lankan criminal law and key aspects of 
condominium law. Resource persons for the session included Mr. Dharshana 
Kuruppu, Mr. Senaka De Saram, and Mr. Kapila Gamage.

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 06 was held on 11th November 2025 at Nugegoda 
as part of the BASL Mini Symposium Series. The programme conducted in 
collaboration with the Nugegoda Bar Association chaired by President Mr. 
Uditha Hiripitiya brought together members of the legal profession to engage 
in discussions on key legal issues and recent developments in practice. 
Sessions by Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC and Mr. G.G. Arulpragasam, SIA provided an 
opportunity for Members to participate in professional dialogue and to 
strengthen their knowledge through continuous legal education.

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 7 was held on 15th November 2025 in Horana in 
collaboration with the Horana Bar Association chaired by President Mr. 
Samantha Mallawaarachchi. The Resource Persons were Mr. U.R. De Silva, PC 
and Mr. Upali Mohotti, PC. The symposium provided an opportunity for 
practitioners to discuss key legal issues and share knowledge while 
strengthening collaboration among the lawyers.

The BASL Mini Symposium No. 8 was held on 21st November 2025 at the 
Colombo High Court in collaboration with the Colombo High Court Lawyers’ 
Association chaired by President Ms. Inoka Perera. The programme brought 
together members of the legal profession to discuss important legal issues in 
practice. The Resource Persons were High Court Judge Hon. Manjula 
Thillakeratne and Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC. 



The New Member Welcome and Orientation Programme for the November 2025 Cohort 
was held on 13th, 14th and 15th December 2025 at the BASL Auditorium. This three-day 
programme aimed to guide 530 newly enrolled attorneys as they entered the legal 
profession. Each day began with registration followed by an inauguration ceremony. The 
event featured welcome addresses, keynote speeches, and important engagements by 
distinguished members of the legal fraternity. The keynote addresses over the three days 
were delivered by Dr. K. Kanag Isvaran, PC, Supreme Court Justice, His Lordship Justice 
S. Thurairaja, PC and Attorney General Hon. Parinda Ranasinghe, PC, whose valuable 
insights and experience greatly enriched the programme. 

The main topics covered during the programme included the Art of Advocacy, focusing 
on courtroom skills and presentation techniques, and advocacy in examinations. Ethical 
practice was also a major focus, with sessions on work ethic stressing integrity, 
responsibility, and adherence to professional standards. This initative was supported by 
the US Embassy and Leads. 
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The Nithi Neethi Sasi series supported by JICA was 
recommenced on 20th September 2025 at Amari Colombo, with 
Chief Justice His Lordship Preethi Padman Surasena as the 
Chief Guest. This Series was originally introduced during the 
Presidency of Mr. Saliya Pieris, PC and under the leadership of 
Mr. Upali Mohotti, PC.

The Inauguration featured an esteemed panel including Hon. 
Yvonne Fernando, Civil Appeal High Court Judge, Hon. Ranga 
Dissanayake, Director General of the CIABOC, Mr. Saliya Pieris, 
PC, Mr. Azard Navavi, PC, Additional Solicitor General, Mr. 
Thanuka Nandasiri, AAL, Ms. Damayanthi Karunarathne and 
Ms. Renuka Jayasundara, Deputy Inspector General of Police. 
The session concluded with remarks by Hon. Justice (Rtd.) 
Shiranee Tilakawardane.



The BASL, in collaboration with LEADS, conducted a series of Juvenile Justice 
Workshops for members of the legal profession across multiple provinces. 
The workshops were held on 24th May 2025 in the Northern Province, 23rd

August 2025 in Kandy, and 8th November 2025 in Badulla, in partnership with 
the respective Branch Associations. 

The workshops featured an open dialogue with BASL President Mr. Rajeev 
Amarasuriya, facilitated by Dr. M. A. M. Hakeem, AAL, Senior Lecturer at the 
University of Colombo, and Deputy Director of the Centre for the Study of 
Human Rights. Dr. Hakeem also conducted the sessions across all workshops.

The BASL, in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Police, conducted two workshops to enhance 
legal awareness among police officers. The first was held on 3rd August 2025 in Kurunegala 
for officers of the Kurunegala Police Division, while the second took place on 20th 

September 2025 in Marawila, covering the Puttalam, Nikaweratiya, Kuliyapitiya, and 
Chilaw Divisions.

The sessions addressed key areas including criminal investigation and court procedures, 
with the participation of distinguished resource persons from the Judiciary, Attorney 
General’s Department, the Bar and Senior Police Leadership. Collectively, the workshops 
engaged over 800 officers, contributing significantly to strengthening legal knowledge and 
professional capacity within the police service.

Workshop for Legal Officers of the State Sector on “changes made to the 
Bribery Law and the impact of bribery and corruption” on organisations was 
held on  22nd  October 2025 at the BASL Mini Auditorium. The programme was 
organised by the Government Legal Officers’ Association in collaboration with 
the Bar Association of Sri Lanka and the Commission to Investigate 
Allegations of Bribery or Corruption. The workshop provided an opportunity 
for legal officers in the state sector to gain a deeper understanding of the legal 
framework relating to anti corruption and its implications.

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka conducted a workshop titled “The Art of Advocacy” on  
20th  September, for junior members with the support of the United States Department of 
Justice. The programme focused on developing practical advocacy skills including leading 
evidence, cross examination, re examination, and the effective conclusion of a case. The 
sessions were conducted by Mr. Kuvera De Zoysa, PC, and Ms. Kimberly Sokolich, Resident 
Legal Advisor of the United States Department of Justice OPDAT programme, who shared 
valuable practical insights with participants.

A residential seminar titled “Human Rights and Lawyering During the Times of Crisis for 
Lawyers of Sri Lanka” was held from  17th to 19th of October 2025 at Hotel Amaara Forest, 
Sigiriya. The programme was organised by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka in 
collaboration with the Max Planck Foundation for International Peace and the Rule of Law. 
The seminar was conducted for members of the Bar in the North Central Province and 
focused on the role of lawyers in safeguarding human rights and applying rights based 
approaches to legal practice during periods of political and economic crisis.

A Specialized Training Module on Advocacy was conducted on 28th January 
2026 at the BASL for Attorneys-at-Law with two to eight years of practice. The 
programme was designed to enhance practical advocacy skills, with particular 
emphasis on courtroom presentation, case analysis, and effective legal 
argumentation. The session was conducted by Mr. Paul Mylvaganam, 
Barrister-at-Law from the United Kingdom, who shared valuable professional 
experience and practical insights with participants, contributing to the 
development of their advocacy skills.

Commercial Contracts programme was held on  19th January 2026 at the 
Auditorium of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka. The programme was 
organised by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka in collaboration with the 
Association of Corporate Lawyers Sri Lanka. The seminar featured 
distinguished speakers including Hon. Justice (Rtd.) Priyantha Jayawardena, 
PC, retired Judge of the Supreme Court, Dr. K. Kanag-Isvaran, PC, and Mr. 
Susantha Balapatabendi, PC, former Senior Additional Solicitor General. The 
session was moderated by Mr. Shanaka Cooray, Attorney at Law.



The BASL Standing Committee on Law Students’ Skills Development organised a 
familiarization programme for the 150th Batch of Sri Lanka Law College students on  1st

of  2025. The programme included guided visits to the Supreme Court and the Court of 
Appeal, followed by an orientation session at the Bar Association of Sri Lanka. Further, 
session featured a lecture on leadership delivered by Senior Professor Ajantha 
Dharmasiri. The programme was organised under the leadership of Mr. Malraj B. 
Kiriella, Chairman, and Mr. Boopathi Kahathuduwa, Convenor of the BASL Standing 
Committee on Law Students’ Skills Development, together with the Law Students’ Union 
of Sri Lanka Law College.

An address on Integrity in the Legal Field was delivered by BASL President Mr. Rajeev 
Amarasuriya to the newly admitted group of 330 students of the Law Faculty at the 
University of Colombo on 19th December 2025. The session highlighted the ethical duties 
of legal practitioners and emphasized the importance of integrity, professionalism, and 
upholding the Rule of Law in the legal profession. It also gave students an early insight into 
the principles, values, and standards expected of members of the Bar.

At the invitation of the Legal Directorate of the Sri Lanka Air Force, BASL President Mr. 
Rajeev Amarasuriya addressed senior officers of the Tri-Forces comprising the Sri Lanka 
Army, Navy, and Air Force on 8th September. The address focused on the theme of “Ethics, 
Honour, Integrity, and Respect for Military Discipline,” focusing on the importance of 
principle in both the legal profession and the armed forces. BASL President Mr. Rajeev Amarasruriya addressed the new entrants of the Faculty of 

Law at General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University on  9th  January 2026. The session 
focused on the ethical responsibilities of legal practitioners and the importance of 
integrity, professionalism, and respect for the rule of law within the legal profession. The 
programme provided an opportunity for students to gain an early understanding of the 
values and standards expected of members of the Bar.

The first BASL Legal Awareness Programme Series 2025 was conducted on  9th  October 
2025 at the Urban Council, Hikkaduwa. The programme was organised by the BASL Legal 
Awareness Committee and focused on several practical legal issues relating to land and 
local government administration, including road servitudes, demarcation of boundaries, 
land acquisition, land development, and assessment taxes. Resource persons for the 
session were Mr. Chandima Muthukumarana, AAL and Mr. Theja Abeywickrama, AAL. 
The programme was organised under the leadership of Chairperson Dr. Dayani 
Panagoda, Co-Chairpersons Ms. Himali Kularatne and Mr. Dinesh Widanapathirana and 
Convenor Mr. Budhdhika Thilakaratne together with the committee and Co-convenors of 
the BASL Legal Awareness Committee.

A programme on Professional Ethics was organised by the Panadura Bar on 24th  January 
2026 with the participation of members of the legal profession in the region. The session 
focused on the importance of maintaining ethical standards, professional responsibility, 
and integrity in legal practice. The programme provided an opportunity for practitioners 
to reflect on the ethical obligations of members of the Bar and to engage in discussions on 
upholding the highest standards of professionalism in the administration of justice.



The second workshop of the BASL Professional Skills Development Seminar Series 
for Law Students was held on  6th  August 2025 at the Dr. H. W. Jayewardene QC 
Auditorium. Organised by the BASL Law Students’ Skills Development Committee, 
the session focused on developing essential soft skills for future members of the 
legal profession. The programme featured Mr. Fouzul Hameed, Managing Director 
of Hameedia, and Ms. Nayana Karunaratne, Director of Salon Nayana and IHB 
Education, who shared insights on personal grooming, professional attire, body 
language, confidence building, and personality development. The programme was 
organised under the leadership of Committee Chair Dr. Malraj Kiriella and 
Convenor Mr. Boopathy Kahathuduwa.

The BASL Special Skills Development Programme for members with less than seven years 
of practice was held on  2nd  March 2026 at Cinnamon Life with the support of the United 
States Department of Justice. The programme focused on enhancing practical and 
professional skills and provided an opportunity for junior members of the Bar to benefit 
from training content that had previously been conducted for newly admitted members. 
The symposium saw over 200 junior members participating and provided valuable 
insights aimed at strengthening the knowledge and professional development of young 
practitioners. The Resource Persons were His Lordship Yasantha Kodagoda PC, Justice of 
the Supreme Court, Ms. Kimberly Sokolich, Resident Legal Advisor of U.S. Embassy, Mr. 
Rajeev Amarasuriya, President of BASL, Mr. Saliya Peiris PC and Mr. Kuvera de Zoysa PC.

Resolving Criminal Cases through Plea Agreements under the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act No. 50 of 2024 was formed as part of a series of programmes organised 
with the support of the United States Department of Justice through the U.S. Embassy in Sri Lanka, providing valuable insights into plea agreement mechanisms.

• First Seminar: Galle - Resource Persons included High Court Judge Hon. Udesh Ranathunge. The workshop was supported by Ms. Kimberly Sokolich, Resident Legal Advisor of the US 
Embassy, and Ms. Deepamala Jayasinghe.

• Second Seminar: Colombo - Resource Persons included Mr. Neville Abeyratne, PC, Ms. Kimberly Sokolich, Resident Legal Advisor of U.S. Embassy, DOJ-OPDAT and Mr. Patrick J Ehlers, 
Senior Deputy Defender, Oregon Public Defense Commission.

• Third Seminar: Anuradhapura - Resource persons included Hon. Justice Yasantha Kodagoda, PC, Ms. Kimberly Sokolich, Resident Legal Advisor of the U.S. Embassy DOJ OPDAT 
programme, and Mr. Patrick J. Ehlers, Senior Deputy Defender of the Oregon Public Defence Commission. 

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka launched the BASL Junior Practitioners Placement 
Programme as an initiative to support junior members of the profession who face 
difficulties in securing placements in law chambers, law firms, or other legal institutions. 
The programme aims to assist young practitioners in gaining practical experience and 
professional exposure within the legal field. The initiative is implemented through the 
BASL Junior Bar New Opportunities Committee under the leadership of its Chairman Mr. 
Chandima Atapattu, together with Convenors Mr. Krishan FernandoPulle, Mr. Sineth 
Kassapa Bandara, Ms. Praveena Muhandiram, Mr. Geeth Karunarathna, Mr. Lakshan 
Wijewardena, and Ms. Yohani Jacob Yoharajah.



The formal launch of the E-Courts initiative, led by His Lordship the Chief Justice, took 
place on 12th September 2025 at the Judges’ Training Institute with the introduction of the 
Supreme Court Web Portal and E-Case Management System. This initiative marks a 
significant milestone in modernizing the administration of justice in Sri Lanka. 

A Remembrance Ceremony was organised and held on 28th February, 2026 at the BASL 
Auditorium to pay tribute to the members of the Association who had passed away during 
the period February 2025 to January 2026. Seventy Eight members’ lives and service were 
honoured at this ceremony. 

As part of advancing the digital transformation of the legal sector, the Bar Association of 
Sri Lanka enabled the use of LankaSign Digital Signatures, facilitated by LankaPay, for the 
digital signing of electronic documents from  5th January 2026. This initiative represents 
an important step towards modernizing legal processes and promoting secure digital 
documentation. The event was attended by Mr. Chaminda Bandara, Assistant Governor of 
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka and Co-Chair of the National Certification Authority (NCA) 
Taskforce, Mr. Jayantha Fernando, Co-Chair of the NCA Taskforce, Mr. Channa de Silva, 
CEO of LankaPay, and Mr. Dinuka Perera, Deputy CEO of LankaPay, along with other 
officials. 

A three day residential workshop titled “Access to Justice Programme” 2026 was held from  27th  February to  1st March 
2026 at the Araliya Red Hotel, Nuwara Eliya. The programme was organised by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka in 
collaboration with iProbono and was designed for Attorneys at Law practising in the Central Province with less than ten 
years of professional experience. The workshop focused on practical legal education, litigation and advocacy skills, 
human rights focused legal aid approaches, and engagement with law enforcement with aiming to strengthen 
professional skills and promote rights based legal practice in advancing access to justice.





The South Asian Regional Workshop on Human Rights was held on 20th – 21st

September 2025 at the BASL Auditorium. The event brought together distinguished 
legal professionals and human rights experts from across South Asia to discuss 
pressing human rights issues and regional cooperation.

The workshop was organized by the BASL Standing Committee on Human Rights, in 
collaboration with the United Nations and South Asians for Human Rights. President 
of the Court of Appeal His Lordship Justice Rohantha Abeysuriya, PC was the Chief 
Guest and delivered an apt Keynote Address recalling ties with SAARC Law. The event 
provided a valuable platform for dialogue on human rights challenges in South Asia, 
promoting collaboration among legal experts, policymakers, and civil society 
representatives in the region.

Volume 16 of the Junior Bar Law Journal was officially launched on 24th of March marking 
a significant milestone for the Junior Bar. The event featured a thought-provoking and 
meaningful keynote address delivered by Chief Guest, Justice of the Supreme Court His 
Lordship Sobhitha Rajakaruna, centered on the importance of always acting with a good 
conscience. BASL extend appreciation to Mr. Aadhes Thurairaja for successfully leading 
the Editorial Team for a second consecutive year, as well as to the members of the 
Editorial Team for their dedicated efforts. Recognition is also due to the Junior Bar, under 
the leadership of Mr. Thishya Weragoda, for their contribution to the successful 
organization of this event.



The Bar Association of Sri Lanka organised a Medical Camp for its members on 23rd

January 2026 at the Galle Court premises, in collaboration with the Galle Law Society. This 
initiative was exclusively for members of the Bar Association  The programme provided 
members with access to medical consultations and health screenings, focusing on 
concerns such as stress-related conditions and lifestyle-related health issues. 

The BASL Women Lawyers’ Support Circle was inaugurated on 29th September 2025, as a 
new initiative of the BASL Women Lawyers’ Committee, aimed at fostering mentorship, 
support, and professional development among women in the legal profession. The 
initiative seeks to create a platform where women lawyers can share experiences, discuss 
challenges, and strengthen leadership within the profession.

The inaugural session was held under the theme “Breaking Moulds: Leadership Lessons 
for Women in Law,” featuring Ms. Ayomi Aluvihare, AAL and Precedent Partner FJ&G de 
Saram. The session explored issues of leadership, resilience, and the evolving role of 
women in law. Appreciation is extended to the Chairperson Ms. Faisza Markar, PC, 
Co-Chairperson Ms. Nirupa Serasinghe, and Convenors Ms. Yohani Jacob Yoharajah and 
Ms. Hana Haffee for spearheading this important initiative.

The first BASL Bookshop and Service Point outside Colombo was inaugurated on 23rd

February 2026 at the Kandy Courts Complex in collaboration with the Kandy Bar 
Association. The establishment of this facility marks an important step in improving 
access to BASL services and legal resources for members practising outside Colombo. The 
opening of the bookshop also coincided with the reopening of the Kandy Law Library, 
which was severely damaged during Cyclone Ditwah. 

A special BASL programme on inclusive leadership, leading up to International Women’s 
Day was held on the 2nd of March. The Chief Guest was Her Ladyship Justice Kumudini 
Wickramasinghe, Justice of the Supreme Court who also delivered an insightful keynote 
address. The other Resource Persons were Mrs. Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA, Prof. 
Wasantha Seneviratne, and Ms. Yanina Weerasinghe  and moderated by Mrs. Thanushka 
Gunawardena.

BASL extends its appreciation to the BASL Women Lawyers’ Professional and Career 
Development Committee, Chaired by Mrs. Indika Nagaratne Kottegoda, Co-Chair Mrs. 
Nalani Manathunga, Convenors Mrs. Kaushalee Jayaweera and Mrs. Tharika Ruwanpura, 
and its members, as well as the Sri Lanka Women Lawyers’ Association, for their 
leadership and organisation in successfully conducting this programme.

The opening ceremony of the Tissa R. Balalle Memorial Law Library, established by the 
Maho Bar Association, was held on 7th February 2026 at the Maho Court premises. The 
establishment of the library marks an important initiative aimed at strengthening access 
to legal resources for members of the Bar and supporting the professional development 
of practitioners in the region.

The 16th Law–Medical Encounter, jointly organized by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka and 
the Sri Lanka Medical Association, was held on 22nd March 2026. The highlight of the event 
was a closely contested cricket match, where the doctors’ team emerged victorious, 
clinching the title in a thrilling finish that went down to the final three balls, showcasing 
strong camaraderie and sportsmanship between the two professions.



Soon after Cyclone Ditwah, on 3rd December 2025, President of BASL Mr. Rajeev 
Amarasuriya visited the Kandy Courts Complex together with the President and 
members of the Kandy Bar Association and the Convenor of the BASL Outstation Bar 
Committee Ms. Dasni Piyasiri. During the visit, discussions were held with Judicial 
Officers and the Bar, on the significant damage caused by recent flooding to records, 
court houses, lawyers’ offices and the historic Kandy Law Library and the way forward. 
As an initial step towards recovery, BASL donated legal publications and diaries to 
support over 100 Members affected. 

Thereafter, the BASL provided funds in a sum of approximately Rs. 6,500,000 to Members 
of the Kandy Bar as well as from other Bars who were affected by Cyclone Ditwah. Funds 
were collected through a Special Distress Fund where Members contributed, the 
Benevolent Fund and also funds were pledged by the International Bar Association. 

In addition, a book collection programme was launched by the BASL, to re-stock the 
Kandy Law Library which was  successfully completed with the collection of over 550 
Books.

On 31st December 2025, the Bar Association of Sri Lanka launched the second curated 
pension scheme for its members in partnership with Union Assurance PLC, one of Sri 
Lanka’s fastest growing life insurers. This initiative renewed the longstanding 
collaboration between the two institutions, further strengthening their relationship in 
supporting the welfare of legal professionals. The introduction of this second pension 
scheme provides BASL members with additional options and flexibility in planning for 
their financial future. The scheme offers both long-term and short-term pension options 
designed to suit the diverse needs of members at different stages of their professional 
careers. The BASL is thankful to Mr. Deepthi Lokuarachchi, Mr. Suresh Perera and Mr. 
Chandima Atapattu for their contribution in evaluating the proposals received and 
identifying the most suitable retirement plans.

Sri Lanka Insurance Life partnered with the Bar Association of Sri Lanka to introduce the 
“Sri Lanka Insurance Life Rakawarana Retirement Plan,” an exclusive retirement plan 
designed for members of the legal profession. The collaboration was formalised on 12th

November at the BASL premises. This partnership brings together two national 
institutions with the aim of strengthening the financial security of legal professionals. The 
retirement plan offers members a guaranteed income after retirement together with 
additional protection through accidental death coverage. It also provides flexible 
premium payment options on a monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, or annual basis. Members 
may further enhance their protection through optional benefits including family 
protection cover, permanent disability cover, critical illness cover, and hospitalisation 
cash benefits.

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka supported the Eagle Vision Legal Aid Campaign initiated 
by the Faculty of Law of General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University (KDU). The legal 
aid programme was held on 28th January 2026 at the KDU Law Faculty premises and 
provided professional legal consultations to the University’s Military, Academic, and 
Administrative Staff.



The National Law Week Legal Aid Programmes, organized as part of a nationwide initiative by the Bar Association in collaboration with Sirasa Gammadda, were conducted with the 
objective of addressing pressing legal concerns within vulnerable communities. This year’s programme placed special emphasis on assisting individuals and families affected by Cyclone 
Ditwah, recognizing the unique legal challenges arising from such natural disasters. 

Implemented over a two-month period, the initiative facilitated widespread access to legal support and guidance. Members of the legal profession actively participated in the programme, 
offering their expertise to ensure that affected communities received accurate information and appropriate assistance. The programme effectively promoted legal awareness, dispute 
resolution, and guidance on legal procedures. Appreciation to the National Law Week Committee with the support of the BASL Legal Aid Committee and Gammada for implementing this 
programme at this critical time.

The Legal Aid Programme at Madulsima Tamil Maha Vidyalaya was conducted on 25th  
January. The BASL expresses its appreciation to the President of the Badulla Bar 
Association, Mr. Dhanushka Weligama, and the office-bearers of the Badulla Bar 
including Mrs. Sayundi Sooriyabandara, Mr. S. B. Udowita, Mrs. Padmini Mangalika, and 
Mr. Thilageshwaran Puwaneshwaran. Appreciation is also extended to the Members of 
the Badulla Bar Association. 

The Legal Aid Programme at Sri Sumangala National College, Nildandahinna was held 
on 7th February. The programme was organised with the participation and support of 
members of the Walapane Bar Association.

BASL expresses its appreciation to the President of the Walapane Bar Association, Mrs. 
Bhadra Seneviratne, Mr. S. Geethadayanandan, and members Mrs. Chandrika 
Nawarathne and Mrs. Ranahansi Weerathunga for their valuable contribution. 

The Legal Aid Programme at Passara Central College was conducted on 24th  January The 
Bar Association of Sri Lanka acknowledges the support extended by the President of the 
Badulla Bar Association, Mr. Dhanushka Weligama, Secretary Mr. Dileepa Jayasekare, 
Treasurer Mr. Upendra Wijethunga, and the office-bearers and members of the Badulla 
Bar.

The Legal Aid Programme at Sri Kumaran Primary School was conducted on 22nd February 
2026 under the National Law Week. The Bar Association of Sri Lanka acknowledges the 
support extended by the President of the Matale Bar, Mr. Jaliya Gunaratne, Secretary Mr. 
Kapila Walisundere, and the office-bearers and members of the Matale Bar, as well as Mr. 
Uma Manivannan, Mr. Nilesh Weerasinghe, Mr. Chathura Wijesekara, Ms. Sachini 
Wijerathna, Ms. Kalpani Wickramarachchi, Ms. Samudrika Kodituwakku, Ms. Shabna 
Rafeek for their valuable cooperation in successfully organising this initiative.

The BASL National Law Week 2025/2026, which commenced in Kothmale, was successfully 
conducted on 10th January, providing legal aid to communities affected by Cyclone Ditwah. 
The Bar Association also acknowledges the support extended by the Secretary of the 
Nuwara Eliya Bar Association, Mr. Singarajah Mohan Raj.





The BASL Felicitation Night 2026 in recognition and appreciation of the Golden Jubilarians was 
held on 20th March at Grand Maitland. At this event, Supreme Court Justice S. Thurairaja, PC 
who retired on that day and the 5 Senior Instructing Attorneys who were appointed in 2024 
including Dr. J.M. Swaminathan, SIA, Mr. D.M. Swaminathan, SIA, Mrs. Anoma Goonetilleke, SIA 
and Mrs. Shiranthi Gunawardena, SIA and Mr. G.G. Arulpragasam, SIA were also recognized 
and felicitated.



A 25-member delegation from the Bar Association of Sri Lanka undertook an official visit 
to New Delhi from 8th to 11th March 2026, strengthening legal ties between Sri Lanka and 
India. The delegation was led by BASL President Mr. Rajeev Amarasuriya and chaired by 
Mr. Mohan Balendran. The visit was hosted by the Bar Association of India (BAI) and 
featured a series of engagements, including an Indo–Sri Lanka legal dialogue and a 
networking reception. A guided tour of New Delhi was also arranged, fostering 
camaraderie and cultural exchange among members of both associations.

A key highlight of the visit was the delegation’s appearance before the Supreme Court of 
India. During this historic occasion, President Rajeev Amarasuriya delivered a formal 
address in the Supreme Court marking a significant milestone in bilateral legal relations. 
The ceremonial sitting was presided over by Chief Justice of India Hon. Surya Kant, 
alongside Hon. Justices R. Mahadevan and Joymalya Bagchi. Several prominent Indian 
legal figures were present to welcome the Sri Lankan delegation, including the Attorney 
General of India Hon. R. Venkataramani, Solicitor General Hon. Tushar Mehta, and BAI 
President Prashant Kumar. Their presence underscored the importance of the visit and 
the mutual respect shared between the two legal communities.

The delegation also visited the New Delhi High Court, where they engaged with the Chief 
Justice of New Delhi and other High Court Judges. These interactions provided a valuable 
platform for exchanging perspectives on legal systems, professional practices, and judicial 
cooperation. Moreover, Attorney General of India Hon. R. Venkataramani and his wife 
hosted the  entire BASL delegation at their residence for a cordial meeting.
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